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The Story (18)- On Living in Exile 
 

I. Introduction 
A. In old days, there were stock church phrases we use and over-used 

1. That’s inevitable; we do say a lot of the same thigs each week 
a. There are only so many ways to say, “Glad you’re here…” 
b. I do now get to change the “Tear the attendance slip…” spiel 

2. I’m talking of prayer-n-preacher “church-speak” code phrases 
• “Guide, guard and direct us.” We weren’t sure God did that! 
• “Bring us back at next appointed time” Why not 7:00 pm Wed? 
• “Give the preacher a ready recollection” Didn’t he have notes? 
• “As he brings another portion of …” That’s code for 45 minutes  
• My favorite was this, “If you’re here tonight and alien sinner” 

“Alien sinner” always made think that Mr. Spock was “here tonight” 

B. We are all alien sinners: that’s the beginning of 1 Peter (1 Pet 1:1) 
1. They were in Rome… but Rome was about to drop the hammer 

a. They were about to “suffer grief in all kinds of trials” (1:6) 
b. They’re to live as “aliens” or “temporary residents” (1:17) 

2. But walking by faith makes us “strangers on earth” (Heb 11:13) 
a. Those in the “Faith Hall of Fame” are strangers and aliens 
b. Because they’re aliens and exiles, they are different and strange 
c. There are two types of aliens and foreigners; one type is harder 

1) Assimilated: Adopt the new country, customs & language 
a) Paul Rodriquez got in elevator with family speaking Vietnamese 
b) He finally interrupted, “Hey, this is America—speak Spanish!” 

2) Isolated: Seek to maintain cultural identity and uniqueness 
a) This can be much harder, both for the foreigner and for society 
b) We like people who are different if they are different like is 

3. That’s true for church—we’re aliens who don’t quite fit in world 
a. We’re not to isolate from world; we’re can’t be like it either! 
b. We’re really as alien as Mr. Spock; it’s not easy, but it’s logical  
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II. Living in Exile: The End of Judah and Beyond 
A. As we continue The Story, everything that could go wrong does 

1. Josiah died in battle with Pharaoh Necho in 609 BC at Megiddo 
a. This defeat was apocalyptic; where we get word “Armageddon” 
b. Josiah was the last great king; with him died the nation Judah 

2. Nebuchadnezzar crushed Assyria at Battle of Carchemish (609) 
a. In 606, he conquers Jerusalem, loots Temple and takes captives 
b. He returned in 597 to replace Judah’s king (have 4 in 13 years) 
c. He returned last time in 586BC to totally destroy/desolate city 

1) Solomon’s Temple was demolished; the royal family killed 
2) People exiled to Babylon; the nation of Judah is no more 

B. In that first group of exile Jews in 606 was Daniel and his 3 friends 
1. The first exile was of the best-of-the-best, blue-bloods, nobility 

a. Daniel and friends went from being aristocrats to being slaves 
b. They were exiles in land that was not their own among strangers 
c. They had different language, different values, different beliefs 

2. Can you imagine how their world was turned totally upside-down? 
a. Imagine being kidnapped, taken to Russia, forced to serve Putin 
b. Or abducted, taken to Texas and forced to cheer for Cowboys! 
c. In lower story, the exile made it seem the wheels had come off  

1) Buy in Upper Story, God had everything under control 
2) Despite chaos, Daniel was able to live in the Upper Story   

III. Living in Exile: What Daniel Teaches Us 
A. First, God’s commands don’t go soft just because life gets hard… 

1. Given the chaos & catastrophe, the book starts w/ mundane (1:8) 
a. Daniel and his friends are being fattened up for king’s service 
b. Daniel and friends refused to eat fine food from kinds table? 

1) Food wasn’t kosher? It was period of mourning, not feast? 
2) It was the king’s food?  Because they served it with wine? 
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2. So for whatever reason, Daniel saw this food as not permitted 
a. If he ate the king’s food, he’d be defiled— he says that twice 
b. We might say, “Lighten up; you have more important issues” 

1) Your country collapsed; you’re a prisoner, you’re a eunuch  
2) Dude, if they want to feed you big fancy meal… let them! 

3. Point: God’s expectations don’t get lighter when life gets hard 
a. We saw Peter use image of exile; notice context (1 Pet 2:11) 

1) Living in exile means that we abstain from evil desires 
2) Church is about to enter a period of pointed persecution 

(We’re getting ready for Hurricane Nero; you’re worried about sin?)  
b. Being holy makes you different and different makes you target 
c. What do we do if we become a target?  Same deal! (1 Pet 2:12) 

4. Ours is a materialistic, sex-saturated, profane & power-mad world 
a. We’re not in Kansas anymore; this isn’t Wally-and-the-Beav! 

1) What does God expect of us in a world so hard & difficult? 
2) He expects the same thing he did in Nero’s reign of terror 

b. Notice Peter’s earlier set-up of our identity as exiles (1:14-17) 
1) We’re called to live for God even in world that’s gone mad 
2) Daniel shows us that living in exile means living holy life  

B. Second, God remains on His throne even in life heats up… 
1. Daniel is full of images; some built and others just dreamed up 

a. Nebuchadnezzar has an ego issue that God will address later 
1) In Daniel 3, he builds an image 90 feet tall… of himself 
2) Factoid: Nebuchadnezzar can be translated “Kanye West” 

b. He commands all to listen for the trumpet call to worship 
c. All were then to fall down in worship… or die in fiery furnace 

2. Familiar Story: Daniel’s friends refuse to worship king’s image 
a. Don’t take it personally; they won’t worship anyone but God 
b. The whole scene was set up to be threatening and intimidating 
c. They don’t sound intimidated! (Reading: Daniel 3:16-18)  
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3. Can we be intimidated by the world around us at times?  Sure. 
a. Some things we can’t answer? I don’t know some questions! 
b. Old Point of Grace song, “Life, Love and Other Mysteries” 

I cannot reason with men in defiance  
Or try to explain all the mysteries of science 
I'm just a child in the face of these giants, but I do not face them alone 

c. You may be overwhelmed by life, love and other mysteries 
1) You may face struggles in life that look 90 feet tall 
2) You may see people all around you bowing to false gods  
3) You may face hard questions that you can’t quite answer 

4. Faith isn’t faith because we’re always sure, but because we’re not 

C. Third, God’s promises come true even if we don’t understand… 
1. King has a disturbing dream in Daniel 2—and can’t remember it 

a. He wants his wise men to tell him the dream and interpretation 
1) They think he’s unreasonable; proves it by wanting to kill 
2) Fortunately for everyone, Daniel does both (Dan 2:31-34) 

b. Daniel tells the king that he is the head; rest are other nations 
1) We know that he is talking about Persia, Greece and Rome 
2) We know that the rock that filled the earth—the church! 

2. Daniel didn’t!  Persia was a second-rate, second-class competitor  
a. Greece? Few waring city-states.  Rome? Two guys with a wolf 
b. Daniel had no idea the actual meaning of dreams he interpreted 

1) Here’s the exchange after his last vision (Dan 12:8-10) 
2) In other words, Daniel had no idea what his dream meant 
3) God said, “Don’t worry your little head; trust me” (12:13) 

3. That is what God tells you and me today. Back to Point of Grace 
Because when it seems that my heart is surrounded,  
     When all of our questions of life have been sounded 
I rest in the hope where my faith has been grounded—  
    I do not fear the unknown  

D. Do you fear unknown?  Is your hope in Christ as firm foundation? 


