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The Story (7): The Battle Belongs to the Lord 
 (Joshua 5-6) 

I. Introduction 

A. Millions have been helped by Alcoholics Anonymous and similar self-help groups 

1. The peer-based group was founded by Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob Smith in 1935 

a. The stated purpose was “stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety” 

b. It came from “Oxford Group,” a movement seeking “New Testament Christianity” 

2. It was based on a series of principles, the twelve steps, that lead back to sobriety 

a. We are powerless over our addiction; our lives have become unmanageable 

b. We believe that only power greater than ourselves can restore us to sanity.   

c. We made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. 

d. We admitted to God, ourselves, and to another human being the nature of our wrong 

e. We became entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of our character. 

f. We have humbly asked God to remove our shortcomings. 

3. There are others (5 more if my math is right), but those are enough to illustrate point 

a. Point: For a self-help group, these steps don’t put a lot of stock in self, right? 

b. The first thing you have to admit before taking control of addiction—you have none 

1) You will remain powerless over your failure until you admit you are powerless! 

2) The power and the control must come from above—it must come from God 

c. Wouldn’t most of us benefit from spending some time with the twelve steps? 

B. At the very least, we need to confess that we are powerless.  We have no control 

1. Some are control freaks; they drive themselves and others crazy trying to control 

a. Our attempts at being in control are only an exercise in self-delusion.   

b. Let me use an example from Calvin—not John Calvin, but Calvin and Hobbes 

c. Calvin stands over a plant, “You want water? Well, I’ve got a big can right here” 

1) Gets power-mad, “It’s up to me to decide if you get water; I control your fate” 

2) He continues, “Without me you’re as good as dead…”  Then it starts raining! 

d. Just when think we are in control, the world round us (or God) reminds us we’re not 

2. As we continue “The Story” today, Joshua leads the people into promised land 

a. 40 years before, Israel refused to enter because of giants and great walled cities 

b. Those were still there, and the first thing they come to are the walls of Jericho 

3. Battle of Jericho is a reminder that we’re never in control of our battles— but God is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moral_character
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II. The Battle of Jericho: Then 

A. Before we look at the battle of Jericho, let’s quickly review what led to this fight 

1. Jericho was gateway city of Canaan, eight miles NW of Jordan River and Dead Sea. 

a. God promised He would fight Israel’s battles and lead them to victory (Exo 23:23) 

1) God Moses the Canaanites were being punished because of their sin (Deut 9:4) 

2) God would use Israel, but the punishment on Canaan was done by God’s hand 

b. As Israel first enters the Promised Land, they come to the walled city of Jericho 

1) One of the things that terrified them 40 before were these walled cities 

2) Later we learn inside the walls, the people of Jericho were terrified of them! 

c. Before Israel could begin the conquest, they had to do something about the walls 

2. God would take care of that, but His battle plan was a bit… unusual (Josh 6:3-4) 

a. God’s plan was for Israel to walk around the city… once a day for a week. 

b. On the last day, they’d walk around 7 times, blow on trumpets, and then shout 

1) God gives this plan to Joshua, then Joshua must relay those orders to others. 

2) Can you imagine that first war-council, “OK guys, the plan is we’re to walk…” 

B. The old hymn reminds us that “God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform” 

1. God has a way of coming up with plans for us that are very different from our own 

a. Plan God gave Gideon was to fight a vastly superior army with torches & trumpets 

b. Why would God give Gideon such a limited army and strange tactics? (Judges 7:2) 

c. To defeat marauding baddies with only torches and trumpets— that must be God 

2. And to bring down great walls great city just by walking around— that must be God 

a. If this had been the first generation, they would have complained about the plan 

b. Israel learned that lesson; they obeyed God and the walls fell down (Josh 6:20) 

C. Question: Do you think the Israelites threw a victory party after Battle of Jericho? 

1. What would they have celebrated?  This battle didn’t leave a lot of bragging room!    

a. “Did you see how I struck fear in their heart with how fearsome I shouted” 

b. “Did you hear how I long I held that last high note when I blew my trumpet?” 

c. “Man, we really marched in perfectly straight lines and round circles!” 

