Joy for the Journey (3): Humble Joy

(Romans 12:3)

l. Introduction
A. We didn’t sing ‘Alas! And Did My Savior Bleédor “At the Cros9 correctly
1. Oh, we sang it like it is in the book, but not thay Isaac Watts wrote it
a. We sang v. 1,Would he devote that sacred head for such a oh@’as

b.

C.

1) Watts wrote;' Would be devote that sacred head for such a WORM as
2) Someone decided our self-esteem couldn’t handlegleeitvornt’

Some of same people took issue with John Newtdimgals a WretchH
(Re-edit was Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that savedeindesfred

We could changeNeed Thee Every Houo He Needs Me Every Hour

2. The problem here is NOT one of changing the lyoicgaditional hymns.
(My favorite is Crum’s redux diVhen We All Get to HeaveisWhen the Saved Get to Heayen

a.

C.

The problem isn’t changing hymns but changing teu$ of Christianity
1) The focus is God, orHis eternal power & divine natutd Rom 1:20
2) Worship must focus our attention on God; worshipasabout us

3) We are worms without God—wWhere the worm dieth nio¢Mk 9:48)

| don’t know about worm, but Paul saw himself dsveetci’ (Rom 7:24)
What a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me flosliody of death?

1) Only other time that Greek word is used is aboutdieea Rev 3:17)

You say, ‘I am rich; | have acquired wealth andra need a thing.” But you
do not realize that you amsretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.

2) Wouldn’t singAmazing Gracer At the Cross not a wretch or worm!
3) They had great self-esteem, but were wretchedubpigioor, blind
Point: We will never see God as he is until we see dueseas we are

B. Seeing ourselves as we are demands that we atdrtiptation of rpide
1. The Bible is full of warnings against the sin oida;, arrogance and conceit

a.

® oo o

Pride led to 1 sin, ‘will be like God, knowing good and év{lGen 3:5
Moses warns Israel that their pride would led afvagn God QDeut 8:14)
Proverb after proverb warns us about prige{erbs 15:25 16:5, 21:4)
Before a church can have unity, it must avoid aldlg(Rom 12:19
John warns that the way of pride is the way ofvtloeld (1 John 2:19
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2. Bible Principle: The proud will be humbled and visa-verBadv 3:34)
He mocks proud mockers, but gives grace to the lurflicked up all over the Bible—

a. First, this is the principle of how | am to act towarddsJames 4:6
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble

1) This launches James into a call to humility ancere@nce 4.:7-9)

"Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the del he will flee from yolf.Come near to God
and he will come near to you. Wash your hands,symuers, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded.? Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to ming and your joy to gloom.

2) This sounds more like worms-n-wretches than gospstlf-esteem!
3) We must see that we are lost without God—no SAVED MOST
a) He calls us to grieve, mourn and waibkgssed are those who moUrn
b) We must wash hands/purify hear{hger-n-thirst for righteousnegs

4) It's not about us, but about God, and us seeirggabout God4:10)
®"Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he willyiif: up.

b. Second it’s the principle of how we’re to act toward etk (L Pt 5:5-9

All of you, clothe yourselves with humility towamde another, because “God opposes the proud besgivace to
the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mightychzhat he may lift you up in due time.

1) He speaks to men of church—elders and youn@éreh one am 1?)
a) The overriding characteristic of leaders and fokosvis HUMILITY
b) If we are humble before God, then we will be humbith each other
2) We cannot live or work as a church if everyoneaking out for #1

C. This “proud will be humble” idea must be importantust keeps coming up!
1. In fact, this is one of those sermons that Jeseaghes in different settings
a. The conclusion to the prayer of Pharisee and Paiblfcuke 18:14)

144 tell you that this man, rather than the otheremt home justified before God. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, andi@ humbles himself will be exalted.”

b. Application of the story on choosing seats at agoah Cuke 14:11)

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled] aa who humbles himself will be exalted

c. Jesus final word before launching into “Woes” oraif$ee [att 23:12)

For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and ewss humbles himself will be exalted.
2. How could God possibly stress this more cleaRyint it all in red?
a. If we are going to get the gospel focused rightait’t be focused on us
1) We must humble ourselves BEFORE God, and he Wtilh& up
2) We must humble our selves WITH each other, and @t dift us up
b. Obvious Question What does it mean to humble ourselves before God?




ll. Humble Yourselves in the Sight of the Lord

A. Humility is seeing ourselves in and honest andstaway Rom 12:3

For by the grace given me | say to every one of Paunot think of yourself more highly than you btjdout
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, icalance with the measure of faith God has given yo

1. Paul discusses the gifts God gives to church—sandg, but not same gifts

a.
b.

