True Church (5)- A People Filled by the Spirit

(Ephesians 3:16- 21)

|. Introduction

A. One of the early issues our churches fought overstained glass windows.

1.

4.

It really wasn't the stained glass, but what tleengtd glass represented.
a. We were a frontier movement with a simple idea—s$a@hristianity.
1) We sought to set aside denominational traditiorset®T church.
2) That meant simple—simple worship, simple preachsmple music
b. It also meant simple building— stained glass aed@es weren’t simple.
c. These were worldly and materialistic; church wagpssed to be simple
But gradually our members became more educatedessitil and social.
a. We crossed the tracks, and we came to embracethesvof our culture.
1) We lived in big houses, drove cars, and dressédeclothes.
2) We built buildings w/ stained glass, steeples awdor plumbing
b. We still preached astmple gospélas we embraced our modern culture.
But the more we trusted the values of the cultilre Jess we trusted God.
a. For many of us, God’s power in world was reducepages in a book
1) | was taught that Holy Spirit only interacts with through the Bible.
2) To be filled, led or indwelled by the Spirit waslypfigure of speech
b. The power of the gospel was, usir preaching, arguments and obedience
To really believe that God gives us power throughiSwvas HERESY.

B. Yet, NT constantly speaks about pow®sm 15:13, 1 Cor 4:20, 1 Thess 1:5, Col 3:11

1.

2.

Do we really see our lives as characterized bytwer of God in us?

a. Or is it easier to see faith as a system of b#tiaf often lacks power

b. Christianity as a lifestyle or belief system caamagoretty puny at times

The first readers of the book of Ephesians must lielt that way.

a. Paul calls them to live holy lives that are wortfytheir calling @:1).

b. But how were they to live holy lives (last week)siach a pagan world?
1) In Eph 3:16-21, Paul prays we will have the power that we need
2) Power wasn’t from positive thinking or educationtwas of God!




Il.First, Power s Through the Spirit (3:16-17a)
| pray that out of his glorious riches he may sg#ren you with power through his Spirit in
your inner being!’so that Christ may dwell in your hearts througtttai

A. Paul asks God to give these Christians power im $périt through His Spirit
1. Paul has already affirmed some important thingaiaBirit here:
a. Spiritin us is the seal, the deposit of our consatyation {:13)
b. The Spirit gives us the wisdamvelation that we know God.(L7)
c. The church is temple in which God lives through Spsrit (2:22)

d. Mystery of Christ has been revealed to us by thly Bopirit (3:5)
2. Butin our text, Paul prays that God will strength through His Spirit.

a. Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit not in some mystigsterious way
b. Paul sees the Spirit in a very practical way—Ileagigto a spiritual life
3. Paul here prays for the Spirit to give us spirifp@ver.Notice 3 things:

a. First, God will give us spiritual power directly to omner spirit.
(This isn’t about self-help, self-hypnosis or selfication. It's not about self at all)

b. Second, that power comes through the Holy Spirit who $iwéthin us.
(Teacher: Don't believe Spirit really in you or elgou’ll expect him to do something)

c. Third, that Spirit power is available to us through évenue of prayer.
(Paul is praying for otherto receive power; probably good for us to praytttom!)

B. Paul didn't expect the Ephesians to generate spimiower through willpower.
1. Sure, spirituality does require discipleship antpmwer (and won't power)
a. Christianity is all about obediencesed created us to do(Eph 2:10)
b. Clearly, this emphasis on God’s power isn't abdagadving us of work
2. But Paul clearly expects for God to give spiritpailver (L Cor 2:4-5)
a. You've read those stories about flood, plaguesiadulhealings, etc.
b. Are those stories there to show us how powerful G@%S in past?
c. Or do they have something to do about how powé&std | S today?
3. We get hung up on the “HOW” when we think about Ggubwer today

a. We know that when we lack wisdom, we are supposguiay Jam 1:5)
But how can God do that? Bible flops open jughtoright verse?

b. When we pray for God to heal, we pray, “for the dsnof the doctors”
Is this is the only way God can heal? (Some dodtonk they are God)




