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Hot Potatoes (2): All Are One in Christ 
(Galatians 3:26-28) 

I. Introduction 

A. Old bumper-sticker cliché, “God said.  I believe it.  That settles it.”   

1. Do we really believe that?  The Bible says some interesting things. 

a. It both accepts and regulates polygamous marriage (Exo 21:10) 

b. It permits female POW’s to be forced into marriage (Deut 20:10) 

2. That stuff in the OT, right?  The NT says some unsettling things too 

a. Slavery is both recognized and regulated for Christians (Eph 6:5) 

b. Women are “busy at home” or “good housewives” (GNT) (Titus 2:5) 

1) Mom worked with Dad to build their office equipment empire 

2) Made to feel guilty because she wasn’t “keeper at home” (KJV) 

3. We must go beyond the mere words of scripture in order to follow it 

a. Does that sound strange?  Well, there is a better way to put that. 

b. Must follow what Bible means, not just quote a verse it says 

B. Example: People quoted the Bible to uphold slavery before Civil War 

1. It’s easy to find book-chapter-verse that makes slavery seem OK 

a. Hebrew slaves were to treat as “hired hands” (Lev 25:39-40) 

b. Slaves weren’t to be abused; if they were, to be set free (Ex 21:26). 

c. Christian slaves obeyed masters as obeying God (Col 3:22-23) 

2. Obvious God wants people to own slaves, right?  Some argued that 

a. Preachers were among the voices defending American slavery 

“Right of holding slaves is clearly established in the holy scriptures, both by 

precept and example.” (Richard Furman, President, South Carolina Baptist Con) 

“Slavery was recognized accordingly by Christ and his apostles.  They 

condemned all intermeddlers with it” (Nathan Lord, President, Dartmouth College) 

“There is not one verse in the Bible inhibiting slavery, but many regulating it.  It 

is not then, we conclude, immoral.” (Alexander Campbell, Pres, Bethany College) 

b. They’re right. A lot of Bible verses permit and regulate slavery 

c. Also wrong!  Slavery is dehumanizing, exploitive and plain wrong  
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3. Why? NT teaches love, brotherhood, the golden rule and the cross 

a. The institution of slavery was woven into the culture of 1st century 

b. Condemning it would impede the spread of the gospel (1 Tim 6:1) 

1) Slavery was systemic evil; it was dealt with systemically    

2) The church never did politics or marches or frontal assaults!  

3) It lived and taught the gospel of God’s love until slavery died! 

C. Last week we begun Hot Potatoes, a series dealing with hot issues 

1. We begin with a hot potato many for churches: women and church 

a. Can we see inclusion of women in church leadership like slavery? 

b. Is it possible the NT leads us beyond what some if its words say? 

2. Let’s start with a statement of equality (Read: Galatians 3:26-28) 

a. Context: Judaizers trying to coerce Gentiles into circumcision 

1) To be a good Christians, the Gentile must first become a Jew 

2) Paul picks apart this legalism point by point in Galatians 

b. Here he makes an appeal for our oneness in Christ based on gospel 

1) Social distinctions did not disappear in the first century world 

2) But church could not recognize them—we’ve all be baptized 

3) All the distinctions that once mattered have been washed away 

c. We are one in Christ; therefore no one gets elevated over another 

3. Of course, that makes perfect sense today… two-out-of-three cases 

a. We’d never limit participation based on one’s race (once we did) 

b. Don’t give advantage because of economic status (some still do) 

c. Then there is the question of gender—are men and women equal 

1) Women lead Fortune 500 companies and are military generals 

2) But in many of our churches, they can’t pass communion trays 

3) Many Christians believe in gender equality… except in church 

4. We’ll look today at two different questions raised by two texts 

a. We have understood these to teach difference between men/women 

b. We’ll continue on Wednesday night; bring your questions with you  



- 3 - 

II. All Are One in Christ: Two Questions 

A. First, doesn’t Paul say women are to be silent in church? (1 Cor 14:34) 

1. The word “silent” here (sigao) meant to “be quiet or quit speaking”  

a. When enemies couldn’t trap Jesus, they were “silent” (Lk 20:26) 

b. People became “silent” to hear Paul & Barnabas (Acts 15:12) 

c. When they “finished” talking, James started (Acts 15:13) 