2. Silly!  Joshua didn’t fight the battle of Jericho— the battle belongs to the Lord 

a. The point of this unconventional battle plan was show them the battle was God’s  

b. God had stressed through that there was nothing special about Israel (Deut 7:7)  

c. Jericho was to remind Israel that God power not theirs, was at work in them 
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III. The Battle of Jericho: Today 

A. Church, we need to understand that it is the power of God that is at work in us today.   

1. The power in our lives today is not our intelligence or our ingenuity—it is our God. 

a. Sure, we must obey Him; we must walk in those straight lines and round circles. 

b. That walk is not always easy for us, because we walk faith, not by sight (2 Cor 5:7) 

1) There is so much that happens in our lives that we don’t understand 

2) Do you think that just walking around Jericho made sense to the Israelites? 

2. But they had to keep on walking, believing that God was at work… and so do we  

a. Paul stresses this idea of walking in Ephesians (NIV and others hide this emphasis) 

b. Over and over again, he says we have to keep waling (Eph 2:10, 4:1, 5:2, 5:8, ESV) 

1) Why was it important for the Israelites to walk around the city of Jericho? 

2) It showed faith in God!  When we keep walking, we show our faith in God too! 

B. But we’re not an army like Israel; we are small and weak and have limited resources. 

1. Paul would say this puts us in the perfect position to glorify God (2 Cor 12:9-10). 

a. God’s power and presence in our lives is seen through flaws and weakness 

b. That why Israel just walked around; that why Gideon’s army was reduced to 300 

c. God works in weakness so that we can know that then power is from Him 

2. Reporter for Jericho Times could’ve written, “Scraggly Army Walks Around” 

a. Reporter today might be equally unimpressed, “Scraggly Church Serves God” 

b. The question is, “Do we believe that we have the same God that they had?” 

3. I’m weak and you’re weak; put those weaknesses together, we set the table for God! 

a. Maybe God had Israel walk around city for a week so they’d see it from all sides 

1) They’d look at those high, fortified walls and say, “I don’t know about this…” 

2) When they shouted and the walls fell down knew the battle belongs to the Lord 

b. When we put our weakness in the hands of God, our faith can shake the earth! 

C. Church, we’re just not impressive; we could spend all day listing what makes us weak 

1. Why do you think God chose us in the first place?  He chooses weak (1 Cor 1:27-29) 

a. Corinthians wanted to judge themselves by world’s standards—money and power 

b. Much of their disunity came from judging one another by the standards of the world 

c. But they’re mutts-n-mongrels when judged by the world’s standards.  So are we! 

2. Israel was no great army, but God used them to win battle… because they walked 

3. And if we will walk in straight lines and round circles, God can use us as well 
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IV. Conclusion 

A. In the beginning of the Jericho story, there’s a watershed moment that we skipped 

1. At end of Joshua 4, they had finally crossed the Jordan River into Canaan itself. 

a. In Joshua 5, they ate of the milk and honey of Canaan, and the manna stopped. 

b. Like babies becoming toddlers, they aren’t hand-fed anymore.  Time to grow up1 

2. Joshua walks the camp and mulls over this, he has visitor (Reading: Josh 5:13-15) 

a. Joshua has an experience of God here much like Moses’ had with the burning bush 

1) They both respond to this experience in bare feet— the ground is holy ground 

2) Both respond to their experience by bowing down to the ground in reverence 

b. What was the message that the commander of the Lord’s army had for Joshua 

3. Only message he gives Joshua was to take off his shoes because the ground was holy 

a. Book begins with command to be strong and courageous or God is with him (1:9) 

1) Now Joshua is down to white-knuckle time; this is where the rubber meets road 

2) God appears to Joshua before battle to say, “I said I was with you; I’m here” 

b. Question: Who would any Israelite say was the commander of the Lord’s army?   

1) Everyone saw Joshua as the commander of the Lord’s army.  Moses said so! 

2) God says to Joshua, “You aren’t in charge; I am.”  Battle belongs to the Lord! 

B. The battle still belongs to the Lord; God is still the commander of the armies of Israel! 

1. Our job is simple; we walk!  We are follow God to the very best of our abilities 

a. We don’t have to win the battle; all we do is just show up and walk 

b. God is still the commander of the armies of Israel; he still makes the walls fall down 

2. But we have to keep on walking, and we keep on walking by faith! 

a. God tells us to be strong and courageous and to remember He is always with us 

b. We’ve got to keep walking and remembering the battle belongs to the Lord 

 


