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The Story (17): The Days Are Coming 
(Jeremiah 31:27-34) 

I. Introduction  
A. In Bible Jesus Read, Philip Yancey tells brother’s favorite verse 

1. Brother went to Bible college; they were to share a “life verse” 
a. They had to share their “life verse” and his was 1 Chr 26:18  
b. Hey, all the Bible is God’s word, right?  So that’s his verse! 

2. Yancey suggests this illustrates two basic problems with OT 
a. First, we often don’t understand what the OT is saying 
b. Second, if we do understand it, then we don’t like it much! 

B. I’ve suggested that we have a “schizophrenic view” of the OT 
1. On one hand, we do recognize it as God’s word.  It’s Bible. 

a. We’re resuming today a series we began in February, right? 
b. So far, all we have seen of “The Story” is the Old Testament 
c. We quote from OT; at least we do mine it for usable nuggets 

1) Want to show that God hates divorce?  Malachi 2:16 
2) Need a verse to call us to worship God? Psalm 100:1-2 

2. What if that call to worship comes rather from Psalm 150:3   
a. Trumpets are bad enough; the next verses mentions dancing! 
b. What is our immediate response?  “But that’s just the OT” 

3. Yancey is right; we don’t understand the OT… or like it much 

C. Hebrews 8 argues the old covenant bas been replaced by the new  
1. He doesn’t say all we need is a New Testament with Psalms 

a. He doesn’t say that the OT is no longer the word of God 
b. What he says is that God has a new covenant (Heb 8:8b-9a)  

2. His text is our text today as we continue in The Story (Jer 31) 
a. Nation of Judah had fallen; the people were going into exile 
b. That God would punish Judah was Jeremiah’s message  
c. Now message changes, “God will make something new” 

3. What is that something new? (Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
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II. The New Covenant  
A. What we read is part of a series of prophesies that begins in Jer 30 

1. God tells Jeremiah this is important, “write this down” (30:2) 
a. Then he sets the time frame, “the day is coming” (Jer 30:3) 
b. That was his job, to warn Judah that the day was coming 

2. All through the book, he had warned of that day—to repenty 
a. He starts, “Turn or burn,” but now he ends with just, “Burn” 
b. As his predictions start to come true, his message changes 
c. Now the day is coming God will “watch over them to build”  

3. He points them to the return from exile... and a New Covenant 

B. Our text in Jeremiah 31 naturally breaks into two important parts.  
1. First, God explains the purpose of new covenant (31:31-32) 

a. In Jer 3, God uses the analogy of adultery and divorce 
b. Same image; Judah cheated and God divorced her (31:32) 

1) New covenant would be God’s remarriage to his people 
2) Once divorced, you need a new marriage covenant 

2. Second, gives characteristics of new covenant (31:33-34) 
• Heartfelt: “put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts”  

• Relational: “I will be their God, and they will be my people” 

• Informed: “No longer will a man teach … they will know me” 

• Redemptive: “forgive their wickedness and remember sins no more”  

C. If God gives a New Covenant, the old one is just… old (Heb 8:7) 
1. What was wrong with the Old Law wasn’t really the Law. 

a. We can get this wrong and put emphasis on wrong syllable 
 Old Law was a law of externals; the New Law is a law of the heart 
b. They stressed things like rituals and rites, feasts and fasts 
c. Now God cares more about the heart and less about externals 

2. The Law was broken because the people were! (Heb 8:8a) 
a. It wasn’t that Old Law was inferior and weak—people were 
b. God has always wanted our hearts and not just our religion 
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D. Think What did Jesus say was the first command of the Law? 
1. “Love the Lord with all your heart.”  That is the Old Law! 

a. That’s also Judaism 101, right?  God looks at the heart! 
b. God told Samuel, “Man looks on outward appearance…” 

1) Many didn’t understand and focused only on sacrifices 
2) What was the sacrifice that God wanted? (Psa 51:16-17) 

2. God always wants hearts! Remember point on New Covenant? 
• Heartfelt: “Write them on the tablet of your hearts” (Pro 7:3) 
• Relational: “be my people and I will be their God” (Gen 17:3-8) 
• Informed: “That you may know that the Lord is God” (Dt 4:35) 

• Redemptive: “Remember not the sins of my youth” (Psa 25:7) 

E. Point: New Covenant did not introduce such radically new ideas. 
1. No, it rather fully realized all of God’s promises in the Old! 

a. Old Covenant was flawed & broken because people broke it 
b. God gave them a perfect law; they weren’t a perfect people 

1) Point of the OT was to show our imperfection and need 
2) It fulfilled it’s function perfectly— we need a Savior! 

2. Tim Willis, in his book Hear the Word of the Lord says this— 
Jeremiah is not predicting that the Lord will do away with an inherently 
flawed Jewish covenant that involves an external, impersonal, works-
oriented, business-like arrangement between God and humans. He is not 
predicting that God will put in its place a superior Christian covenant 
that involves — for the first time — internal devotion to God, a personal 
relationship with Him, the merging of His ways into our ways, and the 
full forgiveness of sins. 

a. The Old Covenant was broken because we are broken  
b. But there would be a time of restoration— a New Covenant  

1) In part, that promise was the coming return from exile 
2) This promise was not fully fulfilled until Christ came 

3. New Covenant makes possible what was unrealized in the old 
a. We have personal, heartfelt, redemptive relationship with God  
b. What God wanted all along— possible now only in Christ  
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III. Conclusion 
A. What God wants of us is what He wanted all thru “The Story” 

1. He wants a people who will seek Him with all of their heart 
a. But “all your heart” also means “with all your strength” 
b. God demands obedience in both; He extends grace in both 

2. What makes New Covenant new?  Baptism vs Circumcision? 
a. I do think baptism is something of an improvement, right? 
b. If you think we have a hard time teaching baptism… 
c. What if Acts 2:38 read, “Repent and have surgery?” 

3. No, new Covenant is new because of a cross and empty tomb 
a. In Christ, what God wanted in the OT is fully realized 
b. God came to do for us and in us what we can’t do ourselves 
c. In Christ alone we can become what God wants us to be 

B. What God requires is the same that he required in the OT 
1. God wanted OT Israel to give Him their whole heart 

a. Their heart and loyalty was to be reflected in obedience 
b. But they wanted to give God their worship and keep heart 

2. Do we try the same thing?  Do we offer externals of religion? 
a. Do we right worship and right doctrine and being right? 
b. But try to keep our full attention, our heart, for ourselves? 
c. That broke God’s heart with Israel; it will break it today  

3. Won’t you give God your life today… with all of your heart? 


