2 Thessalonians (2): Day of the Lord

(2 Thessalonians 2:1-12)
|. Introduction

A. Hal Lindsey’s,TheLate Great Planet Eartll© 1970) was an influential book
1. Claimed to apply Bible prophesy to current eveatgdt endtime scenario
a. People ate it up—27 million copies and movie sga@rsen Wells
b. His success spawned an entire industry of endtioghgsy experts
2. Fact: Every one of Lindsey’s endtime predictions haxevpd wrong
a. End would come in 1980’s, generation after estabient of Israel ('48)
b. USSR would be the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel8 (vhat's the USSR?
c. The Common Market alliance would reconstitute tlhen&n Empire
d. The US would fade and Rome and USSR would becotitecpbpower
3. Lindsey was asked in Christianity Today in 19°AKHat if you're wrong?
a. Irony: Lindsey was wrong about what would happen if las wrong!

There’s just a split second’s difference betweleera and a bum. | didn’t ask to be a hero, butdggul have
become one in the Christian community. So | ad¢eBtt if I'm wrong about this, | guess I'll becem bum.

b. Lindsey is still respected as a prophesy exped stifi makes predictions
4. There have been hundreds 8obthsayers of the Second AdVéatnor)

a. Their predictions always fail, and yet they keaghtion soothsaying

b. Fewer and fewer are listening—they don’t think 3eistcoming at all!

B. Wednesday night we spent some time discussing amgicand second coming
1. WHAT one believes will happen isn’t as importanfT&$AT it will happen
a. Jesus will do what Jesus will d¥Vhere does a two ton gorilla sleep?
1) One of the things he won’t do is give an exam oneschatology
2) All the debate and speculation is a waste of tidejs coming back

b. We must believe THAT he is coming so we are reddly (3:35, 37)

Therefore keep watch because you do not know vileeoviner of the
house will come back...What | say to you, | say éoy@ne: ‘Watch!’

2. But all the endtime posturing and debate putsdibad on the wrong place
a. Invariably people look for signs that show Jesuabisut to return
b. And they invariably get it wrong— and this distuesople’s faith
c. Irony: The more we talk about Jesus’ coming, the lesis feeople have
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C. The church in Thessalonica had their faith shaketali of the 2° coming
1. Last week, we began a series of studies from tb& bb2 Thessalonians

a. Paul left Thessalonica after 3 weeks because sepation Acts 17)
b. He writes the two letters to the Thessaloniansiwtmarage and teach

c. Well, we need to be encouraged and taught, so ted#seare for us

2. One of the things they were confused about wasd¢hend coming
a. False teacherdglse lette) taught them a surprising heregyl(h 2:1-2)

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ andbeing gathered to him, we ask
you, brothers?not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by samehecy, report or
letter supposed to have come from us, saying tieatlay of the Lord has already come.

1) People were teaching th&2oming had already taken place
2) That meant that they had missed it— Jesus camganthissed out

b. Remember what Paul said about their being no restion (L Cor 15:19)
191 only for this life we have hope in Christ, wedo be pitied more than all men.

c. Same applies if they missef 2oming...talk about missing the boat!
3. In our text, Paul assure the Thessalonians they'hankssed the boat
a. He will make his point in a way that is provocatased confusing
1) He will point to the rise of someone he calisdh of lawlessness
2) His point is that Jesus won’t come until after tnent takes place
b. We need to try to understand who he is and whatamdearn from him

II.The Man of Lawlessness (Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:3-9)

A. The second coming will not happemrtless the rebellion comes fir¢Esv)

1. This is the noun form of the same word that Paasusl Timothy 4:1

The Spirit clearly says that in later times somk abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.

a. Paul mentions here two doctrines that were pamtloéllion (L Tim 4:3)

They forbid people to marry and order them to aiosteom certain foods, which God
created to be received with thanksgiving by those believe and who know the truth.

