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After the Amen (2): Paying the Price 
 (Matthew 8:18-22) 

I. Introduction 

A. P.T. Barnum would begin his circus with a big parade through town to attract attention  

1. Brightly decorated bandwagon would lead parade of circus performers through town  

a. The bandwagon was exactly what it sounds like: horse-drawn platform for a band 

b. They played to attract attention so everyone would know the circus was in town 

2. In the late 1800’s this become a popular marketing method, especially in politics  

a. The bandwagon attracted a crowd; people would line the street for a mini-parade 

b. The campaigning politician would speak for a while from this moving platform 

1) But you shouldn’t be too quickly or too easily dazzled by the band or speech  

2) So you were always being warned “Be sure not to jump on his bandwagon” 

B. That’s still pretty good advice; it is still way too easy to jump on someone’s bandwagon 

1. Why is president’s approval rating this week at 37%?  Someone voted for him, right? 

a. Same reason all presidents get elected and lose approval points (buyer’s remorse) 

b. Just enough people jumped on the bandwagon at the right time in the right states 

2. And we see it all the time in music, movies fashion—people jump on/off bandwagon 

a. We’re not genetically linked to lemmings, but were all basically lemmings at heart 

b. Social Experiment: Get 10 or 15 friends and go stand in line in front of something 

1) Chances are pretty good it won’t be long before others will cue up with you! 

2) See how long it is before someone asks you, “Uhh… what are we waiting for?” 

C. We continue today with our series “After the Amen.”  Jesus after the Sermon on Mount 

1. Jesus is at the height of his powers; he is greatly popular with crowds (Matt 7:28-29) 

a. Before the sermon Jesus had earned a reputation of being a healer (Matt 4:24) 

b. After the sermon, he healed a leper and the servant of a centurion (Matt 8:1-13) 

c. He continued to heal many, so his reputation continued to grow (Matt 8:14-17) 

2. In other words, Jesus was developed something of a name, reputation, a bandwagon 

a. And it only stands to reason that some wanted to jump on that growing bandwagon 

b. But Jesus was about more than making noise; he had come to announce kingdom 

c. To get on his bandwagon, you had to be willing to pay the price of discipleship 

D. Two different people in Matthew 8:18-22 illustrate why we can’t be bandwagon disciples  
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II. Paying the Price: THEN 

A. Matthew first sets up a change of scenery… or the reason for the change (Matt 8:18) 

1. Jesus is going to leave Capernaum and cross over to the other side of Galilee  

a. Jesus is likely trying to get away from his bandwagon—the crowds he’s attracting 

1) Jesus taught a huge crowd in the Sermon on the Mount and he’ll do that again 

2) Much of ministry was one-on-one—leper, centurion, Peter’s mother-in-law 

b. Crowds make that kind of ministry difficult; Jesus will often run from the mob 

2. Matthew is a Reader’s Digest of a longer, maybe more familiar version of Luke 9 

a. In Luke, there are three who come to Jesus willing to follow him as disciples 

b. We’ll take a peek at the Luke’s third seeker tonight in the small group lesson 

B. But Matthew contrasts two very different people who come offering to follow Jesus 

1. First, is “teacher of the law” or “scribe” (ESV) who comes here to Jesus (Matt 8:19) 

a. This is really curious convert to jump of Jesus’ bandwagon when you think about it 

1) Those who the crowds just said Jesus taught different/better than (Matt 7:29) 

2) Next time Matthew uses word, “teacher of law” is on the attack (Matt 9:3) 

3) That attack mode is pretty common; and Jesus attacks back (Matt 15:1-3) 

4) Jesus tells the apostles that scribes would help engineer his death (Matt 16:21) 

b. Having one of these guys ready to become a disciple would have been quite a coup 

c. Jesus won’t people on bandwagon because of position or prominence (Matt 8:20) 

1) Following Jesus would mean giving up a place of position and prominence 

a) Jesus was getting ready to leave Capernaum for the Gadarenes—area of Gentiles 

b) Would a super-strict scribe be willing to give up the comforts of home for that? 

