
- 1 - 

The Story (26): Perspectives on the Cross 
 

I. Introduction 

A. When Angelynn was little, we read Bible stories every night 
1. We had several Bible story books… hand-me-downs, of course 

a. If I asked which story she wanted to read, she’d always ask— 
“Weed the story ‘bout Jesus dy-wing on cross, OK, Daddy?” 

b. Even at 4 years old, she knew that this story was the story 
2. We continue with The Story and this is the part we know best 

a. We reenact this story in communion; we see it in baptism 
b. But do we really understand what the story was about? 

3. Example: What was stressed in the movie Passion of Christ?  
a. Flogging scene lasted 10 minutes in super-slow-motion 

1) Gibson used more stage blood than he did in Braveheart 
2) When edited for TV, it lasted 61 min (half is edited-out) 

b. Gibson went for overkill, but then crucifixion was overkill 

B. Bible doesn’t do that; it’s emphasis isn’t really on shock-n-awe  
1. Reading: Mark 15:15,20; Luke 23:32-33, John 19:17-18 

a. Gospels don’t emphasize Jesus’ physical torment on cross 
1) Factoid: “Can he still feel nails…” “Nails in your hands…” 
2) Only time word “nail” is used in gospels is by Thomas 

b. We’re told was hungry when he fasted 40 days (Mt 4:2) 
1) We aren’t told how badly he hurt when he was on cross 
2) Agony stressed in the passion narrative is at Gethsemane 

2. That’s not to say Jesus didn’t suffer horrific pain—He did! 
a. Point is that this isn’t part of the story stressed in gospels 

1) To be fair, Bible writers didn’t have to stress crucifixion 
2) Everyone knew all about it… why it’s effective terrorism 

b. NT doesn’t stress the events as much as what they meant 
3. Let’s look at that meaning from 5 different views or perspectives  
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II. The Main Event: Perspectives of the Cross 
A. View from the Temple: Jesus’ death is the sacrifice for our sin 

1. The main form of worship in the OT was animal sacrifice 
a. Sacrifices were that; worshipper gave up something of value 
b. The bull or goat gave more; they sacrificed all (Lev 17:11) 

1) The NLT here has “making you right with the LORD.”  
2) This sacrifice of atonement was really AT-ONE-MENT 

c. That’s good news if you’re a Jew; bad if you’re a bull/goat  
2. Bulls-n-goats were stand-ins for what would really forgive sin 

a. They were shadow of what was to come, the shadow of cross 
b. What did Jesus think every time he observed Yom Kippur? 

1) Did he look at the sacrifice on the altar and see himself? 
2) Jesus was the real “sacrifice of atonement” (Rom 3:25) 
3) This is word “atonement cover” where blood is sprinkled 

3. Sacrifice is one picture of what cross means—there are others 

B. View from the Courts: Jesus death means that we are “justified” 
1. What does it mean if someone is declared “not guilty” by court 

a. It means the court decided that they won’t be held to account 
b. That’s not quite the same as innocent, but you get to go free 

2. Cross allows us to stand “justified” before God (Rom 5:1-2) 
a. Actually, according to the law, we are all guilty before God 
b. We’re proclaimed not guilty by reason of God’s grace 

3. Isaiah predicted our punishment was to be on him (Isa 53:4-5) 
a. So in some sense, God’s perfect justice demanded sacrifice 

1) Paul refers to God’s justice being satisfied (Rom 3:25b-26) 
2) What is that saying?  Cross is how God justly justifies us 

b. Like any metaphor, this falls apart if you push this too far 
God was so mad at our sin, he had to punch someone; He punched Jesus 
1) Not really, but in some sense, wrath was satisfied at cross 
2) In some sense, Jesus took the punishment that we deserve 
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C. View from Humanity: It shows extent to which Jesus is like us 
1. Hebrew assures us that Jesus was just like us, except for sin 

a. One of the things that he shared with is morality—he died 
b. This was the ultimate expression of solidarity (Heb 2:14) 
c. He loved us so much that he became breakable like us 

2. At the cross, God plowed himself into humanity in his death 
a. That’s not the end of the story, but it’s the point of story 
b. I read of man looking at painting of cross in gallery window 

1) The more he looked at it, the more captivated he was 
2) Kid tugged on his coat, “It’s OK mister; he comes back” 

D. View from Marketplace: Jesus also redeemed or ransomed us  
1. Both were business transactions where you bought freedom 

a. You redeemed slave when you paid price (1 Pet 1:18-19) 
b. You ransomed a prisoner when you paid a price (Heb 9:15) 

2. At the cross, Jesus paid the price to free us as slaves/prisoners 
a. So, are we worth it?  Are you worth what Jesus paid? 

1) No, then a Micky Mantle rookie card isn’t worth $65K! 
2) Something is worth what someone is willing to pay for it 

b. Jesus valued you and me so much he went to the cross! 

E. View from the End: Christ defeated evil at cross (Col 2:15) 
1. We tend to think that Christ’s victory over Satan is at the end 

a. Picture of Armageddon sounds like victory (horse, sword) 
b. That looks like victory; the cross looked like a bitter defeat 

2. Joe Beam imagined Satan coming to taunt Jesus on the cross 
“You thought you could come here and beat me? This world is mine; these people are mine.  
Look at you!  See how these people turned on you?  They are all mine forever, Son of God! 

a. Satan thought he had won, but he was a dead demon walking 
b. The cross was Christus Victor, the ultimate victory over sin 

1) At the cross, Jesus gutted the power of Satan… forever 
2) At empty tomb, he took away sting and power of death 

3. Whatever else the cross is, it’s ultimate victory over evil one  
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III.  Conclusion 
A.  Cross is crux of the matter; redundant because “crux” means “cross” 

1. The cross was the culmination and centerpiece of “The Story” 
a. At the cross, we see the full extent of God’s divine love 
b. At the cross, we also see the full extent of humanity’s sin 

1) We can’t see how evil sin is; it’s only breaking the rules  
2) Given its change, sin would reach to heaven to attack God 
3) That’s what happened on Golgotha that long-ago Friday 

2. Our sin created a gulf that separated uus from the holy God 
a. But God built a bridge that lets us cross the great divide 
b. And he calls us to live together as His family under the cross 
c. For us, the cross is not just a story— the cross is our story 

B. What can wash away our sin?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus 
1. Do you really believe that?  Are you living like you do? 
2. The story of the cross is more than a story—it’s a commitment 

a. Cross calls us to live a life of holiness (Rom 6:3-4,6) 
b. Cross calls to die to ourselves and live for him (Gal 2:20) 
c. Cross calls us to crucify our sinful desires (Gal 5:25-25) 

3. What can make you whole again?  Nothing but blood of Jesus 
 


