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Hard Knocks (6): Who Am I? 
(1 Corinthians 15:9-10) 

I. Introduction 
A. It was one of the most important days in history—a true turning point 

1. The people of Israel had suffered long years in Egyptian bondage 
a. But now God begins his work to raise up a leader to free them 
b. That leader is Moses—the right man at the right place at right time 

1) Raised as prince of Egypt with training & experience to lead 
2) But when God called, Moses thought it was wrong number 

2. Moses gives several excuses why he’s not the guy (3:13, 4:1,10,13) 
a. But I think the first one is the real one, “Who am I?”  (Exo 3:11)  
b. I ran across this classic quote from Steven Wright the other day— 

I have a real inferiority complex, but it isn’t really a very good one. 
1) That is Moses when God calls him as the leader of Israel 
2) But Moses found that God isn’t all that easy to put off! 

B. We need to find that out as well!  Because we have our own excuses! 
1. The call of God can come in different ways to us; he calls us to… 

a. Stand for what right in a very difficult situation at our work 
b. Take on a new and daunting area of service or ministry a church 
c. Step out of our comfort zone across the aisle to welcome someone 

2. We feel a tug from God, but we respond by asking, “Who am I?” 
a. And then we quickly follow with, “Lord, get someone else” 
b. Moses’ excuses only served to make God mad! (Exo 4:14) 
c. Do you really think the same excuses will work better for us? 

C. Moses struggled here with feelings of inadequacy and inferiority 
1. He had gone through some hard knocks when he tried to serve God 

a. He had taken a stand 40 years before, and it didn’t work out 
1) That left him gun-shy when God presents calls him to service 
2) All he had to offer was inferiority complex—wasn’t good one 

b. Sometimes the hard knock we have to face is our own inferiority  



- 2 - 

2. It wasn’t just a complex, right? Moses was inferior given his task 
a. God is telling him to go change the world! He’s in over his head! 
b. There are some tasks that I’m just mot the right guy for-- 

1) Need basketball dunked?  Wrong guy! That’s Michael Tucker 
2) Need someone to sing?  Wrong guy!  That’s Marshall Tucker 
3) Want to comb your hair with wagon wheel? Old Dan Tucker! 

3. A great philosopher once said, “A man has to know his limitation” 
a. Or was it Dirty Harry?  Point: We’re not called to do everything 
b. But if God calls you to dunk, then you can dunk on LeBron James 

D. Paul is confident despite weakness and inadequacies (1 Cor 15:9-10) 
1. Paul is the least of the apostles AND he has done more than rest 
2. Because this isn’t about Paul; it’s about what God can do with Paul 

a. Paul was able to accomplish so much because he trusted in God 
b. It wasn’t about Paul but the God Paul served— that’s true with us 

3. Let’s notice Paul’s own adequate inadequacy in 2 Corinthians 
II. Who Am I: Paul’s View of Self 

A. Paul asks a question that I ask myself every Sunday (2 Cor 2:15-16) 
1. “Who is equal to task?” How can I stand here and speak for God? 

a. Who really can do that?  Who can be equal to that task?  No one! 
b. Someone told me, “You’re a terrible preacher!” How to argue? 

1) They didn’t like something I said (or how) so, “You stink” 
2) Maybe I had an off day; or he was expecting something else 

2. Paul says we all stink, we just have to decide who we will stink like  
a. We can be the stink of death or we can be the aroma of Christ 
b. We don’t have to be equal to the task ourselves-- smell like Jesus 

B. Paul gives us an interesting glimpse of his own self image (2:14) 
1. When a conquering general returned, he led his captives in parade 
2. The general was conquering hero; captives were led behind him 
3. Paul image of himself was as a slave simply being led by Christ 
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C. So our confidence and competence is to be in Christ (2 Cor 3:4-5) 
1. OK, does Paul think he is competent or not?  Well, yes and no! 

a. His competency is in Christ, and that’s where his confidence was 
b. He knew he was breakable, but God would lead him to victory. 

1) Did he think he was strong enough to beat whatever came? 
2) No, but he knew that God wouldn’t be surprised by anything 
3) We never have to worry something catches God off-guard! 

2. Paul was sure he could do what God called him to do (2 Cor 3:6) 
a. He was competent, not because of his training and experience 
b. He had both, but his competence was in the Spirit who gives life 
c. It was in that Spirit and through that Spirit that Paul served 

D. Paul was just a jar, only special because of its contents (2 Cor 4:7) 
1. The jar itself was something ordinary, cheap and easily broken 

a. If we found one of Paul’s jars of clay, it would be very valuable 
1) You know where archeologists find artifacts—garbage dump 
2) Most valuable sites are where ancients threw most garbage! 

b. Those jars were valuable if they contained something valuable 
c. We contain the Spirit of Christ— where our value comes from 

2. Sometimes we forget; the messenger can see himself as important 
a. What if the messenger thinks he deserve a Bentley or Lear Jet?   
b. What if the messenger thinks he is too important to be questioned 

1) High pulpits in old churches, “Ten feet above contradiction” 
2) Church scandals take place when messenger is above message 

3. Paul knows he is going to be pressed; he is pressed (2 Cor 4:8-9) 
a. Does that sound like Paul was obsessed with his sown ability? 

1) Doesn’t sound like he thought he’s 10 ft above contradiction 
2) But he also doesn’t sound like he was too worried about things 
3) “To live is Christ; to die is gain.” Hard to intimidate this guy! 

b. Our victory, our status, our strength is in Christ and the Holy Spirit 
c. That didn’t stop in the first century; God still works in weakness  
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III. Conclusion 
A. What does it mean when we dismiss God’s call with, “Who am I?” 

1. It happens all the time, we just don’t stop and think it might be God 
a. Someone asks you to teach a class or help lead a small group 
b. Or maybe it’s just coming to the class or to the small group 

2. That might be God’s call!  “Well, thought there’d be smoke…” 
a. What are you really saying when you dismiss God, “Who am I?” 
b. God never works through the flawed? God not powerful enough? 

1) God can work through the rest of these people, but not in me? 
2) Or are you saying you don’t want to be bothered right now? 

3. Who are you anyway?  You are one who is redeemed by Christ! 

B. Mark Hall tells of driving down country roads in Alabama on a trip 
1. His wife was asleep; he was having private worship time (sing/pray) 

a. He was hit by the idea, “Who am I to talk to Creator of universe” 
b. Who am I that God would God listen to my prayer and songs? 

1) Why would the Lord of all the earth care to know my name? 
2) Why would the eyes that see my sin look at me with love? 

2. By the time he reached destination, he came up with his answer— 
Not because of who I am but because of what You’ve done. 
Not because of what I’ve done, but because of who You are. 
I am a flower quickly fading, here today and gone tomorrow 
Still you hear me when I'm calling; You catch me when I'm falling 
And you've told me who I am— I am yours. 

3. We usually end with an invitation song (throwback to old revivals) 
a. Just today, let’s end with a song to listen to and reflect over 

1) Things in background are “instruments” (we don’t do those)  
2) Try to ignore all those and soak in the message of this song 

b. When you are called by God and try to deflect with, “Who am I?” 
1) Remember the answer reflected in the song, “I am yours!” 
2) Let’s live as people who are committed to that identity 

C. If you need to recommit to that identity, we want to help.  Let’s listen. 