I11.Second, Power Comes Thru Love (3:17b-19)

" And | pray that you, being rooted and establishretbve,'® may have power, together with all the
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high angbdséhe love of Christ? and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to #esuane of all the fullness of God

A. We are given power by God when we ama@oted and established in lave
(I like the NLT here— “Your roots go down deep itite soil of God’s marvelous love”)

1. We gain spiritual power as our lives become morteime with God’s love
(The NCV translates this verse “your life will leasig in love and be built on love”)

a. Paul wants us to know that God gives the spiripaaver that we need

b. But the tool that the Spirit uses to strengthersube power of love.
2. To understand the power that God gives, we hakada the love He gives

a. The experience of God’s power is in the contexetdtionship with Him
b. Says we can know a love that’'s so great that passes all knowledge

B. How can we hope to know something beyond knowi@d@nds of knowing
1. Intellectual: We can never fully understand or comprehend Gloy's
a. Paul says God’s love is too big—wide and long and high and déep
b. You’'ll never understand, comprehend, delineateexmdain all of that
c. God’s peacettanscends all understandih@Phil 4:7). So does his love
2. Experience: We do ‘know God'’s love in the sense of a relationship
a. In the Bible, the wordKnow' is a euphemism for sexAam knew EvVg
b. In that way, knowledge is something that is expexeel in relationship
1) Sometimes Lynn will say,Hey, | know yot(Usually in an argument)
2) She has experienced me enough to know who (hampposed to say)
c. We can’'t comprehend God’s love, but can experiénaed share it!

C. Paul prays for them to be empowered by Spirit fued to know God'’s love
1. Paul combines all three of these—Spirit, Power,d=e¥n 2 Timothy 1:7

a. Translations differ whether the “spirit” here israr the Holy Spirit
b. Is it that the Holy Spirit doesn’t lead is to tirtid but power & love
c. Later in same context, Paul does stress the Haht &p Tim 1:14)
2. Point is that we have God’s power and love, so iea’ato be timid
a. The self-disciple we must have to obey comes frad'&power and love
b. When we really know that God love us, that empowsrto live for Him
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IV.Conclusion
A. It's hard to live in our POST-world (post-Christigrostmodern, post-911)

1. Sometimes it looks for all the world like the deslstacked against us—
a. One the one hand, the world attacks our vajoese to redefine marriage)
b. On the other and, we falil to live out those val(@sistian divorce rate)

2. What we want to do is throw a pity partyt's so hard today to live today/!
a. Just look at what the President is doing and wioaig@ess isn’t doing
b. Look how bad the economy is doingy 401K says that | owe it money
c. Look how the media belittles and lampoons our farid morality.
d. Look at how American prestige has fallen and Istapawer rises

3. We fret and fear, worry and wring our handsll.the while we are singing

How great is our God, sing with me, how great is God, and all will see how great is our God
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Fathgtory. Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts ioe. f
You are awesome in this place, Mighty God, Youaaresome in this place, Abba Father

a. Does God still reign? Is His love and power reHlfot, quit singing
b. Ifitis true, then we live today like we are chigdch of God { John 4:4)

You, dear children, are from God and have overctitae, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world.

B. We've been looking at what it means to live #®“True Church Today.”
1. We have suggested that being a true church isae#df not institutional

a. A true church is one who finds its identity in God=kurch of Christ
(A People Under the Word, A Community of the CrAd€8eople who are Holy)

b. Today we add,tfue church is a people who are powered by theitSpir
2. Paul ends our text with one of his most dramatteshentsEph 3:20-21)

2YNow to him who is able to do immeasurably more gilawe ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within @&o him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forremed ever! Amen.

a. Do we really believe that? Is God really able tonatwre than we ask?
b. If we really believe in God’s power and love, ikéaaway two things
1) FEAR: We won't have to fear what the world thinks, saysloes
2) EXCUSES: Can't excuse ourselves as too weak and powerless
3. Do we really believe we ardilted with Thy Spirit, wisdom and powér?




