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The Story (6): Moses- Now Choose Life 
 (Deuteronomy 11) 

I. Introduction 

A. In Sophie’s Choice, Meryl Streep plays Polish woman caught in the evil of holocaust. 

1. As she is sent is sent to camp at Auschwitz, she is forced to make “Sophie’s Choice.” 

a. A sadistic officer forces her to choose between keeping either her son or daughter. 

b. She has seconds to choose which will live and die; she chooses to save her son 

c. Little girl is dragged away; her son is taken from her later.  She never sees either  

2. Her terrible choice had terrible consequences that she would never overcame. 

a. The choice haunted her; she was as much a victim of the holocaust as her children 

b. The movie ends with her committing suicide; she couldn’t live with her choice 

B. Hopefully, we’ll never make a choice like Sophie’s, but our choices do impact our lives 

1. Even small choices that we make in the present can have a great impact in the future 

a. You choose to take an elective class, which sparks a new interest that you pursue 

b. That leads to different career path, different relationships, different place to live 

c. The entire direction of your life can change because of one seemingly minor choice 

2. My first year as a youth intern, I told director I might be able to teach at his VBS  

a. When did call late in the summer, I really didn’t want to go.  But I had told him! 

b. I only had 2 weeks before returning to school, but I couldn’t think of excuse. I went 

1) My roommate went to same church and set me up on a blind date while there 

2) Who’ve known choosing to teach VBS would completely change my life?  

3. If minor choices like that can change our lives, then what about the major choices? 

C. As we continue “The Story,” we come to Moses laying out the choices for Israel 

1. Deuteronomy is a series of four sermons or speeches delivered by Moses at the end 

a. He is getting ready to turn the reigns of the leadership of Israel over to Joshua 

b. He calls Israel together to remind them of what lies before … and behind them 

c. He reminds them of their past (their history) and their Law (Deut = “second Law”) 

2. Both serve to remind Israel of what is at stake— blessings and curses of God 

a. Choose to keep the covenant, and God will bless them and secure them in new land 

b. Choose to rebel (and they had in the past), and God’s curses would be on them 

3. Moses lays out the choice Israel must make (Reading: Deuteronomy 11:22-28) 
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II. First, We Are to Love God 

A. One of the characteristic of Deuteronomy is this command to Love God (Dt 11:1, 13, 22) 

1. Deuteronomy is a restatement of the Law, but it’s language is very relational 

a. The command “love the Lord” appears in this law book more than the rest of OT! 

b. There are even more statements in Deuteronomy of how God loves his people 

2. What did Jesus say is greatest command?  “Love the Lord your God…” (Matt 22:37) 

a. He didn’t just make that up off top of His head— that’s from Deuteronomy 6:5! 

b. Last week we focused on fearing God as motivation to obey; this week it’s love 

B. Paul says that love fulfills the Law (Rom 13:10).  Love is what the law is all about 

1. There was a Rabbinic proverb that said, “Love God, and do what you want.” 

a. There’s no restriction if we love God?  Yes there is; the restriction is to love 

b. If we love God, we’ll do what He says— because we want to do what He says 

c. But our love is often flawed and suspect, so we need the boundaries of the Law 

2. And up to this point, Israel’s love for God had been a very flawed and suspect.   

a. Hard as this is to believe, they mostly called on God when were in trouble! Imagine. 

1) When they were trapped against the Red Sea or in desert without food or water.  

2) Of course, their calling on God sounded a lot like grumbling and complaining 

b. They turn to God (sort of) when they need something. But is that really love? 

1) What do parents suspect if a child is too affectionate, cooperative or helpful? 

2) We assume they are angling for something! Is that love or manipulation? 

3. I read a “Reverse Dear John Letter” written by a young lady to her former fiancé.   
Dear John, I have always loved you.  I don't know how I could have been so blind as to ever leave you.  Larry meant 

nothing to me; it is only you that I love.  Can you ever see it in your heart to forgive me?  Please take me back and 

we can have the life we have always dreamed of.  P.S.  Congratulations on winning the lottery. 

a. If John isn’t blind, he will see through this shallow, selfish declaration of love 

1) So… does God?  Is our love of God so shallow we love when we need Him? 

