Old New Questions (2): Must | Bea Member of a Church

|. Introduction
A. What if | were to share with you well-researchedgoam to benefit your kids
1. Research (Duke, Michigan, Indiana, Barna, CDC) shthat this program...

» Increases the average life expectancy of your adldy 8 years

= Significantly reduces their use and risk from Alglpif obacco and Drugs
= Lowers risk of suicide and helps them rebound fdepression 70% faster
= Dramatically reduce their risk for committing a e

= Improve their attitude at school and increase tlsginool participation

= Reduce the likelihood that they would binge drmkollege

» Provide them with a life-long moral compass in dexri making

= Even causes them to wear their seatbelts more often

2. What the program with all these benefits? #stive church participatioh
a. Despite these benefits of church membership, fandrfewer participate
b. Some polls continue to say 40% attend church;ehbty is closer to 20%

B. There’s a growing number of committed believers wba’t know they should
1. They are committed to Christian faith, and activatg and talk that faith
a. But they are not members of any church... and vdgntionally so.
b. They have commitments that for them (they say) vimater than church
2. Notice a couple of statements by dedicated belsew#io opt out on church

a. Christian #1 feels closer to God and more worshipful when reuréing

Much of the “worship” at church doesn’t feel worphul. When | float in the ocean, |
feel a genuine sense of communion with God. Aemgdbple around me in the water
and surf shops need to be ministered to. Isntwiaat church is about?

b. Christian #2 says his church is a close group of friends deeathop

| don’t belong to a church, but | spend time inIBibtudy and prayer with other
believers at a coffee shop Saturday nights. Tlleafehip and study we share
there is better that what I've experienced in clurénd the coffee is better!!

C. Today is our second installment of the study setf@sme New OIld Questidns
1. These are old questions to which everyone once khewnswer
a. Time have changed, and we can't just assume waall the answers
b. Last week our question wa¥/hy should | accept the Bible anyway?
2. This week, our question isDo | really need to be part of a church?
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II.Must | BeaMember of a Church: Why the Question?
A. Some are suggesting that modern churches are basgmimmon false model.
1. Constantine legalized Christianity with the editidlan in AD 313
a. Soon Christianity was not only legal, it was théowdl religion of Rome
b. Pagan temples were given to churches & people paickto convert
1) For the first time, church become large group nmggtin building
2) Many were pagans, so the service was controlleal fmpfessional
2. So “model” for church became a theater, and thstilishe case today.
a. People sit in rows staring at back of heads wiéhrdal show led front
b. There’s little interaction with othersvé don’t really want that in theater
c. That remains true in liturgical, traditional & cemiporary worship
3. OK, this is overly simplistic, but those who raisdo have a valid point.
a. You can be a member of a church for years andamitect with people
b. Can go to church and watch the show and never comnith people

B. That’s different from NT churches which were snesdbugh to meet in homes
1. Paul often greets these in house churcRes\(16:5, Col 4:15, Phile 2)
a. Even Jerusalem megachurch nmtebtse to hous€Act 2:46, 5:42)
b. He did rent a hall in Ephesu&dt 19:9), most churches were in homes
2. And becoming part of a church was certainly lesagcated in NT times

a. Churches today have very formal ways to j@month course with exam

b. Membership inActs 2 was ‘Believe and baptizédnd “thelLord added
3. There were many other differences in the way thdydurch in the NT

a. Church didn’'t own propertytiiat didn’t come until after Constantipne

b. No set worship ordepérticipatory) or time (‘wait for each other)

c. They did have church potlucks, but they were patihe assembly!

