A Den of Robbers

(Mark 11:15-17)
|. Introduction

A. There has always been something of a tension betalagch and money
1. People in Paul’'s day were already making moneyetgion (L Tim 6: 5b).
a. One of the characteristics of false teachers il\tRi@vas their greed
1) Their teaching wasfor the sake of dishonest gaifiit 1:11)
2) Peter warns, It their greed these teachers will exploit y@a Pet 2:3)
b. Many distrust €hurch today because they think it's all about the money
1) Frankly, it's hard not to get impression from wakghreligious TV
2) Some religious programming comes acrossdikerch infomercial
c. Is it any wonder that some wonder if church is dlf&od or Mammon?
2. But then there’s therfecessarypart of the ‘hecessary evilof money
a. Paul didn’t seem awkward or apologetic about giih§or 16:2)
1) He takes up 2 chapters stressing 1 special cotitib(2 Cor 8-9)
2) He’s blunt—compares them to Philippi, warmedp what you sow
b. Jesus wasn’t in ministry for the money, but he tdwglot about it
1) Jesus stresses money more than any topic excejutdamof God
2) He even stressed the church offerirgr{ember the widow’s mitg?
3. So even though it is awkward at times, we do hayaé¢ach about money

B. One blog | read suggested that we need to findways to preach on money
1. It's uncomfortable to bring up the topic—so we neddesh approach
a. Remove chairs/pews before preadWe had to sell them to pay lights
b. Singing and dancing nuns seemed to increased bontms inSister Act
c. Maybe have the deacons dress in rags and sit ljotbrewith a tin cup!
2. Point: There’s really no easy way to talk about the chwand money
a. It'll always be a bit awkward, especially from a&pcher on salary!
b. Jesus had a fresh approach-- He made a whip amebtover tables!
c. I won't use that approach— but that is the stomaht to look at today




I1.A Den of Robbers. Then
A. Jewish sacrifices had to be offered at the Templerusalem— pilgrimages

1. It was hard enough to lug a sacrificial animal frdemicho, let alone Rome
a. It made sense to buy a sacrificial animal after gowed in Jerusalem.
b. So a thriving business in sacrificial animals grewwthin Temple

2. Temple complex was in a sense a separate city, fikecthe Vatican
a. It had its own currency; to buy an offering one baé&xchange money.
b. Entrepreneurs were happy to provide that servicehiwthe Temple

3. This becomes the background of our familiar story-ather, two stories

B. Synoptics place the cleansing of the temple insldast week N1k 11:15-17).

1. Jesus refers to merchants and money-changeteasof robbers(11:17)
a. This makes it sound like Jesus is condemning theonesty
b. System required sacrificial animals be blessegpraed by a priest
1) Most of sacrifices were refused, so worshippertodally one there
2) Their “imperfect” animal was then confiscated... daier resold!
c. Money-changers charged excessive fees despiteatvagainst usury
2. So the system was set-up to make money off of paaphame of God
3. Factoid: “Den of Robberss from Jeremiah’s Temple sermaoie( 7:11)
a. Jeremiah’s point isn’t primarily about what they @it the Temple
b. He was upset they committed adultery, perjury, evplibefore going!

C. John gives us a slightly different angle in hissien of the storyJn 2:13-16).
1. The point isn’t so much the dishonesty of theiribess—it's the business
a. Jesus saysHow dare you turn my Father’s house into a markt16)
b. The Greek work here &undpiov, from which we get the woremporium
1) So the NAS hasplace of business The ESV hasliouse of trade
2) Petterson“Stop turning my Father’s house into a shopping mall
2. John has Jesus condemning a system that confusd@mhple with market
a. He isn’t condemning merchants/money-changers,iHautTemple clergy
b. They traded God’sHouse of prayérfor a system to make them money.
c. And immediately afterward, the Priests decided désul to diel(1:18).
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[11.Den of Robbers: Today
A. It's easy for merchants/money-changes to find thvay into the church
1. By 1500, the church controlled 1/3 of wealth of @any, France and Italy
a. Popes were more financially and politically powéthan most kings
b. Church raised huge amounts selling indulgencedptiggveness of sin
1) Tetzel's line, ‘As coin in coffer rings, a soul from purgatory $w$
2) Luther finally pitched a fit and overturned tabtdgshe merchants
c. How did that happen? How did church and Mammon fmecsuch allies?
2. Modern health-n-wealth churches sound more likgdlghan Luther
a. God wants His children to prosper... and prosper ywaeans money
b. If we have enough faith to givenpney, God will prosper usntoney
1) People who struggle financially do so because tlueyt have faith
2) So prosperity becomes modern indulgence sold bgthech!
3. How did it get to point where faithfulness and ficas are equated?

B. Is it possible that this could be a temptationusiin our materialistic culture?
1. Can the church today to be influenced by moneyranickven realize it?
a. Are subtle forces at work want to turn the chumtlo ia marketplace?
b. Can church focus so much on material that we Isag#@ of kingdom?
2. Church we worked with in Kiev in 93 met in a rentadhool ($2 a week)
a. Church leaders wanted a buildindge@itimacy); church in US offered.

b. One of missionaries warned the churdWho do you really want to b&?

With a harsh winter coming and so many hungry agstitite around you, do you
want to be known as a church that ignored the gmmmause it built a building?

3. Maybe the church at home needs to agkh6 do we really want to Bé
a. We must meet somewherm@'t rent for $3 Church buildings are good
b. Point: Church can get so focused on facilities that avgdt who we are
1) Church so strapped by mortgage that it begs forayali the time.
2) Church so obligated to brick-n-mortar that thatdmees its focus
3) Church can focus on making budget and not focuspatual life
4) Church can horde its bank account and ignore tedsef others
c. If that happens, church needs to turn over tablldscaase out merchants
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IV.Conclusion
A. There is a pattern here that should be of more linstarical interest
1. Somehow the pursuit of God is replaced by a focusoney & material
a. The Jews turned the Temple into a marketplaceuginlg and selling
b. The medieval church came to focus on material Wweaitd power
c. The health and wealth church sells prosperitysasiddern indulgence
d. Local churches can become over-focused on theirfauihties
2. How did the Jews or the medieval church get stvasie about money?
a. How did ancient trees become the Petrified ForegioNal Park in AZ?
1) Gradually, over time, the cellulose in tree is aggld by minerals
2) Result is something that looks like a tree, buealy made of stone
b. In same way, the kingdom of God can be replaceithibgs of money
c. What was left looked like a temple or church—bwvas marketplace
3. When that happens, the tables need to be turned®overchants chased!

B. Let’s go back to the slide warning about churcloegdtting who they are
1. Notice how it makes perfect sense if we replaceaties with Christians
a. Christians strapped by their mortgage have notfongthers
b. Christians so obligated by material things thatooees their focus
c. Christians can focusing budget and not focusingheir spiritual life
d. Christians hording their bank account and ignoeenteds of others
2. Ultimately, churches get off track because Chnstiget off track
a. We allow the values of kingdom of God to be repthlog the world
b. When that happens, we need to make changes— terroav tables
c. If we refuse to do so, the Lord just might shakaedh up himself!

C. You were expecting a sermon on giving... so did | vhstarted this
1. What we both have this morning is a plea to stapthmk
a. When we focus on material things-- as a churcimdividual families
b. When we find ourselves focusing our stuff and aesick for more
2. Remember to ask questionvho is it that we really want to be?




