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The Story (28): A New Beginning 
(Acts 2:42-47) 

I. Introduction 
A. In Worldly Church, Leonard Allen tells of a missionary report 
1. Missionary: Only job where you’re hired & have to find salary  

a. Missionary may show pictures, but he’s looking for money 
b. Meets with one eldership and one elder pulls him aside— 

Churches of Christ really aren’t that interested in mission much anymore.  
There isn’t much of a market around here for you to raise money  

c. Stunned he asked, “What is marketable?”  “Body life.” 
2. One study found 89% see church’s role as “meeting my needs” 

a. The #1 reason given when they leave, “Needs aren’t met” 
1) One preacher I know tells of a member who said that 
2) I don’t know what man was expecting—not what he got 

If you leave, there’ll be no ministry slots we’ll have to fill or anything 
we’ll have to change. It sounds like you haven’t been meeting our needs 

b. Sometimes we see ministry as ways the church serves me 
1) Missions are often the first program cut in budget-crunch 
2)  Why? Because missions don’t do anything to serve us 

3. World goes its way and church spends its time navel-gazing! 

B. This week in “The Story,” we’ been reading first chapters of Acts 
1. Luke continues his story without wasting much (1:1-2) 

a. Jack Lewis began class, “Last time we were talking about…” 
1) He’d start back where he left off (even if mid-sentence) 
2) He go full-speed right from start (write with one had…) 
3) If sneezed or dropped a pencil, you just missed Titus! 

b. That’s how Luke begins here— Acts continues story of Jesus 
2. Acts begins with Jesus giving apostles “marching orders” (1:8) 

a. Jesus never told us to do what we spend a lot of time on  
1) He never said build church buildings or church programs 
2) Didn’t say have great Sunday Schools or worship service 

b. He said to be witnesses; let’s see how first church did that  
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II. A New Beginning: It Starts with Devotion 
A. In Acts 2, the Spirit falls on the 120 disciples mentioned in Acts 1 

1. Peter stands with other apostles to preach the gospel for 1st time 
a. He preached is what we’ve looked at last two wks (2:23-24) 

1) People believed; some 3000 new disciples are baptized 
2) That’s an increase of 2500%, not bad for one sermon! 

b. Point isn’t the math but what those disciples spent time doing 
2. Luke gives us a 4-part summary of what they did (Acts 2:42) 

a. Word “devoted” (proskarteréō) means “persist or hold fast” 
1) The KJV wording here is “they continued steadfastly” 
2) NASB has “they were continually devoting themselves” 

b. The same word is used later, “they continued to meet” (2:46) 

B. Luke says the church was devoted or holding fast to four things— 
1. So are we, right?  We do all four of these each week, right 

a. Teaching: That’s got to be preaching, so we’re doing that 
b. Fellowship: We have meet-n-greet and hang around 5 min 
c. Bread: That’s got to be communion; we do that every week 
d. Prayer: We have four of those each week—we’re good to go 

2. Are we really devoted?  Or are they more like a checklist? 
a. Here’s a few things I’ve witnessed people do in church— 

1) Pay bills. Guy brought his bills and checkbook to church 
2) Clip finger-nails.  One guy in Memphis clipped toe-nails 
3) Accomplished something, unlike Candy Crush/Facebook 

b. “I can listen and do those things.” And people around you? 
3. Sometimes we do those four things as a type of navel-gazing 

a. Teaching: Bible is taught here, but do we invite others  
b. Fellowship: We talk to people we know; do we reach out 
c. Bread: This includes table fellowship; do we eat together? 
d. Prayer: Do we pray for God to use us to reach His world?  
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III. New Beginning: Being Altogether All-Together 
A. What follows shows a church that was altogether all-together 

1. Prayer: The Book of Acts is saturated in church prayer! 
a. Book begins with disciples constantly together to pray (1:14) 
b. Why was Peter/John at Temple to heal lame man? (Acts 3:1) 
c. What did they do when they felt the first persecution? (4:25) 

1) What did they pray for when persecuted? (4:29) 
2) What happened because of their devotion (4:31) 

2. Fellowship: More than a 5-minute meet and greet (2:44) 
a. It’s an altogether all together; Sister Sledge, “We Are Family” 

1) Did “everything in common” mean they were alike 
2) No, it meant they were devoted to always pull together 

b. They put their money where their heart was (Acts 2:45) 
1) Out-of-towners ran out of resources— needs were met 
2) Later, Paul will call on the out-of-towners to return favor 

3. Breaking Bread: Is this eating together or communion? (2:46) 
a. Yes! Luke makes sure we see their lives intertwined 

1) They met at Temple (large group) and homes (small) 
2) Large group for encouragement; small group for nurturing 

b. We debate whether we really need to come on Wednesday 
c. Were e devoted to each other… not as pen-pals. Together! 

B. What was the result of them being devoted like that? (Acts 2:47) 
1. They studied and prayed and ate together— and the city noticed 

a. They didn’t take surveys to find out what people wanted 
b. The church was evangelistic because it was the church 

2. Notice that their worship wasn’t seeker-sensitive (5:12-13) 
a. People were drawn, but didn’t visit the Temple worship 
b. So how did the church keep growing if they had no visitors 

1) They were impacted by Christians devoted to their faith 
2) They weren’t drawn to church— were drawn to people! 
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IV. Conclusions 
A. What is the point?  How can we let the church be the church? 

1. Involve: The first Christians were devoted to being together  
a. It was their love for each other that drew people to them 
b. Only way we can do that is to be involved with each other 

1) Someone looks for God and finds empty building? 
2) Someone looks for God’s people and finds strangers 

c. Sometimes just showing up is a way to be evangelistic 
2. Invite: Everything we do should be a way to invite others 

a. Church, we need to get out of the navel-gazing business 
1) What means we need to get back to inviting people 
2) Also means that nothing we do should be only for us…  

Thanksgiving, Coffee House, Family Game Night, Five-Loaves 

b. These are chances for us to find favor with all the people 
3. Initiate: Don’t shy away from discussion about God and faith 

a. OK, you need to run from “foolish and stupid arguments”  
b. God gives us more opportunities than we realize to talk 

1) Friend, “I can’t believe how bad things are getting…” 
2) You say, “I’d feel the same way except for one thing…” 

c. Then share that one thing— God.  Then see where it goes 
4. Imagine: Church filled with “glad and sincere hearts” (2:46) 

a. They didn’t gripe and complain about every new thing 
b. It was all new!  They were joyful and positive God’s work 
c. Fights come when we’re navel-gazing and get interrupted! 

B. An old episode from M*A*S*H illustrates something important 
1. A severely wounded North Korean was brought into MASH 

a. Frank Burns: “You can’t operate on him; this man is a commie” 
b. Hawkeye: “I’ll operate for 2 reasons: he’s dying; I'm a doctor” 

2. That’s why it is so important we let the church be the church 
a. The world is lost and dying, and we know the doctor! 
b. Do you know the doctor?  Will you live for him today? 


