True Church (8): A People Who Serve Others

(James 1:27)
|. Introduction

A. I think I've mentioned at some point about thetftre | went into a bar
1. Mom told me to—our car broke down and we neede@mfat radiator
a. We were on the way to Suffolk to my first formaétilogical debate
b. Three things stand out in my mind about the wheleatle experience
1) First, | remember how mean-spirited the two disputaetsred
2) Second, they were debating helping orphans (homes). 8desifly
3) Third, they both kept quotingames 1:27... louder and louder
c. This was a real issue; my 4 great uncle preaclpdit2sto-2 on the issue
2. The issues that were debated were largely thealet philosophical
a. It was an issue of hermeneutics; how do we hanldiece of scripture?
1) If God doesn’t say how, then are we free to useedfective method
2) Or is silence always prohibitive; doesn’t saypghans homeso...
b. Problem: Despite the debate, few ever got around to cdangrphans
1) Those believing it was scriptural to support orghbames rarely did
2) Those who insist orphans be cared for in privatedsyarely did
c. We ended up talking a lot more about orphans thewaved for orphans

B. Point: In all the debate on hermeneutics, we missednggsage alames 1:27
1. Pure religion is about people; haggling overidsaes makes us miss that
a. For the record, God has always b&&R widows and orphansiedley)
b. James wants us to know that the people of Godcaik for them too
2. We've been asking the questioftyhat does it mean to be a true chu#th
a. In the past, we have tended to stress institutiorakers of the church
b. But what we have found are more relational markessof past |essons)

3. Today we add one more marker—true church is a pasbb serve others
a. Sure, we must serve in keeping with God’s wigiding wine to homeless)
b. But debating hermeneutics and refusing to sermets true church.
c. James says true religionhsliness (earlier lessof andserving (today’s




II.Pure Religion (James 1:27)
A. Context: James begins with a call to listen to God’s w@in 1:19)
1. James is practical; one study callsWtat Christian Living Is All AboGt

a.
b.
C.

And this is practical counsel—we should listen m@thers and God)
James tells us that we shouldn’t be so quick talspad to show anger
If we listen more, we will lumbly accept the word planted in ydu:21)

2. James doesn’t want usjtast accept the word, we are to act onlit2R-24)

a.
b.

Nike Commercial: “Just do it! Don't just listen to God... ACT!
Listen without obeying is looking in mirror and fmatting what look like

3. James says only hearing the word without obeyidgagives us. How?

a.

C.

Because it lets you think you're following God whgu aren’t not

1) Old saying, When all is said done, much more said than ione

2) We can go to church and listen to sermons witheally hearing
James warns us that hearing without following iy teadeceive yourself
1) Someone told me about family member going orSina Fastdiet.

2) They had shake for breakfast and for lunch and'didse weight

3) Turns out, they were drinking the shake with a bu@nd fries!
Going to church without following what you healaisout that effective

B. OK, so what does all of this have to do with widaamsl orphans?L(26-27)
1. James here applies what he just said about dootgust hearing the word

a.
b.
C.

You are DOING religion when you keep a tight regnyour speech
You are DOING religion when you take care of widaamsl orphans
You are DOING religion inrefusing to let the world corrupt ydNLT)

2. So caring for widows and orphans is HOW we pugreh into practice

a.

What do we mean when we speak ofd@igjious practicé... usually?
1) Doesn’t that usually have to do with liturgy or wbip at church?
2) Not for James. Pure (unmixed) religion is cariagthose in need
That is the consistent with what is said in the oéshe Bible

1) Old Testament demanded care for pagseut 15:7, |sa 10:2)

2) New Testament says same thiigpl 4:28, Gal 6:10, Heb 13:16)
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I11.The People of God and the Social Gospel
A. There is this clear, Biblical mandate for God’s pledo help the poor
1. Yet, through the years conservative churches afpenre this. Why?
a. Late 19" century liberal theology watered down many Bibdetwines
1) Liberal churches came to doubt a literal realityCofist and Bible
2) Abandoned emphasis on salvation and stressed ggital reform
b. Social Gospel: Stress on improving society through social change
2. Conservatives came to equate a stress on helpengpibr with liberalism
a. Scripture stresses salvation, not sociology— heawveinhere-and-now
b. And some of the stress on social change was catdyytsocialism
c. Social gospel was rejected by conservativess was emphasis on poor
3. For many today, any stress on social concernsfref®still social gospel
a. | had one person suggest that discourages helpengdor (M att 26:11)
1) Jesus is pointing to coming death, which disciplies’t understand
2) Point here was one of timing—the focus was on theg; but later...
3) So we now have plenty of time to care for the po®o.are we?
b. If you want to know how Jesus feels about the padM att 25:31-46
1) This parable of the endtime has Jesus judge betsleap and goats
2) The basis of His judgment here is a matter of hacere for others

B. If we are to be the true church of God, then wetreask to help the poor
1. Why? God is concerned for the poor, so we musioineerned as well
o Ex22:27- “When he [poor] cries out to me, | will hear fbam compassionate”
e Lev19:10- “Leave them [grapes] for the poor and the ali¢am the LORD”
» Prov 14:34- "He who oppresses the poor shows contempt far rtineker”
2. All of these texts tell us to care for the poordngse God care for them
a. 1John 3:16 reflects the same theme &sn 3:16... and flips it around
1) How do lay down our lives for others? Not by dyby living
2) He tells us exactly what he is talking about irtnerse 8:17-18)
b. John and James both tell us that faith plus actioaring for poor




IV.Conclusion
A. Does the churcheally have the responsibility to work to make this wdsétter
1. Isn’t the real job of the church supposed tlieitual andevangelistic?

a. The government can feed the poor and care for ni@eilyg a great job
(The first boots on the ground after Katrina weheiches; they had a higher calling)

b. Sometimes we’ve see church, not as the body, bngpeductive organ
c. Can the church be so heavenly minded that it reocéarthly good?
2. Perhaps what God tells Israel through the propéretdiah applies here
a. Jeremiah is preparing Judah for the exile in didtmd of Babylon
b. Babylon wasn't their home; one day they would nettbome to Canaan.
c. Were they to focus on Canaan and ignore needslofl@a? (Jer 29:5-7)
1) They're to ‘seek the peace and prosperity of the ‘tifgray for it
2) They were to bless the land that they lived in anadke it better!
3. Heaven is our home, but we are to bless this wamttimake it better

B. The people of God must be concerned for the pocailse God is concerned
1. We must look for ways to bless the land and theleeahere we live
a. We will avoid the selfishness and materialism thatsee around us
b. We will share the resources and blessing of Gosleasave opportunity
2. We must be responsible—don’t scatter money in strem back of van
a. We aren’t to give indiscriminately or irresponstsiyhat helps no one
b. Sometimes the hardest thing is know how to go abeing effective
3. Denbigh has always been responsive in meetingegbdsof a needy world
a. Generous gifts continue to go to orphans in AfrMaxico & Ukraine
b. We work with DUCO, PORT, Menchville House®'C Disaster Relief
c. MAYBE there is room more aggressively seek to bfessple around us

C. Years ago, someone basted me pretty good for salvement in DUCO
1. Why work through DUCO so that the church doesnttte credit
a. Jesus had some things to say about not seekini @veatt 6:3-4)
b. Helping the poor isn’t a ploy that the church umemake name for itself
2. Atrue church is one that does the right thing heeat is the right thing




