2 Thessalonians (3)- Stand Firm

(2 Thessalonians 2:13-17)
l. Introduction

A. Man calls son in ChicagoHate to ruin holiday, but Mom and | are divorcing
1. Son is shocked, but his father say@all your sister in New York; it's over
a. Daughter calls, “You are nalivorcing; we will be there tomorrow”
b. Man hangs up andHbney, kids are coming home for Thanksgiving!
2. The lady looking through the Butterballs and notfhg one big enough
a. She asked the guy behind the countBg these turkeys get any bigger
b. He looked and said with straight facdld' ma’am, they’re all dedd
3. Enough with the Thanksgiving humor; from now on Bdead serious

B. Public Service AnnouncementFirst Thanksgiving wasn’t by the Pilgrims!
1. The first Thanksgiving was in Virginiavo yearsbefore Plymouth Rock
a. First Thanksgiving in colonies was Berkeley Hund(etkeley Plantation)
b. Thirty-eight colonists from Berkeley, England hauhvice (Dec 4, 1619)
c. Cpt. John Woodlief knelt beside the James Rivermndlaimed—

Wee ordaine that the day of our ships arrivalltet place assigned for plantacon in the land of
Virginia shall be yearly and perpetually keept hatya day of Thanksgiving to Almighty God

2. Pilgrims had a great PR guy, but the first Thankisgi was by Virginians
a. OK, Spanish explorer Juan de Onate held a sereiaeBl Paso in 1598
b. But Texas doesn’t count! The first Thanksgivingsv@a Virginia.

C. Last week, we began a series of studies from th& bb2 Thessalonians

1. Here’s where you can marvel at my planning and megdional skills

a. On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, Paul begingedr2 Th 2:13
But we ought always to thank God for you, brotheved by the Lord...

b. This actually reflects the words Paul uses to béwgletter 2 Th 1:3)
We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, raglotly so...

2. Paul had been forced to leave Thessalonica 3 wks@anting the church
a. And he is forced to nurture this church long dis&a#-letters and trips
b. He gives thanksgiving to God that they are remagimmthe faith

3. Let’s look and see what it was for which Paul washenkful




[I. Thankful for What God Has Done Q¢ Thess 2:13-1%

13But we ought always to thank God for you, brotheved by the Lord, because from the beginning
God chose you to be saved through the sammifyork of the Spirit and through belief in thettru

A. Paul starts with this reminder that they areltved by the Lofd EsV)
1. They needed this reminder becausepafrSecutions and trialg2 Th 1:4)
a. When in the middle of trials/struggles, it's easythink God has forgotten

1) Remember how Job viewed his struggles and diffies® (ob 6:4)

The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirihks in their poison;
God’s terrors are marshaled against me.

2) Can you understand why Job felt that? Some undwetstihtoo well!

b. Paul wants these Christians to know that they e beloved children
c. He would be there with them to give them strengtaridure their trial
2. Not only were they God’s beloved, they were Godiiesen people
a. Itis humbling to know that God has chosen, setkated elected YOU
b. God knows you, He loves you, wants relationshifhwiu—chose you
1) Question: How are we going to respond to Him? Wélchoose Him?
2) Remember Mary’s response when she realized a aigp@di 1:38)

“I am the Lord’s servant...May it be to me as youdhasid.”
B. There is a bit of textual problem; our English siation reflect the difference

1. Option #1. Some translations have them chosen as God'rfirstf
Because God chose you as the firstfruits to bedsaesv, seealSONRSV, NLT, TEV)

a. The firstfruits offering was the giving of the firsf the harvest to God

b. Paul sometimes uses this to refer to his early eds\l Cor 16:15
15You know that the household of Stephanas werérghednverts in Achaia,

1) The word “first” here is actually the Greek worda fdirstfruits”
2) Paul is saying the Thessalonians were his firsveds in the area
3) But their faithfulness and service would lead tawgnenore

2. Option #2: Some versions have Paul saying they're chosen reginning
Because God has chosen you from the beginningfzaitson (NASB, alSoNIV, NET, KJV)

a. This would have Paul saying they were chosen fregirining of time
b. Their salvation was due to original purpose and pliaGod Eph1:4)

For he chose us in him before the creation of tbddito be holy and blameless in his sight.

c. God chose them; like Mary, they needed to be falitiof their choosing




3. Doesn’t mean God arbitrarily chose which individutd save or condemn

a.

b.
C.

d.

