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Easter: Raised with Christ 
 (Romans 6:4, Ephesians 2:6-7, 2 Corinthians 4:13-14) 

I. Introduction 

A. There was a movement in the last led by Rudolf Bultmann to demythologize the Bible 

1. Bultmann believed that the Gospel writers used terms and concepts they had available  

a. They had no scientific understanding of world, so they spoke in miracle and myth 

b. Today, unlike Peter and Paul, we understand more of how the world really works 

2. Bultmann wanted to demythologize the NT to make the gospel acceptable to modern  

a. He sought to remove the miracle and myth in order to focus more on the gospel 

b. For Bultmann, the gospel was that God acted for mankind in Christ.  God is for us 

1) Virgin birth, walking on water, and healing the sick were metaphor and myth 

2) The greatest of these metaphors and myth was the resurrection of Jesus 

c. These ancient myths must be removed so modern scientific minds will accept gospel 

3. Many people believe Bultmann’s conclusions without any knowledge of Bultmann 

a. They’re for Jesus, but as a human teacher; they don’t buy any of the hocus-pocus  

b. What became clear is a gospel without the miracle stories is a gospel without God 

c. Bultmann Christianity became a lame humanism that no power to change people 

B. Today is Easter, a time to remind ourselves that our faith is centered in a living Christ 

1. The truthfulness of resurrection of Christ says something about Christ (Rom 1:4) 

a. A Jew being crucified by Rome in the first century was not exactly newsworthy 

b. About 2000 Jews were crucified in a single day in B.C. 40 by Quintilius Varus! 

c. None of them rose from the dead! The resurrection shows Jesus as Son of God! 

2. The resurrection says something about Christ; it also says something about the Bible 

a. Those who wrote the N.T. speak of the resurrection as an accomplished fact 

b. Paul writes the truth when he speaks of the grace of God and salvation by faith. 

1) But he also has long sections where talks about importance of the resurrection 

2) If he’s wrong about resurrection, he’s wrong about everything (1 Cor 15:15) 

3. The resurrection says a lot about Jesus and Bible— it also says a lot about us as well 

a. Jesus coming out of the tomb is not something we run up the flag pole and salute 

b. It is not just a doctrine that we must believe, and then we check that off the sheet 

1) The Bible says that in several ways, “we are raised with Christ.” 

2) Let’s look briefly this morning at three ways we are raised with Jesus 
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II. How We Are Raised with Christ 

A. First, we are raised with Christ when our sins are forgiven  

1. The gospel of grace was opposed by some who believed we must jump through hoops 

a. Paul gives us an idea of what Some of the hoop-jumpers were saying (Rom 3:7-8) 

1) You see the point?  If we are saved by grace, then why bother with the rules 

2) They were saying, “God likes to forgive; I like to sin.  That works for me.” 

b. Paul’s is pretty clear here what he thinks of this kind of belief! (Rom 3:8b) 

2. By the time we get to Romans 6, Paul brings that up again to set up a point (6:1) 

a. We can’t casually continue to sin and play the grace card.  Why not? (Rom 6:2) 

1) We died to sin!  That doesn’t we’re perfect, but it means we can’t live in it 

2) We cannot accept sin as our normal environment—we died to it (Rom 6:3) 

b. And not only that—we have been raised with Christ to a new life in him (Rom 6:4) 

c. Our life of forgiveness is tied to the resurrection of Christ— raised with him 

3. Easter is not about just remembering what happened to Jesus 2000 years ago 

a. It is remembering what happened to us when we were baptized—buried and raised 

1) In baptism we are buried, immersed in water to symbolize our death to sin 

2) But baptism is also a picture of Easter, our resurrection from sin to new life 

b. The resurrection is not just about what happened to Jesus; it’s what happened to us 

c. Just in case we don’t fully get Paul’s point here, he repeats it for us Col 2:11-12) 

4. The first point about is that Christians resurrection is tied to our forgiveness 

B. Second, we are raised with Christ in our victory over this world 

1. We are familiar with Eph 2:8, the verse saying we are saved by grace through faith 

a. But what does the verses right before this familiar one tells us? (Eph 2:6-7) 

b. We have been raised up with Christ to sit “in the heavenly realms.”  What is that? 

2. Phrase “heavenlies” is used in Ephesians for different aspects of the spiritual realm 

a. Sometimes refers to spiritual things—where spiritual blessings are (Eph 1:3)  

b. Sometimes it refers to where Christ rules and has been exalted (Eph 1:19-20) 

c. Sometimes it is where powers and spiritual forces of evil are (Eph 6:12) 

3. Here in Ephesians 2:6, the heavenly realm is where we are united with Christ 

a. The power that raised Jesus has raised us up to sit with Christ spiritually 

b. We live in this world, but we are transported to be with Christ (Col 3:1-2) 
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C. Third, Christ’s resurrection is linked to our final resurrection from the dead  

1. There is a spiritual sense in which we have already been raised up with Christ 

a. But our time on earth is limited; we all come with an expiration date 

b. When our time comes to leave this world, we know that it is not the end 

c. God will raise us from death; we know because He raised Jesus (2 Cor 4:13-14) 

2. This was a sticking point at Corinth where some taught there was no resurrection 

a. This was influenced by Greek thought that had a hard time with life after death 

b. When you die, you’re dead all over like Rover—death is “That’s all folks” 

c. If that was true, Paul wonders why he put up with so much hardship (1 Cor 15:32) 

1) Without the resurrection, we are “to be pitied” and “miserable” (1 Cor 15:19) 

2) But he can know that we will be raised because Christ was raised 

3. Easter is all that matters when you stand at the edge of a freshly dug grave! 

III. Conclusion 

A. We live in a world of science and technology where seeing is believing.  Or is it really? 

1. You’ve seen examples of Photoshopped pictures that intentionally distort reality 

a. There have been news agencies who have gotten in trouble using doctored images 

b. Most movies are produced with the help of computer simulations and animations 

2. George MacDonald reminds us that, “Seeing is not believing; it is only seeing.” 

a. Our eyes are deceived by this world— things that aren’t really real and will not last 

b. We must keep things real and know what is truly true.  “Walk by faith, not by sight” 

B. At the center of the Christian faith are things we must believe to be true without seeing 

1. Our sins are forgiven because Jesus died on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

a. Christ gives us the power we need to live the Christian life (Ephesians 1:19-20) 

b. Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us… and He will come back (John 14:1-3) 

2. All of that rests of the resurrection; if Christ didn’t raise, then none of that is true 

a. The resurrection is just one doctrine among many doctrines of the Christian faith 

b. It is at the center of our faith— our every hope we have rests on the resurrection 

C. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! The question is, “Have you been raised with Christ?” 

1. The next song points to the day at the end when we will hear his voice and rise up. 

2. We won’t rise up that day to be with Christ if we are not raised with Christ today 


