Accept One Another

(Romans 14)
l. Introduction

A. In the 80’s, KFC suggested they were the best [sectey did just one thing.
1. If you concentrate on one thing, then you can @b bletter than anyone
2. And their slogan focused on that one thing/g'do chicken rigkit

B. But from the very beginning of our movement, wetkied to do TWO things
1. Unity: Restoration Movement began as an emphasis oclclnity.
a. The desire was to unite believers on frontier &&Great Awakening
b. Denominational division made that unity and fellbwpsdifficult
c. We would seek unityLet Christian unity be our polar stat (Stone)
2. Restoration: We focused on Restoration as the key to bringimgy
a. If creeds and confessions separated believers,om&veet them aside
1) We’'d go ‘Back to the Bibleand just be Christians Only’
2) We would ‘Speak where Bible speaks and be silent hereiieist’s
b. Slogans are easy, but focusing on truth while ra@iirg unity wasn’t!
c. The more we stressed uniformity on issues, the moity slipped away.
3. So, is there a sense in which UNITY and TRUTH areampetition?
a. Does insisting on being RIGHT make it harder fioisus to be ONE?
1) That's particularly true if we insist everyone lght on every detail.
2) To stress EITHER truth or unity, must we give uptlom OTHER?
b. We aren't KFC! We can't just do one thing well! We must do ot
1) We must do UNITY and TRUTH rightWe can’t give up on either!
2) What that means is that we must see BOTH in a iBdviecal light.

C. Paul walks the Romans through issues of unity artl tnRomans 14
1. The church there had very different views on sassaes of truth.
a. Jews and Gentiles had very different backgroundspa@suppositions.
b. Those basic differences didn’t just wash away wh#ir baptism.
2. Jew and Gentile were saved by God’s grace—theyatkdbe gracious.
3. Part of being living sacrifice is getting along withere are differences.
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Il. Accepting One Another: Background
A. The specific issues are eating meats and obsespegal daysom 14:2, §

1. These seem so obviously matters of personal opikibrat was the deal?
a. Sure, we've all known some vegans who were prettgdmosed.
b. And arguing over dealing with holy daySHristmag isn't farfetched.
c. But most of us would dismiss these kinds of thim§ast opinion”
2. Well, some in the church saw this as more than memaon (Acts 15:29
a. Gentile Christianslike Romé were told to avoid meat offered to idols.
1) Much of the meat sold in Rome had been dedicatgdgan temples
2) Therefore, faithful Christians would only eat brolte- not meat!
b. Christians with issueglways have a textThese folks had a good text!
c. For them, this wasn’t about opinion; this was alsmipture and truth!

B. These diverse views at Rome were caused by theirdvéerent backgrounds.
1. Jewish Christians viewed God through very Jewisgsdycts 21:20
a. Christian Jews in the first century continued tateeto God as Jews
b. They observed feasts and fasts; church lookedlkéothe synagogue.
c. The purpose and meaning of these traditions chataglednor Christ.
2. But how would Roman Christians view these impodedish festivals?
a. How accommodating were Gentiles brothers and sistedietary rules?
b. How did Jewish Christians respond when Gentilegeotesl pagan days?
3. How was table fellowship possible when they couldigree what to serve?

C. Everyone at Rome wanted to honor God, but theygdesal on these issues.
1. Paul argues that one’s position on these issuest dichtter Rom 14:4)
a. Justification before God doesn’t depend on comintipé right view.
b. God accept people as RIGHT who are totally WRONGseunes!
c. So if God can accept them, then why can’t they picore another?
2. Note: Paul doesn’t really focus on these issues; héiwager fish to fry!
a. He’s going to admit that a pork chop is just a poikp Rom 14:149

b. He says it in passing; there’s more important thitlgan being right!




llI.Accepting One Another: The Principle
A. Paul's whole focus here is on how we treat onetaralespite differences.

1. The basic command in this context Actept one anoth&(14:1)
a. This command is repeated later on as Paul sumBamp (L5:7)

b. The basis of this acceptance fier‘God has accepted hing14:3)
2. The word ‘accept here is renderedréceivé (NET) or “welcomé (ESV)

a.

b.
C.

It literally means to take to onesélbr “take by the hand to ledd

1) It is used of Jesus taking Peter aside to rebukeiiatt 16:22)

2) It's used of Aquila and Pricilla taking aside Apusl(Act 18:26)

3) It's what Paul tells Philemon when he sends Onesifauile 17)

This is more thandtrit your teeth and put up with wrong-headed fblks
He is saying accept them, to welcome them, to tlaken by the hand.

3. We accept wrong-headed people because that is loovir€ats us!

B. What precisely does that mean? Notice just a fewtp from this context
1. First, it means accept one another withlmaking down on them {4:3)

a.

b.
C.

We don’t have to agree on all the issues—in faetcan't agree

1) Would Jewish and Roman Christians ever see foa$salike?

2) Will high-church Presbyterians and happy-clappyt®erstals?

3) Remember the 3-guys on the pan®#\1l they agree on dress-code?
We will never agree. Ever! But we must respe@ another’s faith!
We will never ‘accept one anothéuntil we can ‘fespect one anothér.

2. Second it means that we will refuse jodge their motives (14:6)

a.

Even if we disagree on issues, we can share mmtnvai glorify God

1) We can fuss about our preferred styles of churcsinp music

2) Or we can thank God for our a mutual desire togar&lim!

We must get much better job at looking past isso@sr motives.

1) In fact, we tend to impugn the motives of those wisagree with us.
2) It's easy to think, You would think that, you Bible-hating liberal!
3) Paul assumes that our differences arise from midualof God!
Must start with, They want to serve God, just on different trajegtor




3. Third , we must give up trying to CONTROL otheFsom 14:22
a. Why does Paul tell Timothy to stay away from argote@ ¢ Tim 2:23)
1) It wasn't that Timothy didn’t enjoy a good tussieee now-n-again
2) It's because he did enjoy it! That thevil desires of youth(2:22)
b. To constantly argue over issues only serves tedvedges between us.
1) There is a time to patiently study and shaMe need to be better!
2) There’s also time to treasure beliefs/liberty ardkit to ourselves
c. Paul defends our right to private beliefs; he wainésn to stay that way!
4. Finally, we must love each other MORE than getting our'\&4:15)
a. The point of church is to help us get to heaven—aobake it harder!
b. Paul says that his freedom to eat meat meansfrexigiot to do so
c. Is UNITY more important than TRUTH? More than mgw of it!
d. Note: This isn’t trump card to be used in fightYou gotta give in.?)
1) First, strong give up freedom for weak, not the othey etreund
2) Second freedom is given up as a gift— it can never baaeded.
3) Third, to keep the weak from stumbling, not strong figmambling!
I\VV.Conclusion
A. Two things came to mind as | re-read this text—
1. First, this text is most often used as ammunition inrchwisputes
a. Paul is here begging the church for unity despifer@nces
b. We tend to use it in an attempt to make the otider give in!

“Paul says that I'm not judged by your conscienickave liberty in Christ”
“Paul says that you can’t do anything that causestmstumble, so quit!”

c. Paul’'s appeal to get along as family is used ta baeh other up!
2. Second Paul is arguing for a package and it only reaiyks as a package
a. It doesn’t matter who is weak or strong; we all bfofiow Paul
1) All must refuse to look down on others or judge ined of another
2) All must give up control, allow private views & noause stumble
b. When we all are trying hard to all of this... it judt works better!

B. It really is the case thatHfow sweet, how heavenly is the sigfit