C.

God gives each of us gifts like teaching, encoumgggiving & leadership
Each of us are to use our gifts in order to bléksrs and to serve God
1) What we can’t do is think that we are more valudddeause of gift

2) So he begins by warning us not to think more higburselves

Gifts, spiritual and material, are from God—dowt it go to your head

2. Humility is seeing selfwith sober judgmefiin relation to God and man

a.
b.

Humility isn’t putting ourselves down; it's keepisglf under control

Humility is not a self-consciousness, fear or adityi to act ¢ Tim 1:7)
For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, busgpirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.

1) Sometimes what looks like humility is fear— of ta# or rejection
2) This self-consciousness is really just another kihself-obsession

B. True humility in the Biblical sense begins with Gaxad our relationship to Him

1. First, we see ourselves personally as created in thgarmbGod

a.

Gen 1:26-27twice says we are created in “image” and “likefe$$so0d
1) The word Tmag€ is same Hebrew word usually translatédiol.”
2) The word tikenessis used of a builder’s blueprint@ Kings 16:10

Our self-identity begins with seeing that we werdmto look like God
That is basis of humility-- every other person &d®@ to be like God too!
1) To live my value or worth above another is to disdaod’s creation
2) The same thing that makes me valuable also makesajaable!

2. Second we also see ourselves as fallen because of mehsice

a.

b.
C.

Why don’t men and women look more like a crowniegg¢! of creation?
1) I could give examples from headlines of depraveudrubehavior

2) But I don’t have to do that; those examples ara@und us

We don't look like God’s image because of sin—we laroken by sin

We exchanged the glory of God’s creation for ouywar sin Jer 2:11)
But my people have exchanged their Glory for less idols.
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d. That should be the most humbling statement | cakermave are fallen
1) Rather than humbled by brokenness, we compareleess® others
2) Sure, nobody is perfect, but I'm way more perféentyou are
a) Jesus calls the high and holy Pharisees as whisgadatombs. Why?
b) They were more holy than some... but forgot they weteoly at all

3) All sinner can do is to compare the size of pilesags (sa 64:6

®All of us have become like one who is unclean,adinolr righteous acts are like
filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, anddikhe wind our sins sweep us away.

e. Once we accept the fact that we are sinners, thengl field is leveled
3. Third, we see that the true goodness that is in us cnmasGod

a. The good in us is a blessing from God and spatti®deity (L Cor 4:7)

" For who makes you different from anyone else? \Waou have that you did
not receive? And if you did receive it, why do poast as though you did not?

1) I am humbled when | realize that the good in mealy from God
2) I'm not better or more valuable than others, | ast plessed by God

b. Stephen Curtis Chapman’s soridifacle of Mercy starts with words

If the truth was known and a light was shown ometeden part of my soul
Most would turn away, shake their head and saytiidnas such a long way to go
If the truth was know you'd see that the only goade Is Jesus, oh it's Jesus

c. If you really know me... but when you see somethiongdj it's all Jesus!
lll.Conclusion
A. True humility is not training ourselves to thinkadrselves as worthless idiots
1. True humility is coming to see God and our statuselationship to him
a. We are created in his image and are of great wWagls everyone else)
b. We've sinned against Him and continue to ddasdoes everyone else)
c. We have been blessed by Him and are loved by(dsns everyone else)
2. When we see ourselves in the eyes of God, it sharper focus on others

B. We're calling seriesJoy for the Journey Contrast joy and selfish happiness
1. There is a sense in which the happiness of thedws zero-sum deal
a. If happiness comes from me getting my own way, thbat about you?
b. The happier | get, then the more unhappy someaeenalist become
2. On the other hand, God’s joy found in humility efsreplicating
3. The more joy | find in relationship with God, mdrean share w/ others.
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