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The Story (21)- Where IS the Honor Due Me? 
(Malachi) 

I. Introduction 
A. We once had a church growth expert come and study our church 

1. He looked at every aspect of our church life and work  
a. I expected he would suggest some changes and was nervous 
b. When churches start changing things, start with the preacher 

2. He only had one criticism—I didn’t preach enough on giving 
a. The reason for this omission is pretty easy to understand 
b. I deplore the stereotype of “always asking for money”  

1) Preach on giving smack of being self-serving (paycheck) 
2) I make regular talks before the offering (today it’s big) 

3. What he said— growing/declining church reflected in giving 
a. Results: Our giving as below average for declining church 
b. In other words, we’d need to improve to become mediocre! 
c. To borrow a line from Monty Python— “We got better” 

B. We end the OT part of The Story; next week we begin the NT 
1. Christmas is earlier each year; next week is Christmas story! 
2. As the end the OT story, Judah is a very different place 

a. Several groups of refugees have come home to Jerusalem 
b. Temple/wall in Jerusalem are rebuilt; feasts are reestablished 

3. Never again will Jews turn from God to the worship of idols 
a. They learned the lesson from exile—God is only God 
b. OT period ends with Jews at home rebuilding their lives 

C. That’s precisely the problem that the prophet Malachi addresses 
1. They are so focused on building their lives they forget God 

a. Too big a burden to offer tithes-n-offerings (Mal 1:13, NLT) 
b. We don’t do idols, so why get hung up on all the ritual? 

2. Not giving to God failed to show Him due respect (Mal 1:6a) 
a. Malachi has some things to say in his book about givin 
b. If this isn’t your favorite topic, then blame Malachi 
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II. Where Is the Honor: What Their Failure Meant 
A. First, showed they didn’t take God seriously (Read: Malachi 1:6-8) 

1. Did it really matter if sacrificial goat was missing an ear/eye? 
a. Didn’t it burn the same?  Smell the same? Taste the same? 
b. But their tithes and offerings reflected their focus on God. 

1) They wouldn’t serve governor their worst, would they? 
2) Why treat a political big-wig better than treated God? 

c. God didn’t need sacrifices, with or without ears! (Psa 50) 
2. To sacrifice without a focus on God? Shut it down! (Mal 1:10) 

a. It’s same basic message that God gave in Amos (5:21-11) 
b. The same message, but the problem was other side of coin 

1) Amos: If we worship God right, our lives won’t matter 
2) Malachi: If our lives are OK, our worship won’t matter 

3. Ultimately, the problem is the same—fails to honor God 

B. Second, their failure to give prevented God’s blessings (3:8-10) 
1. Judah was cutting corners in how she gave tithes and offerings 

a. God expressed their failure bluntly, “Will a man rob God?” 
b. There are some people that you just don’t want to rip off! 

2. In Untouchables Al Capone, “Somebody messes with me…” 
a. No, I’m really not here comparing God to the God-Father 
b. If you’re gonna mess with someone, don’t mess with God! 

3. God didn’t need their money any more than their cows (Psa 50) 
a. But an attitude toward giving showed an attitude toward God 
b. Get a lame gift, “It’s thought that counts.” You believe that? 

1) But someone gives something nice, “How thoughtful” 
2) Sometimes the gift does say something about thought! 

4. They didn’t hurt God by their failure to give— hurt themselves 
a. They’d been rebuilding the nation from scratch—tough times 
b. They were struggling; they cut quarters when giving to God 

1) It’s easiest bill to skip when you rob Peter to pay Paul 
2) But they struggled because they were robbing God! 
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III. Where Is The Honor: Two Points 
A. First, what we GIVE reflects what we VALUE! 

1. Refuse to take giving seriously, we don’t take God seriously 
a. Jesus said, “Put money where your mouth is!”  (Luke 12:34) 
b. A loose translation here would be, “Show me the money!” 

2. How we use our money shows us something about our heart 
a. Forensic accountant can audit us and see what we value 
b. We can sing, “My hope is built on nothing less than…” 
c. We can look at our finances and see if that is really true 

3. Mess this up, and we become idol worshippers (Luke 16:13) 
a. Money is not just a temptation; if can become an idol God 

1) We see money as morally neutral—neither good or bad 
2) Jesus warns that money can be a competitor to true God 

b. Don’t be too quick to dismiss this idea, like Pharisees (16:14) 
4. God is asking each of us, “What’s in your wallet?” (Mal 1:14) 

B. Second, what we GIVE is connected to what we RECEIVE  
1. God here challenges us to a giving contest, right? (Mal 3:10) 

a. God says Israel struggled because they didn’t put Him first 
b. What would happen if that changed? Floodgates would open! 
c. We can never out-give God, but He says that it’s OK to try! 

2. This isn’t the OT version of the “Health and Wealth” idea 
a. This isn’t, “If you will give $100, then God will give $1000” 
b. That’s not giving; it’s investing!  It’s greed in a Sunday suit 

3. But when we give, we escape the materialism of the culture 
a. If I’m not so quick to buy new house/car/boat— more wealth 
b. If I don’t buy things I don’t need on credit— more wealth 
c. If I (like Paul) learn the secret of contentment— more wealth 
d. If I measure my worth by God, not the culture— more wealth 

4. Maybe God wants to truly bless us, but our hands are too full  

C. Malachi tells us if we neglect giving, we’ll never fully prosper  
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IV. Conclusion 
A. George Whitfield, along with Wesley’s led a revival in England 

1. He’s guy who made ladies faint to hear him say “Mesopotamia” 
2. Also known for generosity; didn’t need a purse; he gave it all 

a. Prominent minister said of him, “I think he is quite mad” 
b. Bishop replied, “If he is mad, I hope he bites everyone!” 

B. Contrast the example of Whitfield with that of the modern church 
1. I borrowed this from someone who did the math for his church 

a. He supposed every member their job and went on welfare 
b. Then he supposed that put the feat of God in everyone 

1) So they began to tithe on what they received on welfare 
2) His calculations were that giving would go UP 30% 

2. It’s hypothetical, but God can make it reality really quickly 
a. God didn’t say we should all be rich, well-off or comfortable 
b. He does say we should all be faithful over what we have 
c. Part of that is being faithful in giving—to church and in life 

3. Are we willing to put God to the test and give like we should 


