Jesus and His Church (2): Ephesus

(Revelation 2:1-7)
|. Introduction

A. | was a youth minister in grad school for a chusttere average age was 66!
1. Our self-identity was the church that was RIGHBotind in the faith.
a. We published a quarterly that was focused largelgactrinal issues.
b. We hosted a lectureship that exposed false dodcrdegalse teachers
c. One member was from Liberal, Kansas, and peopleiat her funny!
2. Each summer we went in a big t(gsk Lynn sometime about the camp}out
a. But the trip that made the biggest impression weswe never made
1) | wanted to take kids 300 miles north to St. Ldoisiuge youth rally
2) Main speaker was a former football star turned giredyouth leader
b. | went into the elders meeting with info packetshwva budget/itinerary.
c. Preacher:'heard this brother may be a bit liberalDiscussion over!
3. One hint of T heard that mayldewas enough to shut the whole trip down!

B. One sure way to never do anythingh$oundis to never do anything at all!
1. Sound doctrine is important; what makes a groupuaah is the gosepl
a. But we can become frozen into inaction llye‘ paralysis of analysis
b. Fear of failure drove the one talent man to do imgti@\Vi att 25:25)
c. Jesus says in effectDon’t just stand there, do somethin@R5:27)
2. Church can be so afraid of doing something unsabatwe do nothing
3. We can become sa6und in the faiththat we are sound asleep!

C. We are studyingJesus and His Churchés look at the 7 churches of Asia.
1. Last week we focused on opening vision of Revefatiglorified Christ
a. Jesus is picture as majestic and powerful... and grhanchurches
b. He knows their struggles; He begins each lettdthbw your works.”.
2. First letter is to Ephesus, a church commendetédorg sound in the faith
a. They were so sound that they were sound aslésptheir first love
b. He commends their faith, and he calls them ba&kftdl devotion




I1.Sound in the Faith (Revelation 2:1-3)
A. The city of Ephesus was one of the most importdigscin Roman Empire

1. It was capital of the Province of Asia and a cenfdrade and commerce

2. Because this was an important crossroads city, fBaused on Ephesus
a. He established a church there on Hisrissionary trip Acts 18:19)
b. He stayed there for 3 years on hit8p, his longest workActs 19:1-41)
c. His relationship can be seen in farewell to Ephesilders0:17-38)

3. After Paul left, he put Timothy in charge of thauoth at Ephesus.

a. He was to €tommand certain men not to teach false doctfigésl im 1:3)
b. A strong tradition suggests the Apostle John likexdfinal days there.

B. This church had strong tradition, and Jesus reeegrtheir faith
1. He says that He knowgd6ur hard work and your perseverafi¢&ev 2:2)
a. Specifically, they do not toleratevicked mehor “false apostles
1) Some would teach, but were ignorant of what tabdeolut(1 Tim 1:7)
2) Ephesus took Timothy’s teaching to heart and refusesuffer fools.
b. Paul and Timothy’s work had born fruit; this wafadhful church
2. Jesus knows, “¥u have persevered and have endured hardstip)
a. It had been more than 30 thirty years since Padiléfh Ephesus
b. The church had endured false teachers, riots awdengperor worship
c. Despite the hardships, the Ephesian church wasddato God’s truth

C. The church at Ephesus is a great example of ahlisstad church
1. They had a rich and proud history, one they remeetbhand recounted
a. They had reached a point of maturity Paul had psethiEph 4:14)
b. Preacher at Ephesus has a tough job— he followis&Paumothy
1) Later John will be a member; must be tough to prea@postle!
2) Jesus begins letter with a thumbs-up to preachingstry! Huge!
2. But the letters to 7 churches have a good-newsbadnrews deal.
a. Letter to Smyrna has only good news; Laodicea haslmad news
b. The rest begin with good... and then Jesus lowerbdloen on them
3. Itis just a bit surprising what Jesus condemrfaithful, sound Ephesus
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I11.The Bad News. Sound Asleep (Rev 2:4-6)
A. Jesus warns that the church Ephesus fadaken your first love(Rev 2:4)

