Old New Questions (9): Wherein theWorld Is God?

|. Introduction
A. Two weeks ago, man walked down aisle of First Baturch in Maryville, IL
1. Pastor Fred Winters stopped and asked Terry Sddiflce needed help
a. Sedlacek pulled out .45 auto and began to fire@pteacher
b. Winters deflected first shot with his Biblgréat story if it ended theye
c. Itdidn’t; Sedlacek fired 3 more shots & Wintergdlion way to hospital
2. Where in the world was God when all of this wasgeapng... in church?
a. If the Bible could stop the first shot, why didrt'stop all the shots?
b. If the gun could jam after 4 shots, why didn’tat) after one shot?
c. If members wrestled the man down to stop morengllwhy didn’t God
3. Google Where was Gddand get one question for many subjedf$gage
a. Some involve natural disaster—Katrina and Indiae&cTsunami
b. Some are manmade disasters—Sept 11, Va Tech shpittenHolocaust
c. Some are more private and personal tsunamis--deuic3 yr old Jared

B. The songs we sang this morning uplifted and praized as the Almighty.
1. In fact, one of the names of God is El Shaddai,ighty (Gen 17:1-2)
a. God is the Almighty in whose shadow we can resalin 91:1-2)

b. But is the world always feel like a place whereawe sheltered and safe?
2. Doesn’t the more often feel like a plasehen darkness reigh$L k 22:53)

C. Today is the last lesson in our series of lesson$dd-New Questions”
1. These are questions everyone once knew the answem.world changed
2. Questions today is one believers and unbelievers asked for centuries

D. David Hume suggested amtonsistent Triatlthat disproved God’s existence
1. Why does evil exist? Where in the world is Godnialst of all this evil
a. If God really is God Almighty, he should be ableget rid of evil
b. If God is a God of love, then God would want to gétof evil
2. In the face of such evil and horror in the worldhase in the world is God?




Il. Toward an Answer: Some Definitions

A. Bible proclaims that God is God Almighty— God camahything Reading)
(Genesis18:14, Job 42:2, Jeremiah 32:17, JeremiaB 3 Matthew 19:26, Luke 1:37)

1. Does that mean God can do anything/hat about logically impossible?
a. Can God make a round square? Can he make a rdug ke can't lift?
b. Pancake so flat it has one side? Car with intdrigger than exterior?

2. God can’'t do what can’t be done even with unlimgpeaver (round square
a. And there is something else that God can’t do—dreétdie (Titus 1:2)
b. God can't be unlovingGod is love or be unrighteous3od is Holy

3. Almighty God can’t (1Violate His natureor (2)do logically impossible

B. OK, that is allreally fascinating, but what does it mean and why shadaare
1. This understanding of God Almighty is crucial indemstanding evil.
a. When God created humans in His image, he could dame 2 things
1) He could have created us with free will and theitgtio choose evil.
2) Or God could have created us without free will archpable of evil.
b. But He couldn’tboth give us free willand assure we not choose evil
1) That's a logical impossibility—just like making aund square.
2) Evil came into the world when we rebelled againsti&-it still does
2. The evil that we see in the world is the resulireé will gone very wrong
a. When Terry Sedlacek shot Fred Winters, he was ngakimoral choice
1) The tragic result was that Winters died and hisilfasuffers
2) Sometimes because of prayer and providence, Galsdep in
3) If God routinely prevented consequences of evikehenot free

b. C. S. Lewis imagines a world with no consequenéewvibchoices

We can, perhaps, conceive of a world in which Gardected the results of this
abuse of free will by His creatures at every moma&mthat a wooden beam

became soft as grass when it was used as a weapdrthe air refused to obey
me if | attempted to set up in it the sound wakiasdarry lies or insults. (p. 33)

