
- 1 - 

The Story (16): Hezekiah- The Unseen God 
(Isaiah 36-37) 

I. Introduction 

A. To make sure you are paying attention, start with attention test (video) 

1. How many of you caught what was happening before the end? 

a. Point: This is a reminder of just how easily we can be distracted 

b. We say, “Seeing is believing.”  But sometimes our seeing is off 

1) We’re so easily distracted by one thing we miss the main point 

2) We focus so much on the car that we totally miss the world 

2. That’s the spiritual handicap that we all tend to operate under 

a. We focus on what’s in front of us— our job, our family, our life 

b. We see the car.  The spiritual reality that really matters is missed 

3. Most of us will not choose to disbelieve… we just live like we do 

a. The busyness of day-to-day life seems so real, pressing, crucial. 

b. By comparison, God seems less real. Less pressing. Less important 

1) If “seeing is believing,” not seeing make believing less urgent 

2) Unseen God calls us to walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor 5:7) 

B. As we continue “The Story” we come to the time of Hezekiah 

1. Nations in the ancient Near East made their gods concrete… literally 

a. Actually, their gods were made out of wood and stone and metal. 

b. Sure, they were inanimate, but they were tangible— could be seen  

1) When you think about it, that makes no sense (Isa 44:16-17) 

2) But what made less sense to them was a god you couldn’t see 

2. God forbade Israel from making graven images to represent Him. 

a. God is too big to be located in an idol; He remains the unseen God. 

b. King Hezekiah was “good” because he destroyed all the idols 

3. But the Assyrian army that never knew defeat made a call on Judah 

a. All Hezekiah has is his faith in a God who cannot be seen 

b. In a world where “seeing is believing,” this was a disquieting place  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpPYdMs97eE
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II. The Unseen God: Then 

A. Before we go to the text, let’s get a feel for the terror that was Assyria 

1. The Assyrian army had conquered the entire world except Egypt. 

a. Israel fell in North; robbed Judah of feeling of invulnerability 

1) Judah thought she was protected as God’s chosen people 

2) But that is what Israel thought!  And they were obliterated 

b. Assyria subjugated Judah and was taxing Judah almost into ruin. 

2. Assyria ruled the world by both military might and shock-n-awe 

a. Assyria had developed the chariot into a great war machine.   

1) Before Assyria, chariots were just troop transport (Humvee) 

2) They affixed blades to wheels and drove them among troops 

b. The developed chain-mail armor (still in use 2000 years later) 

c. Assyria developed war into a science and slaughter into art-form. 

3. They’re an army that never knew defeat; they are coming for Judah 

B. The story is told in 2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 32 and Isaiah 36-37  

1. Imagine that you are a Jew living in 8th century B.C. Jerusalem  

a. You hear King Hezekiah has rebelled against the Assyrian empire. 

b. Hezekiah has a new treaty with Egypt (Isaiah is not happy) 

c. You know Judah has no real effective army of her own. 

2. Everyone in the city is preparing for the siege that is coming 

a. Maybe you work on tunnel dug under the city to bring water. 

b. That tunnel today a tourist attraction; then it was your only hope 

3. How would you feel as word goes out, “Egypt has been defeated!” 

a. Nothing is between you and Sennacherib except 500 mi of desert 

b. Hezekiah takes the only option that seems open to him— bribery 

1) He sends all of the gold and silver of Jerusalem to Sennacherib 

2) He sends it back, “I’ll take it later after I burn down your city” 

c. Sennacherib once wanted your wealth; now he demands blood! 

d. The army that had never known defeat is marching to you! 



- 3 - 

4. Imagine your terror as the siege of Jerusalem began in earnest 

a. You know the stories of Samaria and about an Assyrian siege. 

1) As food disappears, you eat garbage, rats and dead comrades 

2) In siege of Samaria, people ate their own children to survive  

b. All the while you smell the Assyrian cook fires outside your walls. 

c. In the back of your mind you know the Assyrians enjoy all this. 

5. You were facing the army that has never known defeat— no hope. 

C. There was a commotion as people scrambled to the walls of Jerusalem 

1. Field commander of Sennacherib issues a challenge to Jerusalem. 

a. He speaks in Hebrew so that all the people hear his challenge. 

b. His words are meant to take your last hope (Read: Isaiah 36:4-10) 

2. Your last hope was that your God would fight for His people. 

a. The Egyptian alliance was gone; all that is left now was God. 

b. Sennacherib scoffs at the idea that Judah's God is an unseen God. 

1) Hezekiah had torn down all the idols and the high-places. 

2) “Besides, it was your god who told me to come attack you” 

3) Every nation that I have destroyed has gods—yours is unseen! 

c. Listen again to mocking words of Sennacherib (2 Chron 32:14-15) 

1) Hear the contempt, “How much less will your god deliver you”  

2) Hezekiah destroyed all your idols; your God is unseen God  

3. A scribe transcribes the challenge; a transcript to taken to Hezekiah 

a. He takes the transcript to the Temple and spreads it before God  

b. He proclaims faith in God as the only God… and asks him to act  

c. The king who sought protection in Egypt now turns to unseen God. 

4. The next morning you awaken to shouts of joy and celebration. 

a. Angel of God struck down 185,000 of Assyria’s troops in sleep. 

b. Sennacherib fled in terror back to Ninevah, never to leave again 

1) There in disgrace, Sennacherib was murdered by his sons. 

2) Army that never knew defeat was destroyed by unseen God! 
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III. The Unseen God: Today 

A. Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget coined the term “object permanence” 

1. Newborns are incapable of believing in anything they can’t see 

a. Hide a favorite toy under a blanket; for them it no longer exists. 

b. When they get to 4 months or so, they will look for it under blanket 

2. Do we ever outgrow the belief that what we don’t see doesn’t exist? 

a. What do older children (and adults) do when they are very afraid? 

b. They shut their eyes or hide under cover. “If I don’t see it then…” 

3. How many of us many treat God and spiritual reality the same way? 

B. It’s not that people philosophically deny there is a spiritual realm. 

1. Polls suggest more than 9-of-10 people still believe that God exists 

a. 85% of us still believe in heaven; 82% believe in miracles! 

b. It’s not ll of a sudden people have decided not to believe in God 

2. No, the problem is that many LIVE like we don’t really believe  

a. Concerns of daily life can lead us to ignore what we don’t see. 

1) Business is business, and busyness crowds out the importance. 

2) Family, work and relationships are easily seen.  God is unseen 

b. If not very careful, we can live like “out of sight is out of mind” 

1) And we spend our time on tangible trinkets of material reality. 

2) Because “seeing is believing;” so not seeing is not believing 

3. Today in a place of unimaginable hopelessness, Sennacherib waits 

a. He no longer scoffs; his wish is for time to worship unseen God. 

b. Will we listen to Sennacherib’s story? Will we repeat his mistake? 

C. God is no less real because he is beyond the limited range of our sight. 

1. He has given us reasons to believe; fingerprints are all over world. 

a. He has given a thousand reasons why we should trust Him. 

b. Unseen God who gave Hezekiah victory still moves among us. 

2. Will we really believe? Or do we just tip our hat to him on Sunday? 

3. Will we really live like this unseen God is real? (2 Cor 4:16-18) 


