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The Story (13): The King Who Had It All 
(Text) 

I. Introduction 

A. Why sing “As the Deer” and “Mansion Over the Hilltop” before sermon? 

1. What those songs share in common is the idea of “being satisfied” 

a. “I’m satisfied with just a cottage below.” Are we really satisfied? 

b. “I want you more than god or silver; only you can satisfy” Really?   

2. Are we like Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof when told money is curse 

a. He said, “May the Lord smite me with it. And may I never recover.” 

b. Are we like the church a professor preached at running a little long 

1) Song leader led one verse of “All of Self and None of Thee” 

2) Church ends, “I proudly said to Jesus, all of self and none…” 

B. Some churches are like that; they build a theology on money & success! 

1. “God wants you to prosper; He wants you to be the head, not tail!” 

a. No, He wants you to follow a homeless Galilean… no matter what 

b. He may ask you to give away all you have—did Rich young ruler 

c. If you come to Jesus for the money, you came to the wrong place 

2. Bible is loaded with warnings about the dangers of too much money 

a. Too much money can make us take our eyes off God (Dt 8:13-14) 

b. Money is false god competing for our allegiance to God (Mt 6:24) 

c. Jesus say watch out for all kinds of greed.  Why? (Luke 12:15)  

d. The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil stuff (1 Tim 6:10a) 

3. You may say, “God blessed me with new job, car, house, vacation...” 

a. I would s, “Maybe He did; maybe He didn’t. It’s up to you”  

1) On one hand, it is true that God is the giver of all good things 

2) On other hand, how do you know any of those are a blessing? 

b. Sorry Tevye, but it is true that money can be a curse (1 Tim 6:10) 

c. You can have too much for your own good, even it’s not that much 
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C. We continue in The Story with Solomon, the richest man who ever lived 

1. Have you ever told a salesman, “Money is no object?”  Me neither. 

a. For Solomon, money truly was no object (1 Kings 10:14-15) 

b. His income didn’t include his cut of trade revenue or silver (10:21) 

2. Was all of that money a blessing from God?  Well, it was from God 

a. God gave Solomon his choice of anything he wanted (1 Kings 3:5) 

b. He didn’t ask for power or wealth; he asked for the wisdom to rule 

c. God was pleased, and He gave Solomon power and wealth as well 

3. Solomon never said, “Money is no object.”  He said, “It is pointless” 

a. In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon records all his wrong turns 

b. He looks for meaning under the sun, and he finds a lot of vanity 

c. In Ecclesiastes 5, he tells us that money will let you down 4 ways 

II. Solomon and the Failure of Money 

A. First, there never seems to be enough money (Ecclesiastes 5:10) 

1. The richest man ever warns us that we can never get enough money! 

a. The more we value money, the more dissatisfied we become 

b. Last year, the 49ers paid Jimmy Garoppolo $27.5 million dollars 

1) This year, the Vikings paid Kirk Cousins $28 million.  Why? 

2) Because Garoppolo got $27.5 million.  Show me the money! 

2. How much did you make in your first job?  Then the first big raise? 

a. Rolling in dough, right?  How long before that wasn’t enough? 

b. We never have enough—we raise our lifestyle and then want more 

c. We’re no Kurt Cousins! Yes, we are, just on a smaller scale 

3. Solomon: Money can ever be enough because we never get enough 

a. Paul says the secret is in being content where you are Phil 4:12) 

b. Paul tells slaves to buy their freedom if they can (1 Cor 7:21).   

1) So it’s OK to advance and improve yourself financially, right? 

2) Not OK to focus on getting more!  Take act of God (Phi 4:13) 
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B. Second, money creates more problems than it solves (Ecclesiastes 5:12) 

1. We like to think our problems would be solved if we just had money 

a. What we worry about might be—broken-down car, kid’s braces 

b. Solomon says that having money brings a new set of worries 

1) Contrast: Laborer sleeps well at day’s end; the owner worries  

2) Shakespeare: “Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.” 

2. We think money solves our problems.  Solomon says it won’t! 

a. I once didn’t notice when the stock market went crazy.  Now, I do 

b. Happiness and enjoying life ultimately has little to do with money 

3. If money causes more problems than it solves, how much is enough 

a. I want to have enough money so that I don’t have money problems 

b. But I don’t want so much that I create more problems for myself 

c. How much is enough? God weighs in here (Prov 30:8; 1 Tim 6:8) 

1) I have enough money if I have essentials— food and clothing 

2) Everything else is gravy; we get in trouble if focus on gravy! 

4. Our money problems are caused when we reach for too much gravy 

a. Once had someone come buy to get food in a Mercedes S-class 

b. You might want to say her car payment might be causing issues 

1) Careful! Isn’t that how many of us get into money problems? 

2) Money creates problems.  So does spending if you don’t it! 

C. Third, money never lasts (Eccl 5:13-14). It’s a “serious problem” (NLT) 

1. Richest man ever, “You can’t count on money!”  Two problems— 

a. You can horde it, and it will cause problems (families fight over it) 

b. Don’t horde it, something might happen and then you lose it all! 

2. Money isn’t a bad thing if— you remember two thing (1 Tim 6:17) 

a. First, don’t be “arrogant” Money doesn’t makes you any better. 

b. Second, don’t trust money because it is so “unreliable” (NLT) 

1) Where is that big tax refund?  It’s already gone, right? 

2) Money never seems to hang around, so don’t count on it 
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D. Fourth, you really can’t take it with you (Ecclesiastes 5:15-17) 

1. This is another one of those “serious problems” that Solomon sees 

a. Work all your life, and how will you die? Bald, toothless, broke 

1) Isn’t that how we came in?  You don’t take anything with you 

2) No matter how rich or poor, we leave the same behind. ALL! 

b. The richest man ever think that this is “a serious problem!” 

2. Well, that’s not completely true is it?  We don’t leave it all behind. 

a. Play cards right, you can send some of it ahead (1 Tim 6:18-19) 

b. Jesus says that we are to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven 

1) As it turns out, we do that by using what we have for good 

2) Use money to bless others and cha-ching! It is sent to heaven 

III. Conclusion 

A. Old Story: Rich man thought it unfair he had to leave it all behind 

1. He asked God for permission to take his wealth.  God said OK. 

a. He could only take one suitcase; he packed a suitcase with gold. 

b. Peter stopped him at gate, “Sorry, but you can’t take it with you!” 

2. But he had permission from the front office.  That fascinated Peter. 

a. What could possibly be so special this brought a suitcase to heaven 

b. Peter opened and looked in, “Pavement? You brought pavement?”  

B. When the richest man who ever lived gives free financial advice, listen! 

1. Solomon warns us do to be too invested (pun intended) in money 

a. You’ll never get enough.  It creates as many problems as it solves. 

b. It never seems to last.  And you really can’t take it with you. 

2. If that is true, why do we focus so much on money and stuff it buys? 

a. That’s easy.  Deep down, we’re not completely sure that it’s true! 

b. We’ll get enough.  No problems.  Make it last.  Will take it with us. 

c. Maybe we don’t think—so we just to the position of our culture 

3. Think!  See money as God does… and see eternity that way as well! 


