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The Story (4): Is the Lord Among Us? 
(Exodus 17:7) 

I. Introduction 

A. There are times we want to ask, “Is God really among us?”  Like the Parkland shootings 

1. We see God in the sacrifice and selflessness of those who acted to protect others 

a. Coach Aaron Feis died while putting his body between the shooter and his kids 

b. Peter Wang was killed holding a door open so twenty others could escape  

c. Anthony Morges (still in hospital) was shot 5 times holding door of class closed  

2. But if God were really present, couldn’t He have acted a little more directly?  

a. Causing the gun to jam? Making the firing pin break? Causing bullets to misfire? 

b. At the heart of our Christian faith are two bedrock and conflicting truths— 

1) Our world is broken by sin AND God is All-Sovereign over all things 

2) When life gets difficult, we want to ask, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

B. That’s the question Israel is asking as we move into Exodus in our look at “The Story” 

1. Favored status of Israel disappeared as a Pharaoh arose who didn’t know Joseph  

a. He saw Israel as a threat, and so he enslaved them and tried to work them to death 

b. When that didn’t work, he ordered all boy babies killed as soon as they’re born 

2. God’s people were oppressed and abuses, so was the really among them or not? 

a. We do see God working in small ways to bless people for their individual faith 

b. Jewish midwives refused to follow Pharaoh order to kill Jewish male babies at birth 

1) They said, “Hebrew women are so vigorous, they deliver before we get there” 

2) As a result, God not only blessed Israel, but He blessed the midwives (1:20-21) 

C. God wasn’t absent, but He didn’t seem to be doing anything to correct the national crisis 

1. That’s how it seemed in the lower story until Amram and Jochebed had a baby boy 

a. Pharaoh commanded boy babies to be thrown into the Nile River— so they did. 

b. They put the baby Moses in a basket, and he was fished out by Pharaoh’s daughter 

1) He was nursed and raised by his mother, so he knew his Jewish story & identity  

2) He was also educated in Pharaoh’s house, and uniquely prepared for leadership 

2. Israel asked, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  God was preparing His upper-story plan 

a. Israel had no idea of that plan; to them it looked like God was being totally silent 

b. God isn’t introduced in Exodus story until end of chapter 2 (Read: Exo 2:23-25) 
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II. Overview of Exodus, Part One 

A. Exodus divides itself into two parts; let’s do 5-minute survey of part one (part we know) 

1. Moses had his own exodus from Egypt 40 years before as Pharaoh tried to kill him 

a. He has lived the life of a shepherd, tending sheep for his father in law (exciting life) 

b. One day as he tends his sheep, he sees a bush that is burning and that never burns up 

1) It’s theophany, manifestation of God’s presence; he’s told to remove his shoes 

2) He’s also told what we just read; God see the suffering of His people (3:7-8) 

c. Moses once wanted to help his people; now God was giving him his chance! (3:9) 

2. Moses was less than thrilled with this, and he spends two chapters making excuses 

a. But God generally gets his way, and Moses makes his return to Egypt (Exo 5:1) 

b. Pharaoh isn’t as impressed with God’s message as Moses may have imagined (5:2) 

c. Not only does Pharaoh refuses to let Israel go, he increases their suffering as well 

B. Then things get very dramatic; God brings a series of plagues on Pharaoh and Egypt 

1. These plagues serve to both humble Pharaoh and shows God’s power over false gods 

a. Court magicians try to replicate the plagues, but concede it’s “finger of God” (8:19)  

b. After each plague Pharaoh begs Moses to remove it, but then later changes his mind  

2. Last plague is the death of the firstborn son in every family across all of Egypt 

a. Perhaps this is God’s judgment for all the Hebrews killed in Pharaoh’s slaughter 

b. Perhaps it is an attack on Pharaoh himself; not even his house was immune  

1) Only Hebrew homes protected by lamb’s blood spread on doorpost escape 

2) Passover memorialize God’s sparing the firstborn and leading them to freedom 

c. After this last plague, Pharaoh has finally had enough; Israel now leaves Egypt 

d. They don’t pass go, but they do collect $200; Egyptians gave them money to get out 

C. In the final confrontation, Pharaoh changes his mind last time and sends army after Israel 

1. God delivers Israel by parting the Red Sea and lets them escape Pharaoh’s army 

a. They watch as the Egyptian army tries to follow and then drowns in the Red Sea 

b. Moses and Miriam lead Israel in a song of praise because of God’s deliverance 

2. How’s that for a world-wind tour of half of Exodus? We’ll do the 2nd half next week. 

a. But we’re not quite done.  There’s two-chapter postscript we’ll look at this morning 

b. After all the excitement at the Red Sea, they now head into the desert for Mt. Sinai 

3. And forget everything they’ve seen and done.  They forget the Lord is among them! 
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III. Is the Lord Among Us or Not? 

