Upside-Down Kingdom (6)- Feast in the Kingdom of God

(Luke 14:15-24)
|. Introduction

A. We have several variations of programs to encounawe table fellowship
1. “Supper Cluband “Fellowship Mateswere teams who hosted meals
a. Each month, they'd invite several guests or petg didn’'t know
b. These were was to encourage us to fellowship aod slospitality

2. They failed in time due to same problem—guests diwicome eat!
a. Meals would be cooked and guests would camweelwere fill-ing
1) One couple followed my parents honagdin, we were fill-ing
2) We were behind when they turned the other wayegxplanatioh
b. It is probably true that we don’t invite others foeals as in past
c. But it's also true people don’t accept invitatigiimn always availablg
3. Failure to accept hospitality is basis of paralflgreat banqueti(k 14)

B. Luke 15 begins with Jesus eating with tax collectors andess (L5:1-2)
1. Luke 14 begins with Jesus eating at the house of a promhPlearisee
a. Also present is a man with dropsgsdéma, swelling of joints or tisgue
b. Luke says that the people present were watchingclosely
1) One has to wonder if this man was there as a pdanap Jesus
2) That is likely why Jesus asks if it was lawful teahhim (L4:3)
c. No one says a word, either before the healingter desus’ question
2. Jesus uses banquet speak agastsimportance andpride (7:7-14)
a. Small group study will focus on these two teachirgs
1) Jesus warns guests whose pride leads them to chesiseats
2) He also warns host whose pride leads him to irbete people
b. Luke calls it ‘parabl€’ (v.7). It's not about banquet etiquette luide
3. Jesus is in effect criticizing botduests and host—rather awkward
a. Someone breaks the awkward silence with a piougyda (14:15)
1) Sometimes my family would get into heated discussiat table
2) Grandmother would break in withl,.6vely weather we’'re havifig
b. This statement broken the tension and brought eiittgdom of God
4. Jesus tells them a parable is about the upside-#owaom of God
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1. The Great Banquet: The Parable (Reading- L uke 14:16-24)
A. Jewish banguets were announced with two differembal invitations

1. Firgt, there was amitial invitation that went out to all the invites

a.
b.

If there was a special guest to be honored, thssamaounced
Guests would then RSVP, which was a commitment w@myld come

2. Second, there was aannouncement once everything was ready

a.
b.
C.

Banquets were complicated events to plan, and gwias imprecise
So there was a second invitatioAll“things are ready come to feast
Example: We see this double invitation in the story oftiest

1) Queen Esther gives the initial invitation to Kingr&es $:8)

2) A 2"invite comes later while Haman is talking to higen(6: 14)

B. Jesus’ parable revolves arourf idvitation, “Everything is now ready(17)

1. These guests had already sent their RSVP; thegdmadhitted to come

a.
b.

C.

But they ‘all alike” or “all at oncé made excuses for not coming
All of these excuses were just that—excuses amdparently false
1) “I'just bought a field and must go s€g(ito one would do that)
2) “I just bought some oxen and must try theni @ame thing”

3) “l just got married (and new wife wouldn’t want to eat out?)
Someone has said that an excise is a lie dressieditggSunday best

2. Host is same position we were in &upper Clulor Fellowship Mates

a.
b.

C.

The food was ready but no guest were cominge-needs substitutes
He sends slaves into city streets and alleyswitdie & narrow streel
1) They are to invitethe poor, the crippled, the blind and the ldme
2) This is exactly who Jesus tells them to invite biscker se 13.

He then sends invitations into the countmpéds and country lané&s

3. This was a favorite preaching text back at heidHtus ministry

a.
b.

We are to go into thestreets and lanésand compel them to come
So you need a joy budWiaybe that interpretation is a bit creative

4. Point: The ones initially invited to banquet will not bethe banquet

a.
b.
C.

The very one that you wouldn’t expect to be thereeytwill be there
The proud and respectable would not feast in upsoden kingdom
God was calling the outcastthe poor, crippled, blind and lame
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I11.The Great Banquet: The Application
A. Go back to the circumstance that prompted Jesiadl thhe parable—

1. Jesus had just criticized the guests for theirgomdgrabbing best seats
a. He had also in effect criticized his Pharisee fiastho he inviting
b. Guest fills silence,It'll be great to feast in kingdom of Gov. 15)

2. But thatassumes that those present will all be at that feast all we
a. Jesus won't concede that; God’s kingdom is upsaedkingdom
b. Jesus just said,The one who exalts himself will be humblgri: 11)

3. The guest list of God’s banquet was different Plaérisees imagined

B. Quirk: Those see themselves as holy tend to look dowatloers as not
1. The Pharisee dfuke 18 believed he wasrot like other meh(18:11)
a. He fasted & gavé&hou shalt)and wasn’t thief or adulterghou shalt not
b. So that made him better than the tax collectohtAdgesus,Wrong
2. Paul points to tendency to compare ourselves witres ¢ Cor 10:12)
a. It's easy to see myself as holy because | am sdrhaber than thou!
b. It's like 2 guys being chased by a bearl.just have to outrun you!
3. Jesus condemns this holier-than-thou self-righteess | uke 16:15)
a. To justify ourselves in the eyes of others, we nstigss externals
1) Why did they stress “acts of righteousness” (prgaaims-fasting)
2) Because those are what people saw; those couldargified
b. If we are deciding who is in and out, those aretlivegs we see

C. But this parable reminds us we don’t make up glistsvf God’s banquet!

1. The ones we think may be first in line might not igwited

2. Someone has suggested that 3 things will surpase beaven—
a. First, we'll be surprised by folks who ARE there we thbtiwouldn’t
b. Second, by those folks who ARE NOT there that we thougbtild be
c. Third, and most of all, we will be surprised that WE trere!

3. That’s the point Jesus is making in the parable—igtad the banquet?
a. Those from highways and bywaysepresent those on the outside
b. They are the last people the Pharisees would wpi@or, lame, blind

4. The very ones prideful of their place/status wallbft on the outside.




IVV.Conclusion

A. | have to think that this message should be mateidiing to us than it is
1. We see Pharisees as wild-eyed, sanctimonious, jed@@nhypocrites
a. In reality, they looked a lot more like good chufolks... like us?
b. They were conservative, Bible-believing, sincererahpeople
c. They loved the truth; they just thought they'd @red the market
2. They were respectable people with good reputatioartf the problem
a. They were so focused on their reputation, that inectlne focus
1) Billy Crystal- “It's more important to look good than to be gbod
2) Pharisees looked down their noses at those whdt diodk good
b. Jesus looks over the respectability of banquettams it upside down
3. He says that those who feast at God’s table woulzinso respectable

B. But the warnings to the Pharisees aren't just weyfiHEM—warning US!
1. We are the Bible-believing, sincere, moral peopland that's good!
a. What is not good is if we believe if we therefoesdrve God’s favor
b. What's not good seeing ourselves as somehow libdarothers
c. Has the church gotten so respectable we forget@dwinvites?
2. We need to hear Paul’s warning to a respectablechi{u Cor 1:26-31)
a. We weren't very respectable when God called us—sydtnongrels
1) Parable says God calls the poor, crippled, blirdilame, right?
2) Well, he called you and me, right? So what doasshy about us
b. In the past, some denominations voted on accepgmgmembers
1) Well, we don’t vote, but God does! (It's callediVine electiof)
2) He says; Congratulations, you’re messed up enough to meetsrds
c. So all the boasting is in God; the only respecitgtid what He gives

C. What is the point we should take away from the Blaraf Great Banquet?
1. There are no proud, respectable peoplgasde-down kingdom of God
a. We're invited to his table because we’re poor, @eqd, blind, lame
b. We must not judge or look down on anyone else ddtiehe table
2. We must not take pride in our respectability—daariobedience, works
a. God has called us to His table, along with all atheho will come
b. Jesus invites us today—All things are ready, come to the fedst!
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