Let Justice Roll (1): TheLord Roars From Zion

(Amos 1-2)
|. Introduction

A. These are true stories; the names are changed. udgetaan’'t remember them
1. Joe was convinced that baptism must be by immeraminsprinkling
a. He got into several heated arguments with co-werkeer baptism
1) The word “baptism” means immerse; baptism is atdaat burial
2) | knew this from Joe’s brother; Joe himself didtoime to church
b. He knew what the Bible said, it just didn’t charige life that much
2. Jack was a fairly prominent preacher whose lifallptvent off the rails
a. He drank heavily, did drugs, left his wife—turned bhack former life
b. Another preacher flew from another city to pleathwiim to repent
1) Jack’s response was, “Your position on Holy Spéritalse doctrine”
2) Jack wasn't living by the Spirit, but knew falsectiine when saw it

B. Paul tells of thoséhaving a form of godliness but denying its pdw@ Tim 3:5)
1. Paul is talking about false teachers who would egueblems for church
a. They weren't false teachers because they got mipeah their doctrine
b. No, false teachers would lead to lives were falfete God 2 Tim 3:2-4)
2. It's easy to see spirituality as outward acts t§ien, doctrine and worship
a. We can believe the right things and not have ilyeapact our lives
b. We can focus on religion and while all the whilessing God!

C. That will be repeated theme in Amos as we looksbbok for next 4 weeks.
1. Amos preached during the reign of Jeroboam lime tf great prosperity.
a. Internal struggles in Assyria allowed Israel gnealitical freedom.
1) Freedom led to an increase in trade and wealthdbraristocracy.
2) This same prosperity brought a total disregargtmr & powerless.
b. This prosperity led Israel to see themselves dsdrgood grace of God.
1) So there was an emphasis on the feasts and sesrifiche OT.
2) While they stressed religion, they lived pretty imas they pleased.
c. Amos was called as prophet to shake things up alhdscael back to God




2. Amos had several strikes against him as proplaghén ‘burden beareb)
a. First, Amos lacked the credentials of a proper prophetds 7:14).
b. Second, he was an outsider (village in Judah preachirtgamaria).
c. Third, he preached a negative message during a timgtiofiem.
1) All prophets had critical messages—nev&n“OK, You're OK:
2) Things in Israel were going well; they didn’t wdathear negativity.
3. So what do we know of Amos of Tekoa, shepherd anetaker of figs.
a. That pretty much covers it— a working stiff calledbe a prophet.
b. From his book, we see a no-nonsense, straightagglkn-your-face guy
4. Amos is going to deal with a people substitutinggren for faithfulness.
a. People who focus on their prosperity and refuseseoothers1(2)
b. People who see blessings in being chosen witheporesibility. 3-4)
c. People who focus on worship and ignore faithfulrtessod. -6)
d. People who want only what is good rather than whate. [7-9)
5. Amos’ book is prophetic and poetic, but his messagleoroughly modern
1. TheLord Roarsfrom Zion: THEN
A. Amos begins by getting our attention-thé Lord roars from Zioh(Amos 1:2)
1. When times are good, people think that they haveasa of God.
a. Following 9/11, there was a surge in church attendabut it didn’t last.
b. Sometimes we see need for God, but during progfefitot so much.
2. So God gets Israel’s attention here as lion roaning storm thundering
a. Psalm 29 picture God as a storm coming inland from overawgi9: 3-7)
b. If you convince yourself that God is not watchiggu can do as please
c. But Amos dispels that notion—God’s voice roars drelland withers!
3. What follows is God'’s voice; 8 times repeafbhis is what the Lord says

B. But the voice of the Lord begins its thunderin@imost surprising way
1. Amos condemns the neighbors of Northern Kingdonsiael (L:3-5)
a. This formula (X, even X+1) is common Hebraic figRe ov 30:18-19)

b. It's a way to give emphasis, usually to larger nenglmaidens, not eagles)
c. In Amos 1-2, only the larger number is given— 1fsineach nation
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2. God is condemning the sins of Israel’'s neighborsey-itan live with that

a.

C.
d.

Pagan peoples are condemned for what we see ashights violations
1) Damascus{yrid) and Ammon are condemned for wartime atrocities
2) Sin of GazaPhilistineg, Tyre Phoenicig & Edom is slave-trading

3) Moab is condemned for desecrating the body of &weaking

4) Judah, Israel’s sister nation, has broken theienant with God

How would Israel have responded to God’s condermanaif neighbors?
1) Their prosperity, covenant, worship meant they w&oé’s chosen

2) Of course, God was going to judge their enemiesd.bd@ss them
Amos is speaking to Israel; he’s drawing a tardeder-n-closer to them
Amos speaks to these other sins only to drop thantex on Israel

C. Israel could see the sin of other nations but wiasl ho her own Amos 2:6-7)
1. Runaway prosperity made Israel forget who they weesnd who God was

a.

b.

The sin isn’t their prosperity but that prospetéasd them to forget poor
1) They, “Sell the righteous for silver, and needydgrair of sandals”
2) In their focus on material things, thelydmple the heads of poor
Easy prosperity led God’s people to forget andvieneabuse the poor

2. Butisn't Amos really condemning thdolatry of Israel? Amos 2:8)

a.

OK, “drinking wine in the house of their godioes seem like idolatry
1) RSV/ESV- ‘in the house of their Gb” NET- “temple of their Gad
2) Hebrew can be either Big-G or little-G and the stations are mixed
Point: They were abusing the poor at the same time\legg religious
1) Wine they drank in temple came from fining or taxithe poor!

2) They were laying on garments they had taken agplétko 22:26)
3) But they laid on those garment BY ALTARS—under Godbse!

3. Root of their lethargy—they forgot about God'’s ksiegs. Amos 2:9-11)

a.

b.

God here reminds Israel that it was He who gaventtieir prosperity

1) Physical Blessings. Freed from Egypt and given land of Amorites

2) Spiritual Blessings: God had given them the prophets and Nazarites
But they only saw the stuff, and they forgot abiet God who gave it
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I11.TheLord Roarsfrom Zion: Today
A. Remember what Moses warned before Israel entereda®aDeut 8:11-14)

1. Moses was concerned as soon as Israel settldtemwould need God

2. And isn’t that precisely what Amos accuses Isrdelang here?
a. Once they had prosperity, power and position—thdg’tineed God.
b. Because they didn’'t see God, they couldn’t seg@toe and powerless.

B. When the Bible speaks to the prosperous and polyer#d better listen!
1. Prosperous? Isn’'t news dominated by wordsrgaession & downturn?
a. We may joke about 401K’s turning into 201K’s, bistmo joke!
b. People are really hurting—Iost their jobs, savingrement & hope
2. One of the words that you hear a lot these da¥lasket Correctior.
a. Stocks were unnaturally high; it awhile for the k&irto correct itself
b. Maybe its good time for us to do same thing—corhest we see stuff
1) Maybe like Israel, we have put to much value onraaterial stuff
2) Maybe like Israel, we have overlooked the poor tredpowerless
3) Maybe like Israel, our focus on the material hdisG®d out-of-focus
c. So maybe this time oMarket Correct can serve to correct our hearts!
3. Hard times should cause us to stop and considersaieally important?
a. Is it really important to drop $4 at Starbucks? t®eat out tonight?
b. Maybe we will find that some of the stuff we thotiglas important isn’t
c. Maybe we find what's really important is obeyingd>& helping others.
1) Isn’t that what Jesus calls the two great commafds®t 22:37-40)
2) When the good times are rolling, it's hard to sastyour stuff

d. If hard times help us see what's really importéettthe hard times roll!

C. Amos is the voice of the Lord that thunders tolgstpeople attention
1. He is trying to get our attention focused on wha that’s really important
a. Money and things may come and go, but they cairiglirue meaning
b. One way God truly blesses us in money is in helpiigrs Eph 4:28)
c. If we focus only on our things, we totally loose docus on God
2. The voice of the Lord roars this morning—does he=hgur attention?
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