True Church (4)- A People Who Are Holy

(1 Peter 1:13-25)
|. Introduction

A. One of Barton W. Stone's converts was a man byange of Joseph Thomas.
1. Joseph Thomas is known to church historians aSWitiete Pilgrim”
a. He saw church division coming from pride, self-net&t and worldliness
b. He sold his farm and possessions, and travelleatcpneg in a white robe
2. So how would you describe the White Pilgrim? QtaiNaive? Insane?
a. Maybe, but Thomas struggled with something we lgrtyg to ignore.
b. According to Bible, the world and church are ingiem (L Jn 2:15-17)
3. We tend to respond to this tension in one of twpagite extremes—

a. Isolation: Some seek to preserve faith by basically retmgatom world
1) They don’t go to extreme of White Pilgrim; don’tilbmonasteries
2) They retreat from relationships outside of faitiChristian Ghetto”
3) They become so isolated from the world that thexeh® message
b. Immersion: Some Christians respond by totally becoming fikeworld
1) They still do Christian things—go to church, worshgive money
2) But their focus and pursuit is basically the sasia@n-Christians
3) They are so much like the world, they have no ngs$ar world
4. Jesus would have disciples neither isolated norameed John 17:15-16).

B. Maybe it is true that our culture once had morgeesfor Christian morality
1. The great majority of people were decent, hard wgrkhonest and moral
a. A person’s word was their bond; people shared leik-fortunate

b. The culture was much like the welcome sign of oresiWexas town—
The home of three thousand good and friendly pe@pld a few old soreheads

2. If that was once true, it is not true in our pos$irStian, postmodern world
a. 40% of HS seniors believe lying and cheating isessary to succeed

b. Just teens? About 40% of adults lying is sometinezessary at work
(Most people believe that it is OK to lie aboutrgesick to get time off from work)

c. Things like promiscuity, adultery, homosexualitg accepted as moral
3. Christian morality will stand out like a sore thumnbour culture today
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C. We have been looking at what it means for us tadde a “True Church”
1. There was a time we’d have likely answered thastioe institutionally
a. A true church is one with the right organizationcttine and worship
b. But the markers of true disciples in the NT areen@lational in nature
1) The world knows we are Jesus’ disciple by our I@iann 13:35)
2) We are born of God when we believe in and love si¢sidohn 5:1)
c. Markers of a true church had to do with a connectothe true Savior
2. So far, our study of true church is our relatiopsioi scripture and cross
a. To we add another characteristic—a true churchpisaple who are holy
b. To be a true church of God, we must be committadisdholiness
3. That's was Peter’'s message to the struggling chuartine first century

|I.Peter and the Call to Holiness (Reading: 1 Peter 1:13-16)

A. Peter called the church to an identity as strangettse world L Pet 1:1)
1. Peter here uses two words to stress that Christvans different

a. He uses the Greek wor®iaspora’ (Diaspora Jews scattered in world)
b. We are Strangers: “exilé’ (Esv), “refugeé (GNT) or “foreigner” LT)
1) NET combines the two words$hiose temporarily residing abroad
2) Peter sees Christians as aliens and stranger—amtthese parts!
2. Christians don't quite fit into the world, eventasy live in the world
a. Christians don’'t immediately stick because of tlieess, speech, etc
b. The KJV says that Christians are to begaculiar peoplé (1 Pt 2:9)
1) So are we different this sense of strange or wedfhe of us are
2) “Peculiar’ in KJV is possessiongeople belonging to GAdNIV)
c. If we live like we belong to God, then yes, we nsagm a bit peculiar!

