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The Story (29): Living What We Believe 
(Acts 15) 

I. Introduction 
A. I’m going to begin something I’ve never done—quote Weird Al 

1. But that’s OK; he’s family— a member of the Church of Christ 
If you want to avoid heated arguments, never discuss politics, religion or whether 
toilet paper roll should go over or under. 

a. I do bring up religion from time to time, but I try to avoid politics 
b. I want to use an illustration that “borders” on politics– border wall 

2. No matter your politics, the question of immigration is thorny 
a. On one hand, no country can survive if it can’t control its border  
b. Other hand, almost all of us trace our origins back to immigrants 

1) Jamestown was ground-zero for the first wave of illegals 
2) Talk about tour bad hombre; they just took over the country 

3. What to do about undocumented immigrants pouring into country 
a. For some the answer is build a wall so high no one can get over it 
b. Make it so solid we can’t see through it to suffering on other side 
c. When you start losing control of what is yours— you build a wall 

B. As we continue The Story, church is faced with a flood of foreigners 
1. As the church spread outward, it started to attract non-Jewish people 

a. Up to this point, the church saw itself as a totally Jewish movement  
b. The last thing Jewish church wanted was invading Gentile horde 

2. How could they keep Gentiles out— they build a wall (Eph 1:14-15) 
a. The law was a dividing wall, and many of Jews liked it that way 
b. As Gentiles came to church, these Jews insisted they keep the Law 

1) That made it harder; circumcision is a tougher sell than baptism 
2) It also made the Gentiles less threatening—it made them Jews 

We’ll accept different people as long as they are different just like us 

3. We’ll survey the “first contact” between Jew and Gentile in church 
a. Is there a point to this? Sure, but it’ll take a while to get there 
b. But the journey is half the fun— so turn in your Bible to Acts 10  
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II. Living What We Believe: The Gentile Problem 
A. Peter is to blame for the whole Gentile thing, though it wasn’t his idea 

1. God sent vision of a sheet filled with unclean animals, “Kill and eat”  
a. Peter thinks it’s a test! He insists he’s never eaten non-kosher 
b. This isn’t about what Peter eats; it’s about what he calls things 

2. When God makes something clean or holy, don’t call it “unclean” 
a. Because this is Peter, God repeats this whole vison thing 3 times 
b. As Peter ponders what it all means, there’s a knock at his door 
c. Peter is called to preach to a Gentile— the point of his vision 

3. Peter makes the connection but is less that thrilled here (Acts 10:28) 
a. Who is this disclaimer for—the Gentiles or the Jews with him? 

1) Peter later gets called on the carpet when he gets back home 
2) Not for baptizing a Gentile; for going into his house! (11:2-3) 

b. Again Peter says he understands God point; he gets it (10:34-35) 
c. But he doesn’t really get it until the Holy Spirit takes over (10:47) 

4. By the end of Acts 11, Paul and Barnabas are working in Antioch 
a. It’s AT Antioch that Gentiles come into the church in numbers 
b. It’s FROM Antioch Paul begins his first mission trip…to Gentiles  

B. After first mission trip, some came to Antioch to build their wall (15:1) 
1. On that first trip, Paul established church in Iconium, Lystra & Derbe 

a. Those were cities largely made up of Gentiles in area of Galatia 
b. Paul success caused Pharisee to cry, “Build that wall” (Acts 15:5) 

2. There was a meeting at Jerusalem in Acts 15 to discuss this issue 
a. There was disagreement; there were big guns on Gentile side 

1) First to argue for Gentile inclusion is Peter (from his experience) 
2) Next, Paul and Barnabas also describe their work with Gentiles  

b. James, brother of Jesus and leader in Jewish church, had last word 
1) They agree Gentiles must just accept Christ and reject idolatry 
2) They explain, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit…” (15:28)  



- 3 - 

 

C. But if the Gentile issue was settled here, why does it keep coming up? 
1. Why does Paul’s letters almost always have something on issue? 

a. Why does Paul write whole books (Rom/Gal) with this at center? 
b. Why does Paul get frustrated with issue circumcision? (Gal 5:12) 

2. If Jerusalem had this “come-to-Jesus” moment… why didn’t they? 
a. Because they faced the issue of Gentiles theoretically, in abstract 
b. They had zero diversity; most them didn’t even know a Gentile 
c. Old Story: Child psychologist was having a new sidewalk poured 

1) Kids started writing their names in wet cement— he lost it! 
2) Moral: You can like kids in abstract, but not in the concrete! 

3. They could accept Gentiles in the church until they started coming! 
D. Best illustration of this is Peter himself (Reading: Galatians 2:11-14) 

1. What happened when Peter got a visit from big-wigs from Jerusalem? 
a. Those guys wouldn’t hang with Gentiles, so Peter pulled back too 
b. It’s one thing to say we’re equal; it’s another to actually live it out 

2. That is why Paul gets in Peter’s face and lets him have both barrels! 
a. “You’re a hypocritic!”  Peter’s on record for including Gentile 
b. “You’re bad influence!”  His example was followed by others 
c. “You’re hurting others” They can’t understand this dissonance 
d. “You’re denying the gospel!” Saved by grace, not Law (2:15-16) 

III. Conclusion 
A. We know “all men are created equal!” Like Peter, we have blind spots! 

1. What the founding fathers meant, “All White Male Land Owners” 
a. We know all people are equal, but what matters is how we live! 
b. It doesn’t matter how we think in abstract; we must live in concrete 

2. One of our favorite texts is Gal 3:26-27.  It teaches baptism, right? 
a. Not really; it uses baptism to teach that we are all one (Gal 3:28)  
b. Paul is dealing again with “Judaizers” and idea Gentiles are inferior 
c. Paul is saying, “You’re baptized into Christ; that makes you one” 
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B.  Peter didn’t act on what he knew about being equal?  What about us? 
1. Racism isn’t just politically incorrect today— it’s wrong for all time 

a. Whether Jew-Gentile in Acts or black-white today-- racism is sin 
b. If we believe that, then we must go out of our way to live it 

1) It’s not “walk mile in their shoes.” That helps us understand 
2) We must love in unity and peace when we can’t understand 

2. Giving more influence to the rich because they give more— wrong 
a. James goes off on that in James 2; that is context of faith/works 
b. Treat people as more valuable because they have money is sin 

3. Valuing some people more because we value their gifts— wrong 
a. That’s what Paul is getting 1 Cor 12; every part is valuable 
b. Not to value people for their part in body but because they’re part 

4. Telling half of church, “Sit, be quiet and do the potlucks”— wrong 
a. We must follow Bible; if the Bible limits women’s roles, then fine 
b. If there are things we forbid because of tradition—that’s wrong 

1) “We’re equal, but you must be quiet and respect your place” 
2) Make sense in dealing with race?  Make more sense w/ gender” 

5. Push out people who struggle with sin we can’t abide— wrong 
a. The church’s message is that Jesus came to earth to save sinners 
b. Sin must be pretty bad if Jesus died for it—all sin is pretty bad 
c. What if church is safe place for greedy but not same-sex attraction? 

6. Refuse to accept those who we think are off theologically– wrong 
a. I met a man run out of church because of view on millennium. Sin! 
b. It’s also wrong to think, “All are wrong except you and me…” 

C. Some justify themselves, “I’m more comfortable with people like me” 
1. Sure, that’s what Peter said… and you heard what Paul said! 

a. Where in the Bible does Jesus say we’re to be comfortable 
b. He says we are to carry His cross— that’s never comfortable 

2. God calls us to be instruments of his peace—and it starts here, now 


