L et Justice Roll (5)- Do Not Prophesy Against | srael

(Amos 7)

|. Introduction

A. Dr. Jeffrey Wigand has been called a whistlebloareithe ultimate insidet

1.

2.

3.

In fact, “The Insidet was the 1999 Russell Crowe movie based on hes lif
a. Wigand was a $300,000 Research VP for Brown & \aftison Tobacco
b. His job was finding ways to make cigarettes sdfeat was the problem
1) He found companylgter bought R.J. Reynolpdid just the opposite
2) They chemically altered nicotine to make cigaretteseaddictive
3) That made cigarettes harder to quit... and moreyliteekill you
Wigand first went to company management, but thegatened to fire him
a. He leaked the data; that led to interview by Mikal\te on60 Minutes
1) But the interview that wasn't aired; CBS was theead with lawsuit
2) Wigand was fired, harassed, received death th(eaitst in mailbo)
b. Wall Street Journabroke the story60 Minutedfinally aired interview
Dr. Wigand ended up teaching high school chemistgcher of year in ‘96

B. And old saying tells us|f'you don't like the message, shoot the messénger

1.

Jesus has a familiar running encounter with theisées inMlark 2-3

a. They are upset by the folks (tax collectors) Jémugys with 2:13-17)

b. They're shocked that Jesus seems to ignore tradfidasting p:18-22)
c. They're stunned Jesus allows disciples to pickrgoa Sabbath(23-27)
d. They're madWhich makes Jesus nmjatiat He heals on Sabbath1-5)
What is the response of Pharisees to the ongosagttement?Mark 3:6)
a. When you can’t deal with the message, then youtdiheomessenger
b. And Pharisees want tshoot the messendgeanly 79 verses into story!
Amos runs into this same mentalityAmos 7 with the High Priest

a. Amos will preach a unique message of forgivenesisd@struction

b. Like Jesus, Amos runs afoul of a religious leadlkeo wants him quiet
c. And like Jesus, Amos will not be intimidated or b@own one bit
Israel, in the person of the high priest, wantedhoot the messenger




C. Before we look at the messagefohos 7, let’s do a very brief review.
1. Amos was a rural, southern prophet preaching toribie urban North.
a. Two nations were competitors & would soon go to {#aKings 16:5f)

b. This is like sending a rural Arkansan to preach NY@uring Civil War!
c. Israel wasn't interesting in hearing God, espegimtbm a Southern hick.

2. What we also see in Amos 7 is how concerned Amaw igeople of Israel
a. Jonah hated his audience (Nineveh) and sulked Wloeihspared them.
b. But Amos is distraught by his message of the destnu of Israel

3. Two things come across—the Message of Amos anddrResyof Israel

I1.The Message of Amos
A. The chapter begins with interesting exchange betwaeos and God/( 1-6)
1. God tells Amosgresumably so he can preachof a coming destruction

a. The first judgment would be in a swarm of locusis i1 Joel 1:2-4)
(Total destruction in a farming culture before peisies controlled infestation)

b. The second judgment was fire so hot it'd evaposate& parched land.
(This common image of destruction in the OT was bgelimos irAmos 2:5)

2. In both cases, an urgent Amos desperate behs Gudhtmge His mind
a. Amos says that Jacob (Israel) is too small andweak to survive
b. He begs for God toférgive’ (7:2) and ‘stog’ His punishmentsi:4)

B. So God felented (NIv) or “repented (kJv) or “changed his mirid NcV)
1. But Samuel says God doesn’t do this changing Helr(ii Sam 15:29)
a. Word “relent’ in Amos is same Hebrew word asifange His mind

b. Samuel seems to say that God unlike humans, daehaonge his mind
2. But God Himself earlier uses the same word eanieontext! (L5:11)

a. So God changed His mindH:11) and God doesn’t change mindX: 29)

b. Basic Problem: How can a God who knows everything change HisdMin
1) Suppose | tell you I'll take you out to Outback gray for dinner
2) The bill comes, F'changed my mintl But | knew | would all along?