B. We do“not conform to the evil desires you had when yedlin ignorance (1:14)
1. This refusal to conform to temptation and desir&esaus different
a. We know that we have “inalienable right” to pursue happiness!
b. It's practically un-American for us not to pursugr dappiness
1) We can struggle with moral choices-6dd wants me to be hagpy
2) Declaration says that; the Bible doesn’t; God wastso be holy!
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2. Understand that Peter is writing at one of the nddfitult times for church
a. Factors that would become Roman persecution weheigag like storm
1) The church had enjoyed relative peace in mucheethpire
2) Peter warnSyou may have had to suffer grief in all kinds @fl§”’ (1:6)
b. What will he stress to people getting ready tolyealffer?Holiness
c. The harder the world gets, the more they must rdmeno be holy
3. The reason for their holiness is simple—the Gog geve is holy1:16)
a. This is called theHoliness Codéfrom book of Leviticus Lev 19:1)
b. The basis of our obedience before God is that Gatself is holy
1) My dad often responded to my “Why” with “Becaussald so”
2) God responds to oukVhy with “Because | am Holy
c. What makes Christians different is that we seekhthimess of God!

|Il.Peter and the Basis of Holiness (Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-19)
A. Peter calls us to remember who we are and who eveadied to be

1. Peter again comes back here to our identity anggtra in a stranger land
a. This word here is slightly different; it mears‘alien residence
b. It refers to the stay of a foreigner in a counbrgttis not their own
2. Peter reminds us that God will judge how we livelige in “reverent fear
a. We are to live for God as alien strangers becatifeeacross
b. We know what God did for us, so we live for Him evewe don't fit in
3. That's they way it has always been for people week<God (eb 11:13)

B. Peter again comes back to holiness and strangérSarer 2:11-12

1. So we are to live as strangers and aliens. Why&t\Wlakes us that way?
a. We “abstain from sinful desires, which war against ysaul” (2:11)
b. If you really commit to this idea of holiness, yaon't fit into world
2. But that is the only way we will ever impact thendofor Christ
a. Peter’s idea is that our holiness points peopl@add-- evangelism
b. We've got different ideas; we’ll fit in and be mdrke the world
1) We’'ll dress, talk, act like world to make it easier them to convert
2) No, what that does is to convert us to becomelikesthe world!
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IV.Conclusion
A. Lynn Anderson tells of Canadian youth group gettaitip a group from Texas

1. It was a great time, except that the two youth gsouas different rules
a. The Texas kids couldn’t going mixed-bathing—thaswaorldly
b. The Canadian kids couldn’t go to the movies— thas worldly

2. The kids hit upon a solution where no one wouldehtavbe worldly
a. Afternoon: Canadian kids swam and Texas kids made-out othbea
b. Night: Texas kids went to movie & Canadians made othencar

3. Both groups followed the rules... and missed the tpoinvorldliness

B. Church | grew up in was same; we had lists of ralgminst worldly things
1. We couldn’t dance, drink, swim, kiss or smdleless you were a deacon)
a. Felt guilty in elementary school after a squarecagdnever told Mom)
b. Avoid the very appearance of evil— unplug pinbalbbawling alley
2. Paul says the problem with such rules is that teyt work (Col 2:23)

#such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisddth their self-imposed worship,
their false humility and their harsh treatment lo¢ tbody, but they lack any value in
restraining sensual indulgence.

a. Rules and regulations imposed from without carstran indulgence
b. Amish can’t buy new car; pay someone and buy inftbem used

C. But our problem today isn’t such legalistic ruleg that we accept worldliness
1. We tend to reasonNbthing wrong with movies, dancing, drinkiregc.”
a. So we’ll go (or let kids) to any movie regardle$sontent or message
b. So we’ll go (or let kids) to any dance, regardlekds setting/context
c. So we’ll drink alcohol responsibly... even thoughttban be a fine line
2. Result: Pretty quickly we look pretty much like the woddound us
a. I’'m not suggesting a new set of external rulesy wtél don’t work
b. But we must decide we are exiles/strangers; wetdibimto our culture
c. We must decide what is pulling us to fit into therld—worldliness
1) For one blogger, its Techno Rock— raves and EcsthBis past
2) For you, it may be something elsBut worldliness isn’t optional!
3. We must be holy as God is holy... and we must b@ssrbout it!
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