On theAltar: Submit to Authority

(Romans 13:1-7)
|. Introduction

A. David Lipscomb was prominent voice in C of C durarg after Civil War.
1. He stridently opposed the war and discouragedlailsGans from entering
2. Lipscomb oppose all participation in governmesal¢ purpose was war
a. Christians aren’t to serve in military, police, rfam office or even vote
1) He saw all government as rebellion against Godés (uSam 8)
2) He saw all government focused on use & abuse oep@vit 20:24)
b. Lipscomb had what Richard Hughes calls apdcalyptic worldview
1) Kingdom of God was advancing; it was opposed bg#om of men
2) Lipscomb denied we can be citizens of 2 kingdol¥& must choose
c. Lipscomb’s view came to be dominant view in C-ofrGhe south.

B. James Abram Garfield was C-of-C preacher contennpovdh Lipscomb

1. When the Civil War broke out, he was made a colom&lnion army
a. He recruited 250 students of Hiram Collegep(eacher training schopl
b. He won victories in Kentucky and later fought atteof Shiloh
c. Also at Shiloh for South) was T.B. Larimorgbecamegrominent leadér

2. After war, Garfield went into politics, serving kHouse of Representatives
a. Garfield was elected 3(resident of USdnly elected while in Houye
b. Garfield saw politics as an extension of faith arfdessing from God

3. So Garfield’s view on Christian & government dig#erfrom Lipscomb!

C. So who was right? What is the Christian's relafop to the government?
1. Should we avoid all contact like Lipscomb or begmtent like Garfield?
a. Jesus said,Give to Caesar things that are Caesaré/hat is Caesar’'s?
b. Does that mean | can vote? Or must vote? Or wuista certain way?
2. Paul talks about disciples and government in cdraé&hristian living
a. We've been looking at what it means to @n“the Altat (Rom 12:1-2)
b. He discusses spiritual gifts and Christian love .entkthe government.
3. Let’s see what Paul says on gospel and governrReat( Rom 13:1-7)
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I1.The Christian and the Government (Romans 13:1-7)
A. First, to submit to our government is to submit to Gadri 13:1-2)
1. No surprise Paul mentions government— he is writtaghurch in Rome
a. What is surprising,duthorities that exist have been established by’God
b. The governing authority over Rome as Paul wrote Ma® Caesar.
1) This was the same Nero who would begin the polfgyensecution.
2) Though personally corrupt, Nero represented authtsrom God
2. How can that be? Because God is the authoritynioeddi authority!
a. God reigns as king over all the earth and ovenatiions Psa 47:7-9)
b. God puts kings on their thrones and deposes them 2:20-21)
1) That is so clearly seen in OT because we haveiasdnarrator

2) Is there reason to believe God got out of king-mgki-breaking?
3. Point: Authority of governments come from the authoatyGod

a. For Christians to rebel against the authority isstoel against God

b. To respect God’s authority is to obey the authdfigyplaces over us
1) But what if the government corrupt and oppressit@® Nero?
2) When do we rebel against rulers (liReclaration of Independenge
3) No revolution {ncluding our own will find its authority in Paul!

c. In case you think this is just a Paul thing, noteger [ Peter 2:13-17)

4. Paul and Peter don't really make much ofssae of the issues of the day.
a. For example, Paul and Peter have nothing to sapstgdavery
1) Saves are to submit to the mastepl{ 6:5-8, Col 3:22, 1 Tim 6:1-2)
2) If slaves are mistreated and suffer, they areJésus 1 Pet 2:21)
b. Paul and Peter were concerned with the spreadspiedjan their culture.

1) To take on these ills of culture would have ovedsiveed the gospel
2) We have the freedom to participate that Paul anered not.
c. But the more we focus on politics, the more thepgbsan be onscurred
5. Point: Human government gets its authority from God Hilhs
a. We show acceptance of God's rule by accepting tindserule over us.
b. They don’t have to be particularly good ruleigero certainly wasn't!
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B. Second, government is God’s instrument of wrath to purash (13:3-5)
1. Paul’s basic rule— you don’t have to fear rulerga@i do what is good
a. What do YOU do when you’re driving along and pag®bceman?
1) Immediately take your foot off accelerator? Hiakes? Scream?
2) Why that reaction? Because at some point you wedamg good!
b. General Rule: Do right = nothing to feareikception during persecutipn
c. Peter points to the exception, but also to the gémele (L Pet 3:13)
2. Note: Government does what Christians are expressbidden to do
a. Paul endfom 12 forbidding vengeancerdom for God’s wrath (v 19)
b. Not just end-time. The government executes Godawon evildoers.
c. Thatis why we pay taxes—authorities are full tiseevants Rom 13:6)
1) The word for Servant in verse 4 is didkovog (word for “deacori)
2) “Servantin verse6 is Aeitovpydg, as ‘liturgical” or priest Heb 8:2)
d. The president, parliament and policeman are Gauwesipfor good!
3. So is the only thing that the government does @iaivrath or war?
a. That’s what Lipscomb thought—governments are 100%uawar
b. But Paul says that the king i&6d’s servant to do you goo(iL3:4)
1) Homeland security and fighting crime are godsithat only good?
2) Does government have a role in caring for pooradngl other good?
4. Point: When government does what supposed to do— tiisgdgood!

C. Third, we are to give our government and officials wkatowe Rom 13:7)
1. What do we owe? Taxes are hard, but he also sagpéct and hondr.
a. We need to respect our policeman, our warriorsgawvérnment leaders
b. Is that because they deserve it? No, it's bec@agkdeserves it!
2. There is a good chance we will elect a presidemiesof us won't like!
a. Whoever he or she may be—you need to respect amaf tiwem
1) You don’t have to agree, support their policiesate for re-election
2) You have the right to openly criticiza (ight Paul didn’t imaging
b. If you follow God over kings, you have no rightdisrespect the king




I11.Conclusion
A. What is our responsibility is to our governmenauPis plain here--

1. Someone has summed it up with three words—OBEY, BAY PRAY
a. Here Paul mentions the OBEY and PAY (submissiontares)
b. In writing to Timothy in Ephesus, the emphasisfAN (1 Tim 2:1-2)

2. The NT focus is always on the kingdom of God, hetkingdom of men
a. There is a fundamental difference in those kingd@vhstt 20: 25-28)

1) Rules of the Gentiles (nations) rule by power ardd (wrath)

2) That is not the kingdom of God—it is about senacel a cross
b. Lipscomb was right; there’s fundamental tensiomieen kingdoms
c. Garfield was right ion that God can use his peémeood in BOTH
3. So do we do2void government and politics? Get involved in firecess?

B. Both choices are legitimate. The church needs thalprophet and the priest.
1. Some Lipscoml) are prophetic voices standing outside kingdomaei
a. We need voices among us warning against milita&snationalism
1) We need prophets calling us to beat our swordsplaeshares?
2) We need to hear that brotherhood transcends néiioripatriotism
3) We need to be reminded that power corrupts anduiesgower ...
b. Those voices are more clear if not blunted by @sl{fMother Theresa)
c. Pacifists can serve Gallongside those who serve count(@alvert Ross)
2. Some (Garfield) will decided to serve (priest) Gathin kingdom of man
a. They will feel called to bring kingdom values tolifios/government
b. If government is God’s servants for good, can'ti€trans do it better?
1) Who better to administer justice than one followfagd of justice?
2) Who better to make our laws than those we accegtaSd.awgiver?

C. Church needs both the Lipscomb’s and Garfield'sragnas on the altar
1. We’'ll spend some time this evening discussing sondications of this
2. