Upside Down Kingdom (8)- He Acted Shrewdly

(Luke 16L1-9)
|. Introduction

A. | went to Christian bookstore to buy a book | neefie last week’s sermon
1. I didn’t plan ahead, so | didn’t have time to orddrom CBD or Amazon
a. | was expecting to pay a lot—especially sinceladiythad was hardback
b. Well, it was on sale for $2! For once, my lackptdnning paid off!
2. | spent some time browsing... What do you think istmmportant topic?
a. These are books publishers think will sell; it'd ntommentaries on Amos
b. What you do see on best-seller rack are booksta&blmistianprosperity!

B. Prosperity Gospel... Health-n-Wealth... Name-n-Ci#im Blab-n-Grab-It
1. No matter what you call it, the point is that Godnis his people to be rich
a. That's not an exaggeration—it’s the title of ondlwse bestsellers!
b. One of their writers saysWhy not gain the whole world plus your séul?
2. According to alimepoll in 2006, 17% of Christians believe this dawotri
a. 61% believe that God wants His people to be firahcprosperous.
b. 31% believe if you give God money, God will giveuymore money.
c. 4 of the 5 largest churches in America are dedictiehis doctrine.
d. Great majority of the religious TV shows are by pleavho espouse this
1) Why do you suppose that is? Because it is whagblpegsant to hear!
2) Paul warns against teachers who scratch our itakang L Tim 4:3)
3. Rick Warren says there’s a word for this healthewsith idea, Baloney:!
4. He also says,It's not a sin to be wealthy; it may be a sin te diealthy

C. The failure of Prosperity Gospel is seeing monegugh the lens of this world
1. Jesus does speak a lot on finances, but alwaysahsiof kingdom of God
a. We've been looking at Luke’s parables-"Jg'side Down Kingdoin
b. When Jesus looked at finances, it's from an upsaen perspective
2. In Luke 16, Jesus tells a parable about prosperity... Shrewaaer
a. This parable isn't about how faith can make is nppasperious
b. Parable is about the use of money in the upsidendomgdom of God
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II.HeActed Shrewdly: What Parable Says (Reading: Luke 16:1-8)
A. Parable is about rich man and hisanaget (familiar KJV word is ‘steward)

1. We’d probably call this guy atisiness managtor a “business ageht
a. He conducted business in the name of owner witlpfwver of attorney
b. Same word ascity treasuret or “director of public work’s (Rom 16:23)
c. So this manager or steward had a great deal of pamdefreedom
2. He is accused ofwasting (NIv) or “squandering (NAS) master’s money.
a. Same word @(vastind) is used of prodigal sin in far countriZ K 15:13)
b. The manager will be fired, and there will be a it of the accounts
1) Notice that the manger doesn’t proclaim his inneeeiwWhy?
2) What will he do now? He’s too old to dig and taoynd to beg.
3. So he hits on a scheme to ingratiate himself tglgawho owe his master
a. He reduces their bill— pay 400 (not 800) gallon®ibfand even.
b. Just pay 800 bushels of wheat instead of 1000 kse the account.
4. His plan was for former debtors to be so gratdfaytwould give him a job

B. Commentators have been pretty creative trying pdagx exactly what he does.
1. Some suggest that the manager he is simply forgagigommission.
a. As steward, he is an agent of the master and asesistied to payment.
b. So maybe he just forgoes his commission and marks dhe total bill.
2. Leon Morris suggests the accounts were inflatecu&e of illegal interest.
a. Usury was forbidden by Law; Jews could not chargerest to Jews
1) But here the amounts owed were in goods (oil angayhnot money
2) Amounts and value of good could be easily inflaiéfdhe books
b. So the reason for the large debts was the ownechaging interest
c. So he can’t accuse the manager without admittirgg@wn usury.