c. Lewis: if there are no consequences for our evil choieearen’t free

3. That means that the evil in the world is really tbsult of God’s goodness
a. What? Yes, the gift of freedom of will and choigas a good gift
b. The evil we see in the world is the consequenaomisused gift!
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C. But does thatotally explain evil? Much of our suffering seems mored@an
1. OK, we can all see that Sept™das the result of evil mendildoers)
a. What about Tsunami? Katrina? Disasters insuraalte ‘@ct of God’
1) We’'ll not mention the merits of building a city bl sea level.
2) Horrific natural disasters seem to have nothinddavith human sin.
b. Why does God allow what we could cafidtural evil to take place?
2. God made the world subject to natural laws; thg atternative is choas
a. Sometimes those laws can cause harm to peopleoimgwlace/time
1) Hurricanes distribute weather; earthquakes relresgure in crust
2) Those are necessary things... and tragic if we atieeinvrong place
b. People suffer and that is tragic; but not evil.affithe way the world is
3. When | was in college, a friend died when his plareshed into woods
a. Everyone was devastated, and we ended up discusging class
b. Someone ask, “Why can’t metal repel wood; planeldmwticrash”
c. Professor smiled, “That'd work... til you needed td down a tree”

D. So we may suffer, in words of Bruce Hornsbjhat's just the way it i5.
1. But one another level, even that is the resultush&in choice and sin
a. Paul tells us that death came into the world bexafisin Rom 5:12)
b. Paul further says all creation was affected byfallg Rom 8:20-22, NLT)

1) We look at the world as it is now and sayhat’s just the way it tis
2) God says, But that is not how it was, and that is not howiit be”
c. So even floods, tornados, earthquakes are brokemféallen world
2. We may want someone to blame for suffering in wdoldt it isn’t God!

E. Just as we point to benefits of hurricanes, Godusansuffering to bless us
1. God doesn’t directly cause suffering, but He camius powerful ways

a. Suffering can be used by God as discipline to mekstrongieb 12:7)
b. Suffering can teach us humility and openness to @a@tbr 12:7-10)

c. Suffering tests our character and gives opportunityrow Rom 5:3-4)
d. Ultimately, suffering can make God'’s reality moealr(Job 42:5)
2. Suffering isn’t from God, but He can use it to sles for goodRRom 8:28)
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I11.Conclusion
A. So where in the world is God when bad things happeood people?
1. He is on throne and with His peopléhé Holy One among ydiiHos 11:9)
a. Suffering doesn’t take place because God is notl goat because He is
b. He blessed us with freedom—the freedom to chobsefréedom to love
1) But that means we are also free to choose evilnanftee to hate
2) Sin has consequences—without consequences, theodnsedom
2. Ultimately, all human suffering happens becauseoolkequences of sin
a. It may be consequence of our sinful choideuf) user with hepatitjs
b. It may be consequence of another’s chodrerik driver who kill¥
c. It may be the consequence of a world that is brdiketine fall

B. I think this may move us in direction of answerif\g/here in world is God?
1. But does it help comfort someone who is in the neidd suffering?
a. Is one who lost a loved one comforted Rydt’s just the way it 13’
b. Is one facing extended illness put at ease by ehanc consequence?
c. Is one trying to deal with tragedy reassured thativwe in broken world?
2. No, it’'s not ourhead asking, YWhere in the world is G& It's our heart!
a. We must work through these issues before our warfibles in.
b. Remember, Job’s friends were a comfort until thayted talking!
1) When in the middle of the storm, we don’t need arptions
2) What we need are people willing to struggle alotgsis
3. And that is precisely what God does for us and wslat the cross
a. We know that God does not remain aloof and untoditiyesuffering
b. In Jesus, God fully identifies with us in our weaka and struggle
1) Like us, Jesusléarned obedience from what he sufférgdeb 5:8)
2) And like us, Jesus was overwhelmed by his suffeflihgit 27:46)
c. Where in the world is God when we suffer? He saffeith us

C. There is one answer for the problem of evil... itighe shape of a cross!