c. So does God change His mind? Absolutalyé desperately count on it!

d. That why Amos was preaching—If Isragpents, then God willrelent




3. So why does Samuel say that God can’t change Imd hkie we do?
a. He doesn’t. He says that God wouldn’t change hisirabout Saul
1) In fact, Samuel prayed all night for God to chahgemind (L5:11).
2) Why would he pray if God never chang&§fly would we pray?
b. Moses not only asked God to change His mind, Gddtio 32:14)
c. Not only does God change His mind, he remembiess 106:45)
4. Point: God'’s plan for your future is not so set in staean’t be changed
a. Amos prayed and God relented—prayer changes thingsanges God!
b. Maybe this should remind us of the potential powfevur prayer!

C. But Amos isn’t through—there is one more visiondB&mos 7:7-9)
1. This third image reminds us that there the clogkagk finally runs out
a. Achtemeier sees a progression in Amos responsese tvisions
1) When God threatens destruction in locusts, Amos,s&aprgive!”
2) When God promises destruction through fire, Amgs s&top”
3) When God shows judgment of plumb line, Amos say$ing at all
b. A plumb line is a tool that measures to see if igdding is straight (plumb)
c. Image is that God will measure Israel to see ifrtagon is straight
2. Sometimes builders are a little slap happy; thap #hings in place

a. Scott Lamp: Nail it up, bend it over, cut it in place— wa®sé enough
(Scott used his reciprocating saw instead of a tagasure; he just kept cutting)

b. God had twice relented, and Israel was spared beaaftHis grace
c. Now Israel would be measured, and that would thetrdef her sin
3. Sometimes we think that close enough is close dnqligke Scott’'s saw)

a. We're pretty good folks, especially compared tostheinners “out there.”
1) I might not be perfect, but I'm so much more “holiean thou”
2) Like the two guys being chased by be&just have to outrun ydu

b. Israel was so much better than the pagan natiausmdrthem
1) But listen to how God was going to measurelgaifih 28:17a)

2) Righteousness & justice is God’s plumb liréow do we measure?
4. Israel didn’t measure up; God promises judgmentvamalt change mind




I11.The Response of |sra€l
A. Amaziah, the Priest of Bethel responds wkhl the messeng&(7:
1. He does everything he can to discredit Amos and Amaos’ message.
a. Misrepresents Amos’ intentiongdising a conspiracy against yb(10)
b. Misreports Amos actual words)éroboam will die by swofd11)
c. Misinterprets Amos basic motivesdrn your bread thefg12)
d. Of course, he brings up geograph@g‘back to the land of Judafil2)
2. What we see is not a clash of two men, but a adéslvo world views
a. Amaziah saw the world that was, a world of the makand temporary
1) Status Quo: Economic wealth, political power, sbsiatus
2) Why would Israel want to change when everything juasfine?
b. Amos is operating from a spiritual world view— reeswhat should be

1) He is not focused on things of this world, likestpiompous priest
2) He is focused on God, and that puts him a bit dsadth the world
3) That will make Amos seem out of step with the waitdund him
a) Amos may look out of place because is this hijslbutherner
b) But he is really out of place because he seesdhlasgsod sees them
3. If Amaziah thought he’s intimidated Amos, he was®mg (Amos 7:14-17)

B. Will we seek to follow God even when doing so pugsout of step with world
1. Lacy Dodd was a senior at Notre Dame when she fbendas pregnant
a. She was devastated, even more when boyfriend pessher to abort
b. He dismissed GodAll that talk about abortion is just dining-roomlia’
2. We must decide whether we really believe in resjilitg before God
a. Is morality talk in the Bible really just fodderrfdinner conversation?
b. Is God’s law & grace, forgiveness & judgment re@lynday School talk
c. We must decide which world view is going to be world view
3. We need to hear Amos—God has a plumb line by whectvill judge us
a. Will we measure up to that standard of holinessragiteousness?
b. No, but or lack of righteousness can be overcoméelbyshil 3:9)
c. That only works for those who God serious§o, are you serious?
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