In the Old Testament, God chose Israel as His appebple Deut 7:6)

®For you are a people holy to thekp your God. The drp your God has chosen you
out of all the peoples on the face of the earthadis people, his treasured possession.

1) How did individual Jews become chosen? Born ihtbdhosen

2) In same way, we're chosen when we’re born agamahbsen nation
What is chosen or predestined was God’s new spee@dle— church
We are called into that chosen people by the gaspg@bd’s grace

1) Moses stresses that Israel did nothing to desdmwesing Dt 7:7)

The LorD did not set his affection on you and choose y@alrse you were
more numerous than other peoples, for you weréetlvest of all peoples.

2) We do nothing to serve or earn our status as theerhi—it is all God
But like Israel, we are called to be faithful tor@lection, our choosing

C. That's what Paul says when he mentions the samaifiyork of Spirit (/. 14)

1.

The word ‘holy’ means to be set apart for God’s special purpose

a.
b.

To make someone or something holy, set apart fak, Gdto sanctify
A “saint’ is someone who hadéen sanctified set apart for God

This act of sanctification is spoken of in two diént ways in the NT—

a.

C.

Completed Act We are sanctified, made holy when saved by God
“You were washed, you were sanctified, you werdiggst(1 Cor 6:117)

Ongoing ProcessWe were also called to be holy—to live sanctified
“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you #md thrti (1 Thess 5:23

Connection We have been sanctified, so we need to live gaattt

Paul reminds them they that were sanctified so tidyive that way

a.

We all have a basic desire to fit in, be like evewy else, be accepted
1) It isn’t particularly spiritual to be strange fdret sake of strange

2) In fact, we need to fit into the world enough tqewt it for Christ
Problem: We fit in so well that we stop being holy—forgetho we are
1) We've been chosen by God and sanctified by Spinte-that way!

2) Its the difference in us that makes a differefvgbat This Word Needs)
What this world needs is for us to stop hidiegibd our relevance
Blending in so well that people can't see the diffee
And it's the difference that sets the world free

Paul is thankful for what God has done—he pointstiat we must do
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lIl.What We Must Do—Stand Firm (2 Thess 2:1%

So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the taaghwe passed on to you, whether by word of maully letter.

A. The “so theri (“With all these things in migidNLT) shows a transition
1. Previous verses says that God loves is, chosavssais and sanctified us

a.
b.

So what is it that we are going to do? What wélldur response?

We can give into the difficulties and strugglesa@r can Stand firni

1) Paul writes so this church wonthécome easily unsettie@2 Th 2:2)

2) He said inL_Thesshe was confident they would stand firm (1 Th 3:8)

2. God has done all the heavy lifting; He accomplistiedwork of salvation

a.

We often speak offive steps of salvatioh Or is it 10, 12, 40, 144,000
1) There is really one step in salvation, and God fieelat the cross
2) Yes, we respond to grace and accept grace, buawearld to grace

What we do is not so much to take steps, but toNEFAEph 6:13-19)

3 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that wkige day of evil comes, you may be
able to stand your ground, and after you have dorerything, to stand?Stand firm then...

3. God has given us everything we need, we just nesthnhd firm in Him

a.
b.
C.

Satan is going to do everything in his power tckehaur faith in God
The world we live in is never going to make it eésyus to believe
So ‘we must take a firm stand, feet on the ground aadithighi (MES)

B. How? Paul says that we musidld to the teachings we passed on to’\{d)

1. The word “teaching” here is actualtgpadooig, or literally “traditions’

a.
b.

Negative “nullify the word of God for the sake of your tramht’ (Matt 15:6)
The word literally is that which is handed oveffrom verb ‘to deliver
1) In secular Greek, used of inventorgp“much of this handed ovef
2) Whether a tradition is good-bad-indifferent depeodsvhat’s

2. What would let them stand firm? Being faithful tbat was handed over

a.
b.

C.

They could stand firm if they stood on the word IRaught or wrote
Old children’s song,l“stand alone on the word of God, the B-I-B-L-E
1) In reality, we stand under the word, to be molded shaped by it

2) God’'s word—what we read, we are taught—let's uadsfam

Are you standing firm under the word? Reading®ldclass?

C. One thing is clear, if we stand firm with God, wend have to stand alone!
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