2) Does God roll his eyes when we get in a desperate way and then start praying? 

b. Sure, I understand that crisis and calamity can humble us and drive us to our knees 

c. God can use hardship to remind us of our need? That was the wilderness wandering! 

1) Up to this point, Israel doesn’t seem to connect needing God and loving God. 

2) They needed to love God; they needed to see themselves in a relationship 

4. These words are relational; choosing God begins with choosing to love Him 
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III. We Are Also to Obey God 

A. Love in the Bible is an action word; loving God means we obey him (Dt 11:1, 13, 22)  

1. Scholars tells us that the Law of Moses is technically a “suzerainty covenant” 

a. A “suzerain” was like a feudal lord or local king to whom one’s loyalty was due 

1) “Suzerainty covenant” was the agreement where you agree to serve that lord 

2) It wasn’t really a contract in the strictest sense; one party had all the power! 

b. I’m very familiar with this kind of covenant; that was the deal that I had as a kid 

1) Dad would tell me to go cut the grass, and I would ask, “What do I get if I do?” 

2) His answer was, “You get to live another day!”  That’s a “suzerainty covenant” 

2. We may say to ourselves, “God is a loving Father; he would never punish anyone” 

a. God is love; but God is also the King!  That doesn’t leave us any room to negotiate. 

b. Important Point: God does not expect us to be sinless or perfect—just obedient 

1) God didn’t expect Israel to perfectly keeping the Law— point of the sacrifices 

2) God doesn’t expect us to be perfect either— that’s is the point of the cross 

c. God’s love has always overcome our human frailty, weakness and imperfection 

3. What God has never tolerated is rebellion!  He didn’t tolerate it then; He won’t today 

B. So is our relationship with God today based on love or obedience?  You say tomato… 

1. What we saw in Deuteronomy 11 is that the same verses to stress love and obedience 

a. Love is an action word; we can’t show our love for God without obeying Him 

b. That should not surprise us; Jesus connects those two as well (John 14:15) 

2. Entering and possessing the Promised Land was always conditional (Deut 11:8-9)  

a. Wasn’t the Promised Land, like, promised?  Yes, but it wasn’t unconditional! 

1) They didn’t automatically enter the land; they had to obey God to get there 

2) They’d been there before! A generation died in the wilderness.  Didn’t obey! 

3) God could do the wilderness-wandering again if they didn’t get it. They got it! 

b. That brings us back one more time to our text (Deut 11:22-23).  Three things here— 

1) Love God: their devotion had to be God alone; wouldn’t share them with idols. 

2) Walk in His Ways: Follow all the commandments that God set before them. 

3) Hold Fast: Relationship is measured in longevity; must continue to love/obey. 

c. Maybe if we looked very hard here, we might find a lesson for the church today! 
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IV. Conclusion 

A. Moses gives Israel a choice; this is nothing like Sophie’s choice (Deut 11:26-28) 

1. So what are you trying to say?  It would be hard to misunderstand this, right? 

a. You can choose to follow God and receive His promised blessings 

b. Or we can choose not to obey God, and there fall under His curse 

2. Moses give Israel a similar choice in his final speech of the book (Deut 30:19-20) 

a. First, Moses wants them to see the seriousness of their choice—it’s life and death 

b. Second, his appeal to Israel (and to us) is choose wisely, “Now choose life!” 

c. Third, he wants them to know that it is really God who is our life!  Choose Him! 

B. Israel was bound for the Promised Land; before they could enter, they needed to choose 

1. Are we bound for the Promised Land?  Like theirs, ours is conditional promise 

2. The song we’re about to sing reminds us that God offers a “covenant of love” 

a. Like Israel, we did not do anything to deserve God’s love or His covenant 

b. We respond to His love when we live in His covenant— when we seek to obey 

1) Again, this is not an expectation of perfection or even a close approximation 

2) Jesus did all the heavy lifting for us at the cross; we can’t deserve that 

3. We must choose.  The choice is between life and death.  “Now choose life!” 

 