b. These were issues the church struggled with dirang’'s day
1) Churches at Rome and Corinth struggles over meatsials
2) Paul suggested single people can serve God bgtfar(11:32)
c. What made these “doctrines of demons” was forbigiditest of faith
d. Point: Rebellion wasn’t only some end of time deal—alyehappening
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2. This rebellion would reveathhieman of lawlessnessr “theman of siiA
a. It's no stretch to see this as the leader of rebeltho’ Paul doesn’t say
b. Paul's description of this “son of destructiom®sy) is rather dramatic
1) He will oppose and will exalt himself over everyticalled God
2) He sets himself up in God'’s temple, claiming toGues.
3) Some restraining power held him back as Paul wrote
4) But that power was already at work in some forrPagl
5) There would be a display of counterfeit miraclégns and wonders

B. Before he talk about his identity, there are thh#egs to keep in mind
1. First, the Thessalonians knew what Paul meant, evee dan’t £:5)
Don’'t you remember that when | was with you | usetdll you these things?
a. Humility is called for here; we don’t have insidgarmation they had
b. Raymond Kelcy, Ih drawing conclusions, dogmatism is not in order
2. Second, Paul’s point was to assure them they hadn’t rdig&&coming
a. We don’t have to understand all the details toRgetl's main point
b. They didn’t have to be troubled by the idea thayith miss 2° coming
3. Third, the man of sin will overthrown by the power ofrSh(v. 8)
a. Whoever this guy is, he’s going down—he can relati,he can’'t win
b. This reminds us of the theme verse of the Apocalyigsv 17:14)

“They will make war against the Lamb, but the Larilbowercome them because he is Lord
of lords and King of kings—and with him will be badled, chosen and faithful followers.”

c. The point isn't really all the details of what whibppen—but who wins!

C. OK, so who is this guy? Notice just a few of theditional views—

1. Emperor: Domitian made himself god and demanded worshgvalgods
a. Emperor cult enforced worship, and persecuted Génis because of it
b. The restraining power was Rome, but beginnings Wweneg seen (Nero)
c. This best fits Paul’'s setting; the rise of Domiti@as an ominous cloud

2. Pope: Protestants have long seen the “Man of Sin” agige of the Pope
a. He is the Vicar of Christ who occupies the place of Goex cathedra
b. The “counterfeit miracleswould thus be the Massr@nsubstantiatioh
c. Restraining power was Rome; Pope arose in the vaaiter Rome’s fall
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3. AntiChrist: Endtime world ruler who will lead us to Armageadand end

a. This assumes a literal reading of Revelation arttiee cataclysm

1) Antichrist will be political leader to arise in fwe (“Future Fuhref)

2) He will be in league with Satan and so come to dame the world

3) On the brink of his total domination, Christ widturn to destroy him
b. The term “antichrist” is used in the NT to applypiesent, not future

1) The antichrist was already in the world as Johntev(bJohn 2:18)

2) The antichrist was one who denied work of Chrsidhn 2:22, 4.3)
c. NT “Antichrist’ is not one man of sin, but many— that may bepbiat!

I11.Conclusion: What DoesAll ThisMean?
A. Paul’'s point was to assure Thessalonians they hadssed Christ's coming

1. Paul had already assured them they wouldn’t migsTithess 1:10)

on the day he comes to be glorified in his holypteand to be marveled at among all
those who have believed. This includes you, becausbéelieved our testimony to you.

a. Because of their faith in Jesus, they would beeth@marvel at Christ

b. There were not to let endtime theories bother themither are we

2. In fact, Paul words here also are a stern warrangst@ Thess 2:10-12)

19and in every sort of evil that deceives those aeoperishing. They perish because they refuséave
the truth and so be saved For this reason God sends them a powerful delusithat they will believe the
lie * and so that all will be condemned who have ndebed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.

a. The power of evil is the power to deceive—falseheas at Thessalonica

b. Paul offers two possibilities here—love the truthbelieve the lie
1) Truth isn’t the right endtime theory; we don’t haweefigure this out
2) Jesus is truth; if we will focus on him, we’ll beend to marvel

B. Was the man of lawlessness Caesar (past) or sotaei&auture Fuhref

1. It doesn’t matter—as long as we see his influenagoak in every age
a. There are always people, ideas or values thahestdelves up as God
b. There are always lying wonders to divert our attenaway from God
c. There is always Satan’s work opposing everythirngdjereryone of God

2. What protects us isn’t right endtime theory—it’shég our eyes on Jesus
a. Will we love Him more than the world? Will we setekfollow Him?
b. It is Jesus who calls usbtftly and Tenderly Will we listen only to him?
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