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The Story (31): The Five Horsemen of the Apocalypse 
(Revelation 6-7) 

I. Introduction 

A. Martin Rinkhart was a Lutheran pastor in Eilenburg, Germany in 1600’s 
1. Thousands fled to Eilenburg in 30 Years War; an epidemic broke out 

a. In 1636, Rinkhart conducted 4,000 funerals, including his wife’s 
b. It was in 1636 that Rinkhart wrote “Now Thank We All Our God”  

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices  
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom the world rejoices 

2. He writes a song of praise and faith during the darkest of times 
a. When many would give into bitterness, he is driven to worship! 
b. Even in times of disaster, God reigns… and must be worshipped 

One eternal God whom heaven & earth adore; for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore  

B. We conclude our year-long look at The Story with a look at Revelation 
1. Revelation was written to people living thru dark & dangerous times 

a. We all face storms of life, but these were gale-force winds of evil 
b. Annie Dillard says there’s one theological question that all ask  

1) In hard times we ask, “What in Sam Hill is going on here?” 
2) That’s what the church in Revelation asks (Martin Rinkhart’s) 
3) It’s getting harder to read newspaper and not ask that question  

2. Revelation begins in earnest with a vision of God’s throne (Rev 4) 
a. All creation from heavenly beasts to throng of humanity worship 
b. One on throne holds a scroll representing message of bool (5:1-2) 
c. No one can open the scroll, until we see a Lion who is the Lamb 

3. As the seals are opened, they reveal the prophecy, message of book 
a. First four seals unleash the Four Horseman (what we’ll see today)  
b. Fifth seal is martyrs asking, “What in the Sam Hill is going on?” 
c. Sixth seal shakes world, darkens the sun, “bad moon on the rise” 
d. Seventh seal is 7 trumpets and bowls of wrath that retell the story 

4. That story is summed in a theme statement from Revelation 17:14 
5. We’re looking at a snapshot—the five horseman of the Apocalypse 
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II. The Five Horsemen of the Apocalypse 
A. As the first four seals are opened, the four living creatures says, “Come!”  

1. In response, four riders on four strange horses ride into the drama 
a. White Horse: he has bow and crown (conqueror set on conquest) 
b. Red Horse: He carries a sword and takes peace from earth (war) 
c. Black Horse: Scales to measure grain sold for high price (famine) 
d. Pale Horse: He has power to kill; Death and Hades follow (death) 

2. Represent a natural progression; conqueror à war à famine à death 
a. Mark Moore (How to Dodge a Dragon) makes an important point 

All this is not a description of what will take place.  Nor is this what did 
take place.  This is a description of what always takes place.   

b. Conquerors always bring war; war always brings famine & death 
3. How exactly do they function in book?  “Exactly” is hard in this book 

a. Some see them as the advancing forces persecuting the church  
b. Others see them God’s approaching judgment on Roman empire 
c. Others see the ongoing consequences of thirst for power (my view) 

4. The “exactly” isn’t as important as getting John’s two basic points 
a. First, God’s people are hurt by conquest, war, famine and death. 
b. Second, God reigns despite conquest, war, famine and death. 

B. Think how God worked through all of these things in the Old Testament 
1. While Israel cried, “What in the Sam Hill is going on,”God reigned 

a. He used conquerors to punish (Nebuchadnezzar) or save (Cyrus)  
b. He used warriors to chastise (Midianites) and to liberate (Gideon) 
c. He used both famine (fall of Samaria) and locust infestation (Joel) 
d. We see a lot happening in our world today—and God still reigns 

2. Sermon’s title “5 Horsemen of the Apocalypse.” Am I bad at math? 
a. Yes I am… but there’s a 5th horseman in the Book of Revelation  

1) He comes defeat the Satanic power of the Four Horseman 
2) He is with hosts of heaven, but they are just window-dressing 
3) The sword comes out of his mouth to destroy Satan’s army 

b. He is Lion & Lamb, the rider on white horse (Read: Rev 19:11-16) 
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III. Horsemen of the Apocalypse Today 
A. There is a powerful message here for us that we must not miss. 

1. We read in OT of God’s mighty hand working among the nations: 
a. God used a shepherd to lead Israel to world-wide prominence. 
b. Israel became arrogant, he used Assyria/Babylon to bring her down 
c. God destroyed Assyria and Nebuchadnezzar for their pride 
d. God raised up Persia to allow Jews to return to their homeland 

2. Do these teach us how powerful God WAS or how powerful He IS? 
a. We must never think God somehow has retired from active today 
b. The four-horseman gallop today, and God still rules the earth 

1) God reigned over Domitian’s holocaust and on September 11 
2) He’ll reign over the next holocaust and the next September 11 

c. During those time, we may ask, “What the Sam Hill is going on” 
3. Apocalypse tells us we must also say, “To Him who sits on throne…” 

B. We hear hoofbeats today for same reason they happened in 1st century 
1. The hoofbeats then came from an evil empire focused on power 

a. Wars and rumors of war today come from human rebellion/sin 
b. At times, God’s people get caught in the crossfire of horsemen 
c. God will be victorious and so will his people—but we might suffer  

2. Two warnings are in order when we apply message of horseman 
a. First, don’t nationalize or politicize the message of the horsemen 

1) Who rules the kingdoms of earth as “prince of this world?” 
2) Message isn’t that the US will win; it may be part of horsemen 

b. Second, we must not be surprised by hoofbeats (1 Pet 4:12-13) 
1) God never promises to take away the struggle and hardship 
2) He does promise a reward if we are faithful in it (Rev 2:10) 

3. Again, apocalyptic images don’t predict how the world will end 
a. They rather show us how the world is and always must be 
b. Where sin reigns, there must come four horsemen of apocalypse 
c. This world is a broken place, and sometimes we are broken by it 
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IV. Conclusion 
A. In Melville’s Moby Dick, some set out from the ship in a small boat.  

1. Night came, and the boat was caught by a great wave and swamped.  
a. They climb back in, and kneel in darks in a boat half full of water 
b. How could they possibly get word of their predicament to ship? 
c. What hope did their boat have in the middle of a vast, dark sea  

2. Starbuck remembers his waterproof match case and lights lantern 
a. He ties it to an oar and hold that little light up into the vast night 
b. Melville ends with this line of seeming despair and futility 

There, then, he sat, holding up that imbecile candle in the heart of that 
almighty forlornness. There, then, he sat, the sign and symbol of a man 
hopelessly holding up hope in the midst of despair. 

B. That is church today, holding up hope in heart of almighty forlornness 
1. We kneel in the darkness— but kneeling is good place to start 

a. We hold up hope in the midst of despair because there is hope 
b. That hope is a cross, a candle in a world filled with darkness 
c. And we lift up cross together as a candle to a world in darkness 

2. Sometimes we can only wonder, “What in Sam Hill is going on?” 
a. Sometimes our questions are many and our answers are few 
b. But we never lose heart, because our God is a mighty God 

3. But God is the sunshine and we are the candle that is held up in dark 
a. Even as the four-horseman gallop, we know that there is a fifth 
b. We proclaim He is the mighty God who deeds are so awesome… 


