Joy for the Journey: The Fear of the Lord

(Exodus 20:18-20)
|. Introduction
A. Our Sunday morning worship usually has a themeldped in song/scripture
1. This morning our songs have stressed that Godsegakes away FEAR
a. We also read frorh John 4:18that “perfect love drives out fear

b. We don't fear because we're adopted as God’s @ml@om 8:15

For you did not receive a spirit that makes youees again to fear, but you
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we ‘%¥ba, Father.”

c. At the cross, Jesus destroyed the one who held fear Heb 2:14-15

so that by his death he might destroy him who hibldpower of death—that is, the
devil—*>and free those who all their lives were held invely by their fear of death.

2. We are NOT slaves to fear because we've becomeérehilbf the heavens

B. But there is @econd waythe Bible uses fear; we are told fedr God

1. That is theme statement of the book of Proveros 1:7, repeated:10)
The fear of the @rDis the beginning of knowledge, but fools despisdam and discipline.

a. That is also the main point and conclusion of Esiaelgesccl 12:13
Fear God and keep his commandments, for this isvttae duty of man.

b. This isn't just OT language; Jesus warns us to Gat Luke 12:5)

But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear himo, after the killing of the
body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, Iyell, fear him.

2. All'in all, 180 verses in NIV (250 in KJV) usé€ar’ along with “God”
a. The Hebrewyirah and Greelphobosboth mean éxtreme fear or terrdr
b. When applied to God, they both meaaverence, respect, honor or dwe
1) But the root meaning otérror” still attaches to the word?6a 66:3

How awesome are your deeds! So great is your ptvegryour enemies cringe before you.

2) TEV has Wwonderfu]” the NCV “amazing and the RSV terrible”
c. God is all those things, and we had better tremblee-must fear God
3. Our series idoy for the Journeytrue joy vs happiness of what's happening
a. This morning, we’ll look aExodus 20& giving of ten commandments
1) It was here that these newly freed slaves trulypbeca nation
2) The received the law, but they also got a pictdir@ad Himself
b. There’'s something here we must see before we @thegoy of the Lord
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ll. The Law Begins with God

A. The Law begins,|“am the lorD your God who brought you out of Egiypt
1. When “LORD" appears in albMALL CAPS, it is covenant name Yahweh

a. This is the name God gave Mosdsath [will be] who | ani (Exo 3:14)

b. Jews never spoke this name, but the substitutedaimeadonai (Lord)

c. Before the Jews could see God'’s law, they had$b khow who was God

2. So God’s Law begins with person of God Himself—islbasis of Law
a. If we don’t see God, then there is little chancat thie follow his law
1) Paul’s describes his world like we might describesgRom 1:28

Since they did not think it worthwhile to retaire tknowledge of God, he gave them
over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not todee

2) When we forget God, then we forget his law and laingt goes
b. Sartre paraphrases Dostoevsk{/tHere is no God, anything is permitted
c. That sums it up! Ignore God’s law, you'd betterdoee there’s no God!
3. So when God gave Israel’s law, He first made sueg knew who is God
a. Jews who saw Sinai shake don’t adk/Hat gives you a right to give law
b. God begins with the fact that He is God—the Lawihegvith God!

B. God is thus to be o @ENTER andCIRCUMFERENCE (Shelly, Written in Stone40)
1. God is ourCENTER, so all of life must be filtered thru and focusedHim
a. Greatest command is to love God heart, soul, natrdngth {latt 22:37)
1) That doesn’t mean that we sit all day in idle camtation of God.
2) What it means is that our work, school, play—evang is God’s
b. If God is truly the center of life, then everything do is an act of God!
2. God is also o u€CIRCUMFERENCE , He provides a boundary of behavior
a. If God is the center of our life, we accept Hisa@ign rule over our lives
b. We will live a life of dedicated discipleship basea His revealed will.
1) Remember Jesus said ybu love me, keep my comman@s 14:15
2) 10 Commandments were chapter headings for Israetsmference
3. Not all moral issues are crystal clear; we willenfipuzzle over God’s will
a. Professor was assigned,He Bible and Invitrofertilizatiofi.Glad it's him!
b. Issues will always confuse, but we always know w&fterstart... God!
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lII.The Law Begins with Fear
A. The context of receiving the law of God was exparieg the Fear of God
1. Quickly skim the events leading up to giving the lgxo 19:10-25