C. So the idea is that because church is so different we no longer need it
1. We can experience God surfing or experience commahicoffee shop.
a. So maybe being part of church is an idea who tiagedome... and gone
b. Must | really be a part of a church in order tcab€hristian today?
2. This is a new OLD question; some Jewish Christimosdered same thinh




[I1.Must | BeaMember of a Church: Toward an Answer (Heb 10)
A. Some Jewish Christians were wondering that in tuklof Hebrews

1. There world was making it very difficult for them live for God
a. As Jews, they had isolated in a sea of paganshawdt was worse
b. Now... an island of Christ believers in a sea of Jewscean of pagans
c. They were discouraged witlie¢eble arms and weak knéésleb 12:12)

2. It would be easier just to go back to synagogueatithpoint of Hebrews
a. Hebrew writer tries to give his readers a new visid Jesuskulletin)
b. He then argues from OT that Jesus is better thaseb|@riest, sacrifices
c. His conclusion sounds like a let us patch (weddeleb 10:19-25 later)

B. The point | want to notice (you knew | was goinge)asHebrews 10:24-25

1. This text has been used as a club to force peo@#end church.
a. We preached it is sin to miss church unigssvidentially hindered
b. That means that God wants us to go to church exdegh he doesn’t
1) Story: Guys fishing Sunday morning|, feel bad missing chur¢h
2) Other says,|“couldn’t have gone anyway— my wife is Bick
2. Word “forsakeé literally “to abandon, to desert, to leave behind
a. Itis used by Jesus on croswfty have you forsaken Rig(M att 27:46)
b. Paul says Demaslgved this present world, has deserted (@€l im 4:10)
c. The word is used in secular Greek for children Wwhwe been orphaned
3. So ‘forsaking the assembilisn’t missing church; it's turning your back on i
1) That was Jewish Christians were tempted to doeriitcentury
2) That is what believers do today when they aren't pba church
4. Hebrew writer has in mind lofty things for his reasl (1eb 10:19-25)
a. He wants us to have confidence to enter the preseinGod (0:19)
He wants us to come near God with faith and a deasciencel(:22)

He wants us to trust God enough to hold unsweryitghope 10:23)
He wants us to think of others spiritual lives,jast ourselves10: 24)
And he wants us to do all that by not giving uptioe church! {0:25)

® oo o

C. So must | be a member of a churcH@re it just as optional as pleasing God!
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IV.Conclusion
A. What about Christian who feels God'’s presence mgirinore than church?
1. We do experience God differently—service, prayature, worship, art
a. What is a pretty sunset to some is a spiritual camaon to others
b. And Hebrews does stress God'’s presenertér the most holy plage
2. Point isn’t how best | experience God but how weezdence Him together
a. You might not get much out of church todayeu might help others!
1) You being here might help someone stay faithfubtal this week
2) Maybe what you say to someone in the hall will maldsfference
b. Chances are that you will get something, evenif gon't realize it
3. God calls us to a spiritual community, and its aletays about us

B. What about the Christian who meets with Christigenids at the coffee shop?
1. He’s in community, encouraging and being encouralgedt that enough?
a. Church doesn’'t have to be as formal as we’'ve mia@eir theater modél

1) Churches meet in private homes, catacombs andfameral homes.
(Friend’s church met in a theater lobby; “Comingd®3 poster behind the preacher)

2) Church may intentionally choose to meet in un-chygettings.
(One church meets in un-renovated warehouse irr icibewhere the people are)

b. That's as much a real church as one with stainasisgl. or PPT projector
2. Church can be small and informal gatherings— baaiit't just becasual
a. Hebrew 13 has two commands for us to remember lead&xs' (17)
b. In between these are reminders of some things igeaa@y help us with
“Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange ¢bangs” (13:9)
“Let us, go to him outside the camp, bearing tregdace he bore”13:13)
“Do not forget to do good and to share with othdfis3: 16)
c. This assumes organization and leadership that hellos us accountable
3. Church may be small or informal; it cannot be sdnmgj that’s casual!

C. So, do | REALLY need to be part of a churchfie Bible seems to think so!
1. Church is God'’s idea of how we are to support araleer in our faith.
2. Do if you are visiting here we want to askré you a part of a churéhi
3. If you are a member here, we also ask yare“you PART of the church?