A. I read of two deacons getting into a fistfight over what should be the opening hymn 

1. That’s no more bizarre than the sequence of events as Israel turns toward Sinai 

a. Miriam led a song of praise celebrating God’s victory at the Red Sea (Exo 15:21) 

b. They begin their journey only to have trouble finding water (Exo 15:22) 

c. What they find is bitter, so they immediately grumble and complain (15:23-24) 

2. A few verses after praising God, they are complaining because things are hard 

a. They’ve seen God turn the Nile into blood; they’ve seen him divide Red Sea 

b. Shouldn’t they be getting the idea that water is one of the things God does? 

3. They run into difficulty and begin to wonder, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

B. Just a few verses later, the same thing happens when they get hungry (Exo 16:2-3) 

1. They had seen God’s judgment on Egypt in the plagues—but they were kept safe 

a. They had no frogs or locus or gnats.  No hail had fallen to destroy their crops 

b. None of their families had suffered the death of the first born as had Egypt 

2. Now they grumble and complain because they thought God would let them starve? 

a. They began this journey because they believed God would lead to promised land 

1) But they suffer a bit of difficulty and start thinking, “Is God among us or not?” 

2) Moses warns, “You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD.” (16:8)  

b. The words are scarcely out of his mouth when the glory of God appears (16:10) 

1) God will give them food, but His appearance here is also something of warning  

2) Now they KNOW the Lord is among them, but they must now live like it 

C. They don’t!  A few verses later, they complain again because water is scarce (17:1-3) 

1. If any people should have been ready for the exodus, these people should have been it 

a. They had spent 400 years as slaves in the land in Egypt, oppressed and abused 

b. They had been led out of Egypt by what even the Egyptians saw as “finger of God” 

c. They saw Red Sea part to allow them to pass; they saw their enemies destroyed 

d. They are led by Moses, a man every other generation of Jew would veneration  

2. And yet from the time they cross the Red Sea, they fought Moses tooth and toenail 

a. The answer is at the end of this story where God one more time gives them water 

b. Moses names the place “Testing” and “Quarreling” and then says this (Exo 17:7) 

3. The failure of Israel in Exodus was they didn’t know if Lord was among them or not! 
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IV. Conclusion 

A. The songs we sang this morning all spoke of the presence of God among us 

1. I thought we sang like we believed them; do we? Do we believe God is here today? 

a. “I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene…” 

b. “In His presence there is comfort; in His presence there is peace…” 

c. “Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; I can feel His mighty power…” 

2. Our text asks us, “Is the LORD among us or not?” Do we really believe God is here? 

a. I’m not talking amount a squishy, better-felt-than-told chill down your spine 

1) Or being so moved by worship that you feel you can touch face of God 

2) Or carried rapturously to heavens by eloquence of sermon (in wrong place) 

b. Do we believe that God is present among us as we worship (Heb 12:22-24) 

c. Do we believe that God is among us or not?  Or are we just playing church today? 

B. What about when we leave this place?  Do we believe the Lord is among us or not? 

1. Why aren’t we more joyous, positive and successful in living the Christian life 

a. Things are fine as long as things are fine— but what if there are problems? 

b. Can we find ourselves griping and complaining just like the Israelites in our story? 

1) I’ve noticed about negative people— they’re the last to know they are negative! 

2) Everyone around them knows they’re a sourpuss; they think they’re “realistic” 

c. Point?  What about me?  What about you?  We can fall into trap without realizing it!  

2. Is God among us or not?  Israel’s complaining was caused by realizing His presence 

a. They didn’t understand that to complain was a sign of not trusting God!  Do we? 

b. James points us to that same truth when he warns that Judge is at the door (Jam 5:9) 

3. Paul goes further drawing parallels to the exodus story for us (1 Cor 10:6-10) 

a. All their failures from idolatry to sexual immorality to grumbling had one cause 

b. Israel doubted the Lord was really among them—and so they lived that way 

1) They doubted God would take care of them, so they grumble and complained 

2) They doubted God would hold them accountable, and worshipped golden calf 

C. We must decide today if we believe that the Lord is really among us… or not! 

1. If we doubt God’s presence, we’ll grumble and complain and go our own way 

2. You must decide if this is all a game we are playing or if God is really among us 

3. What do you think?  Is the Lord really among us or not? 