2) One must always check your motives before one gets on Jesus bandwagon 

d. Discipleship is not a way to get rich, noticed or have your problems solved 

2. Second, a man already called a disciple talks to Jesus about following (Matt 8:21) 

a. He doesn’t really offer to follow Jesus; he’s already done that! He is a “disciple” 

b. He needs to attned to his father’s funeral; that should be an excused absence, right 

1) Teacher in college gave an excused-absences for funerals only if it was yours!  

2) In Jewish culture, a corpse had to be buried within 24-hours of their deaths 

3) So at first blush anyway, the man isn’t really requesting much of a delay here 

c. We’re disturbed by answer, particularly since our excuses aren’t as good (8:22) 
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3. There are several possible explanations for the harshness of Jesus’ answer here— 

a. This guy was a scribe, right? A Nazarite or High Priest can’t attend father’s funeral 

1) Maybe Jesus way is using this to ask the man about his spiritual priorities 

2) If the God is really #1 priority, you wouldn’t be thinking about funerals 

b. Or maybe this is really more about the man’s competing responsibilities 

1) What man asks is, “Let me wait until nothing else at home that is in the way” 

2) Jesus responds with, “And when is that going to happen; when you’re dead?” 

4. Another possibility: Jesus responds harshly he sees the excuse as just that, an excuse. 

a. If you saw bulletin, you know I watched national championship game Monday 

1) I didn’t say I had a migraine; I had to take drugs to make it thru overtime 

2) I should have gone to bed, but I was determined to make it (what a game!) 

b. Here’s My Point: Feeling that sick is often a reason/excuse not to do things 

1) It was important to me to see the game through, and I was determined to finish 

2) Sometimes an excuse is excuse, not a reason; it depends motivation/priority 

c. This man had to decide if following Jesus was most important thing.  So do we! 

III. Paying the Price: TODAY 

A. Our point today is that Jesus wants us to be disciples—not just riders on his bandwagon 

1. Problem: The modern church is pretty much set up to promote the idea of bandwagon 

a. We all know that it is important to come to church because… we’re all here, right? 

b. Lot of us think that following Christ and coming to church are pretty much the same 

2. Let me give some real-time, real-life illustrations (not the most important, just recent) 

a. PORT Ministry. It’s pain at Christmas, but homeless are homeless that week too 

1) Hard time to get people to sign up (some will come, don’t want to commit)  

2) But then we had people who signed-up and didn’t show up for their task 

b. PORT Clean-Up: We texted everyone about the re-set-up Thursday after PORT 

1) Only one person under 50 come to move chairs, etc.  Fred White was here! 

2) So many of us are used to thinking stuff like this isn’t our job…  It’s Fred’s! 

c. Teacher Training Class: Here’s picture of a great, committed group here yesterday 

1) These are the people who gave up a Saturday to learn to better teach your kids 

2) There is a surprising demographic almost completely missing from the picture 

3. OK, this was a busy time of year; we had people out of town.  So it’s an illustration. 
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B. Question: Have we gotten too comfortable thinking that “somebody else does all that” 

1. Do we think that all we do is show up and church elves take care of the rest? 

a. There are no church elves!  There is no bandwagon.  There’s price for discipleship 

b. A church this size it’s critical we know that no gets to sit on the sideline and watch 

1) We need everyone in the game, but then that is true even if we had 2000 people 

2) We don’t need everyone doing everything; we need everyone doing something! 

c. We don’t need people on bandwagon; we need everyone hitched it and pulling! 

2. Jesus told this parable about discipleship and doing God’s will (Matt 21:28-32) 

a. One son said he would work and didn’t; the other said he wouldn’t work and did 

b. It’s obvious which did what the father wanted, right?  The who did something 

1) God doesn’t care for how good a game when can talk—talk, after all, is cheap 

2) Disciples pay the price and put into practice what they believe.  Are we? 

3. We are beginning a brand-new year; we’ll be doing some brand-new things 

a. People on bandwagon are ultimately just a dead weight other must drag along! 

b. Let’s all work together, which means that we all must be working, right? 

1) We will never have any church elves—there will only all of us side by side 

2) We don’t all have to do everything, but we all must do something 

4. Let’s work together in 2018 until Jesus comes; who knows He might come this year! 

5. You don’t want to be sitting on the bandwagon and taking it easy when He comes 

C. The response to the invitation isn’t to pitter-patter down front— get busy, do something 