1. Or put another way ybu have abandoned the love you had at’f(is$V)
a. This church had an impressive history, and mayaewias a liability
b. These were™ or 3% generation Christians in a very established church
c. In some way, they lost touch with the love thatenbaracterized them

2. Jeremiah points unfaithful Israel back teVotion of your youth(Jer 2:2)
a. The wilderness wanders was Israel’'s honeymoon—Ildavotion & trust
b. Jeremiah’s Israel had forgotten that devotion, thid that trust.
c. So had Ephesian church; they needed to recapteirefitist love.

B. So what happened at Ephesu&2re they worn down and out by church work?
1. No, that’s not it; Jesus says these peop&vé not grown weaty2:3)
a. They are busy doing all the myriad of THINGS thatkes up a church
1) Classes taught, assignments made, L.S. prepareddi$ cooked
2) Bulletins printed, children’s church staffed andiPHdes created
b. They did everything that a church must do... excepu$ on Jesus
c. Paul warns of those who'véost connection with the Hea¢Col 2:19)
2. But Ephesus was sound doctrinally; how could th&TNocus on Jesus
a. Sometimes our focus on being right is a focus gmasGod at all
1) Joe Vitello and | had ongoing friendly debate oncslas Windows
2) We had no stock in MS or Apple; not buddies Billt€&ASteve Jobs
3) But we did like a good argument now and theand being right!
b. In same way, church disputes can be more abou¢lvessthan God.
c. And we can have right theological positions andliptmiss Jesus!
3. Bruce Metzgar wonders if the focus on orthodoxy pad of the problem
a. They were so focused on error they looked at otwéhssuspicion
1) So they saw others, not with God’s love, but witlublt and distrust
2) If you look hard enough for heresy in others and wyal find it
b. Losing their first love might about not loving otkdike Jesus loved!
4. Ephesus was a solid, stable mature church thaeddgedchange everything
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IV.Conclusion

A. John Stott uses alliteration to stress what JedissEphesus to do wverse 5

1. Remember: “Remember the height from which you have fdllen!

a.
b.

C.

This isn’t just nostalgia,Remember back in the good old days wheén...
They must revision the church like it was back whesy were saved.

1) Back then, gospel was about grace, overcomingrgirsharing faith
2) It stillis! You don't replace loving gratitude thi right theology!
Ephesus needed to remember the time when churchlveas Christ!

2. Repent: “If you do not repent, | will come to you and remgear lampstant

a.
b.
C.

The word fepent means to change directiori Pretty strong word
This isn’t small course adjustment; they need togletely turn around
Lampstand represents church; to remove lamp meamsve the church

3. Resume: “Repent and do the things you did at firsBon’t just remember, DO!

a.

d.

What happens when a married falls out of lo@&&#? up and call lawyer?
1) We may fall out of lové because we fall into ruts and bad habits.
2) Love isn’t a bus that when you catch it, you capsthasing it.

3) We must continue to do the things that made usrfative

Sappy old love songs know that's what we're sup@aeealo, right?

Lost in love and | don't know much, what was Ikhig about, fell out of
touch, but I'm back on my feet, eager to be whatwanted Air Supply)

Neal Diamond & Barbra Streisand sang that, “You didming me flowers”

So we go back and do the things we did when werfédlve with Jesus
1) Remember when we tried to learn everything & resstyghing?

2) We were there every service and focused on ourcbhetationships
3) Were involved in everything? We tried to changergthing wrong?
Jesus calls us to return to faith was not a HABIT&PASSION

B. Where are you in your relationship with Christ?vEel#hings gotten old?

1. Jesus warns us that getting too comfortable inrdlationship is deadly

2. When we start presuming/assuming his love, we Istop in it.

3. May find ourselves having the right answers offaltut none of it's FIRE!




