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The Story (27): When the End Isn’t 
(1 Corinthians 15:14-19) 

I. Introduction 
A. We’ll start an audience participation… OK, this is really a test 

1. Try to figure out what the following people have in common…  
Osama bin Laden, Amelia Earhart, Adolph Hitler, Tupac, Princess Diana, Elvis  

a. Those are dead people that the internet claims are really alive 
1) Actually, these kinds of rumors spread before the web 
2) National Enquirer, “Tupac Working at Jiffy Lube in Miami” 

b. Here’s another list of celebrities; see if you can go 2-for-2… 
Celine Dion, Eddie Murphy, Russell Crowe, Betty White, Barak Obama 
1) Those are living people who the internet reported dead 
2) Mark Twain’s death was once reported by major paper 

“The news of my death has been greatly exaggerated” 
2. Here’s one more list; see if you can get this one.  Jesus Christ 

a. That’s a list of those who died and who have lived forever 
b. That’s the part of “The Story” we’re looking at this morning 

1) Last week we looked at meaning of the cross of Christ 
2) The cross is the crux of the matter, the center of our faith 

B. But that isn’t true if the story of the cross is the end of the story 
1. It didn’t take talent for Jew to get himself crucified in 1st century 

a. Some 2000 were crucified on one day by Quintilius (40 BC) 
b. Scholars estimate 250,000 Jews were crucified in first century 
c. Of that quarter million, only one came back from the grave 

2. The truth of the cross and resurrection are lynchpin of gospel 
a. It’s the first importance, the part that matters (1 Cor 15:3-4) 

1) “First importance” may mean the “most important part” 
2) Or maybe “first thing we preached.”  Means same thing 

b. Without cross, there is no redemption, ransom, reconciliation 
c. Without the resurrection, there is no victory over sin & death 
d. In a reality, the resurrection complete the story of the cross 

3. Let look at five reason why the resurrection is so important—   
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II. Why Is the Resurrection the Key? 
A. Identity: Declared or demonstrated Jesus as Son (Rom 1:4) 

1. Several times in Jesus life God spoke over him from heaven 
a. At his baptism, the sky opened, “This is my beloved son” 
b. He adds at Mount of Transfiguration, “…listen to him” 

2. Resurrection was God’s ultimate affirmation of Jesus Christ 
3. How do we know Jesus was really God’s sin? Resurrection 

B. Credibility: Resurrection also shows Jesus can be believed 
1. Jesus predicted that he would rise from the dead many time 

a. Sometimes the predictions were a bit obtuse (John 2:19) 
b. Other times, predictions were crystal clear (Matt 16:21) 

2. People can make all kinds of claims and bizarre claims 
a. I met a woman who claimed to have met God on astral plane 
b. Promise of resurrection is also bizarre… unless you’re raised 

C. Mission: It was the resurrection that completed Christ’s mission  
1. As he neared the end, Jesus said he’d be lifted up (Jn 12:31-32) 

a. Of course, he was speaking about being lifted up on the cross 
b. But he would also be lifted up from the grave and to the sky 

2. Jesus said, “It is finished?” Not just ordeal, bit his mission 
3. Without the power of resurrection, his mission wasn’t finished 

D. Power: Power that raised Jesus raisers us (Rom 6:4, 1 Cor 6:14) 
1. Jesus once healed a lame man to show his power to forgive sins 
2. His resurrection shows that he has the power to transform life 
3. The same power that raised Jesus also raises us… daily! 

E. Hope: Without the resurrection, we would have no final hope 
1. Just read of a minister in UCOC that decided she was atheist 

a. She claimed religion was a great comfort, it’s just not true 
b. Paul argued that if Jesus didn’t raise, then we’re miserable 

2. Without resurrection, we’re hopeless (Reading: 1 Cor 15:14-19) 
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III. Conclusion 
A. One of my favorite mystery writers is J.A. Jance (over 60 novels) 

1. Series I’m reading is set in Tucson with many Indian characters 
2. She interrupts story to tell some ancient bit of Indian lore 

a. Buzzard once agreed to help the people steal fire from sun  
1) He got too close, and feathers were burned off his head 
2) That’s why to this day buzzard have no feathers on head 

b. As it turns out, all these myths come together as part of story 
c. These myths make great stories, but none of them are true 

3. What if that’s case with resurrection?  It’s a great story but… 

B. Why should we believe the resurrection? Let me share 10 reasons 
1. Empty Tomb: His grave was undeniably empty 
2. Witnesses: Paul point to many witnesses (1 Cor 15) 
3. Persistent: Many died rather than change story 
4. Transformation: They’re transformed by story (Acts 4:13) 
5. False Witnesses: Need to cook up a story (Matt 28:11-15) 
6. Unedited: Apostles come off lame and women are heroes 
7. Immediate: The story was preached within days of the event 
8. Enemies: They offered no falsification of resurrection story 
9. Saul of Tarsus: How to explain his miraculous transformation 

10. Consistent: Story just sounds like something God would do! 

C. What isn’t consistent is believing this story and not being moved  
1. Max Lucado says about the change in the apostles 

Something happens to a man when he stands within inches of the Lion of Judah. 
Something happens when he hears the roar, when he touches the golden mane. 
Something happens when he gets so close that he can feel the Lion’s breath.  
a. If we really believe this story, should it not change us too? 
b. Will we treat this as ancient myth, a good story but not true 

2. No!  This is much more than just a good story (Eph 1:19-20) 
3. Because he lives, we can face tomorrow; commit tour tomorrows 