C. But Jesus doesn't call hinmept’ or “lazy;’ but “dishonestor “’(v. 8)
1. Why “dishones?” (This is often calledParable of the Unjust Stewdid
a. Was he tishonestbecause of his original wasteful spending@énse 1?
b. Or was tishonestbecause of his shrewd plan for futurevis ses 5-7?
2. Both? He gets out of this jam the same way hergotit—dishonestly!
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3. Question: “Why would Jesus use evil behavior to make his pbint
a. Answer: Jesus sometimes does that to make point stanuaret clearly.
1) Persistent Widovasks for help from judge calledrfjust” (18:6)
2) And “unjust judge is the same word fodishonestmanager here.
b. The reason for negative example is the same—makdsast stand out.
1) If widow kept asking unjust judge, we must keepypr@ to just God.
2) If bad people use money for bad things, how shaddise money?
4. Jesus isn’t interested in how much money we havevag enjoy it.
a. He is interested in how we use money to show Gadésin our lives.
b. Notice how Jesus elaborates on the point of thialpa
I11.He Acted Shrewdly: Application for Us
A. First, we must use our money to plan for our heavenlglling (L uke 16:9)
1. Point of the parable is how we use our money now Issts for future.
a. Master commends the Shrewd Manager for using mftordyis future.
b. This is Jesus’ point in the Sermon on Mouviiaft 6:19-21)
c. Paul suggest this happens if we use money to dad (obim 6:18-19)

2. Let's see, what example can | use of how hardti iglan for retirement?
a. Take my IRA... please! How is your 401-K doing thelsgs?
1) I've gotten more letters from my investment guycsiplunge
2) What he says,Don’t panicl’ He says it so much, | begin to panic!
b. One of the things he asked melotv long do you plan to be retired?
1) That not just when you retire but how long you lafeer you retire
2) That's the question! If | live 6 months after retg, I'm good to do!
3. Jesus wants us to take this same view of our gairiinancial planning.
a. How long do you expect to be in eternity?e need to plan for that!
1) Money is a tool we are to use to prepare us fovémy retirement!
2) Use money to prepare for death in ways that |agbie death.
b. Jesus says people of world plan better retirenteats people of kingdom
1) Heaven is a great retirement plan, but we do hasave up for it!
2) You make deposits in your heavenly IRA by using eyofor good.




B. Second, using money wisely allows us to receive real $itegs (16:10-12)

1. Interestingly, prosperity teachers ygese 10 as one of their proof texts
a. If you are faithful over a littlei(e. give it to them God will give a lot!
b. But money here is little thing; the true blessiagvorth much more
c. If we are faithful with money, God will give us gwealth—Himself!

2. The point here isn’t,If God makes me successful, then I'll titHe...
a. Point really is, What am | doing now with my material blessirgs?
b. Am | being a faithful manger over God’s stuffifle called for audity
c. If I am using my stuff only on myself, is that rming unfaithful

C. Third, how we see money determine who we see as Gad(16:13)
1. Money isn’t God’s ultimate blessing; it may be idolcompetition w/ Him
a. Notice that Jesus doesn’t say that we shouldmites&od and money.
b. He says we cannot serve God and money; only oqeriithe throne.
2. But then how do we know whether we really servirggg@Got Money?
a. Money is pretty important to us, isn’t itRnyone think it's not?
1) But no one here would say, “I think | will serve ey, not God!”
2) Sure, unspiritual people out there might, not symtifolks here!
b. Oh Really? Look at the reaction of some Phariséas<¢ 16:14-15)
3. How we use our money is a test of allegiance in iv@seel about God

IV.Conclusion
A. Someone on my blog sent me a link to the websithistin Peters
1. He does a seminar called ‘Call to Discernmeriton Prosperity Gospel

2. He uses clips from TV shows to show what Prospéeiighes believe
3. Itis a fair and powerful presentation that showsgkrs of movement

B. It may be even more powerful because Justin sufifens Cerebral Palsy
1. God doesn’t promise health-n-wealth, but to useveeaknessA Cor 12:9)
a. God’s never promises that if we are faithful, Helkss us with wealth
b. He does promise us true blessings if we use wovldiglth shrewdly
2. God wants to give us true wealth, but our hando#en too full of stuff!