a. First, there was a three day procespm@paration andpurification
b. Second there was the shock-and-awe that showed themresd¢ God
1) Sinai was shrouded with smoke and burned in firl8@d came near.
2) Mountain trembled violently, the sound of trumpktdbed over it.
2. Context of receiving the law was coming to know fiser of the Lord
a. God warns them not to rush up the mountaimZ1). That a problem?
b. Then God calls Moses and Aaron into the middlepetcsacle 19:24)

B. Before God gives Israel His Law, there is a saspttacle of His presence.

1. Again, He is making sure Israel know who is Gtheky will forget easily

a. People are rattled to the point where they donittveany more 0:18-19

BWhen the people saw the thunder and lightning amidthe trumpet and saw the
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. Thayest at a distanc€ and said to Moses,
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But dé have God speak to us or we will die.”

b. For this one shining moment, Israel knew what i$ \Wee to fear the Lord
c. This was extremely important for Israel; sadly, lk&son would not last

2. Moses say that they needed God’s sermon and must farget it 20:20

?Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God bame to test you, so that the
fear of God will be with you to keep you from sngni

a. So the fire on the mountain, the earthquake, thekerwas all a TEST
1) Same word used of God testing Abraham to offerd¢aan 22:1)
2) Word is often used of Israel testing God with hedrallion and sin.
b. Purpose It was to connect the LAW with the GOD who gake taw
c. They were moved bythe fear of Gotlso that they would follow His Law
3. Remember two uses of word fear? They are BOTH us#ds one verse!
a. Moses says in same versBoh't be afraid; just be very, very afraid!
1) Don't Fear: Don’'t dread God’s nearness or be terrified ofrneas
2) Fear God Must fear God as God so you obey Him and do imot s
b. Without this fear of God, the Jews wouldn’t folldaw. Neither will we
c. We need to know that God is really God—we needdhe of the Lord
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IVV.Conclusion
A. We need to know that God is God, and we need iebeafraid
1. The message of the cross is that God forgives sarrAND HATES SIN
a. God detests sin so much that His Son died to degtrésod HATES sin!
b. We should be afraid — VERY AFRAID - of that whicloG HATES!
2. We need to go back to the mountain and remembensweally God
a. We need to smell the smoke and see the mountake gHabrews 19
1) Writer alludes to Sinai and the awesome experidmee (L2:18-21)
2) Then he calls us back to mount to see who is Gladh (12:22-23

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenlysdéem, the city of the living God. You
have come to thousands upon thousands of angjelgfii assembly?* to the church of the
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. Yaueltome to God, the judge of all men...

b. We need to shake with holy fear in presence ofGuot Heb 12:28-29

BTherefore, since we are receiving a kingdom thanoa be shaken, let us be thankful, and
so worship God acceptably with reverence and &Wer our “God is a consuming fire.”

B. OK, what does this fear of God stuff have to ddwsieriesloy in the Journey
1. Question What do you do when you go to a good all-you-eahbuffet?
a. What | do is walk around and look it over so | knewvat they have
b. Then I try a little of everything, and go back 3##es for best things
c. Result | end up miserable because | couldn’t decidetard to eat it all
2. World is an anything-goes, have-it-your-way, allsycan-eat moral buffet
a. Many throw in with Sartre,There is no God, so all is permissible
b. Others see God as a cosmic Sugar Daddy who jugswarhappy
1) He used to be against sin and into brimstone andalretribution.
2) But God has been domesticated; He no longer ggty awer sin
3) Like at a buffet, we can pick and choose among nmaowral choices
c. And like at the buffet, we tale some of everythingréd it makes us sick
3. We will never be happy/joyful/content until feagpect God as God
a. If God is our CENTER, then the idols of this wodain't be at center
b. If God is CICUMFERENCE, that makes some option®pton at all
4. Moses “Do not be afraid... fear of God will be with you ek you from sinnirig

C. Is it possible that in an age of grace, what wly@ged is the fear of God?
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