2. Women at Corinth were to ask question at home (1 Cor 14:35) 

a. He tells them to stop talking (asking questions) in the assembly 

b. We’ll talk more about this Wednesday— the point is decorum 

1) People were speaking at once—prophets, tongues, women 

2) Paul wants order, one person speaking at a time (1 Cor 14:27) 

3) Everything is done to build up the church (1 Cor 14:26, 40) 

c. “Silence” can’t mean women were never to speak (1 Cor 11:5) 

1) Paul had already told them they were to pray and to prophesy  

2) They must keep their head covered— he assumes they speak! 

3. Before we go on, Paul says this is “in church.”  (ekkelsia, assembly) 

a. When there is an assembly, women were to not to keep talking 

1) He doesn’t give one set of rules for 9:30 and another for 10:30 

2) We do that without thinking, right?  OK in class, not in church 

b. How did we get those different rules?  We just made them up! 

c. When the church is together, the church is church.  Be consistent! 

B. Second, doesn’t Paul say women aren’t to teach men? (1 Tim 2:11-12) 

1. Notice how easily and flippantly we ignore some parts of this text 

a. Men are to raise holy hands when they pray in every place (2:8) 

b. And are to do so without anger or disputing (harder than hands!) 

c. Women are not to wear gold, pearls or expensive clothes (2:10) 

d. Women aren’t to teach but “be quiet” (different word) (2:11-12) 

1) Question: Does this verse apply to our mixed Bible classes 

2) Woman can’t teach but can comment, ask questions, read? 
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2. Timothy’s job at Ephesus was to oppose some false teachers (1:3) 

a. These people wanted to be teachers but weren’t qualified (1:7) 

1) Part of Timothy’s job is dealing with the wannabe teachers 

2) Paul later mentions “gullible women” led astray (2 Tim 3:6) 

b. The question then is why women at Ephesus aren’t to teach? 

1) Because they’re women?  Because they didn’t know enough? 

2) Is this in particular context of women at Ephesus or all women 

c. Just like with passages on slavery, not enough to just quote verse 

3. And what does Paul mean by “teaching or having authority” (2:12)   

a. Teaching in the NT sense is not simply standing in front of a class 

b. It necessarily a leadership role—recognized as rabbi or master 

1) That’s why some at Ephesians wanted to be seen as teachers 

2) Being a teacher carried with it position of status and authority. 

c. Does leading a Bible class or small group today assume authority? 

1) If not, why do we prohibit women from filling that service 

2) If it HAS authority, why do so many choose not to come? 

III. Conclusion 

A. Most of things at issue in gender debate aren’t even in the Bible 

1. As long as I’m around, don’t have to worry about female preacher 

a. What about song leaders, ushers, servers?  Not in the Bible  

b. Those roles exist because we outgrew the house churches of NT 

1) None of these roles involve spiritual authority or leadership 

2) Not authority! No authority or leadership in passing a tray! 

2. Two basic choices when choosing people to participate in worship 

a. Giftedness: Choose people who are the most gifted to serve 

b. Participation: Spread it around to involve as many as possible 

3. Both are OK choices; both argue for us to include women & girls 

a. Don’t we want EVERYONE to have a way to find and use gift? 

b. Shouldn’t we want EVERYONE to feel a part of the church?  
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B. I don’t presume to cover something as complex as this in one lesson 

1. We’ll continue this discussion together on Wednesday night  

a. We have studied it several times on Wednesday (not new material) 

b. If you have concerns or questions, come join us this Wednesday 

c. That is the way this series works—I talk on Sun, you on Wed 

2. We started off talking about slavery; let’s end with Exodus 21:5-6 

a. Hebrew slaves could choose to remain slaves in the OT 

b. The process is outlined here—publicly declare it and pierce ear 

3. We choose to be perpetual slaves of Christ based on our faith 

a. We publicly declare that faith; in the NT that is called confession 

b. We through ceremony of baptism (painless compared to piercing) 

c. But it proclaims the same thing—we are forever slaves of Jesus 


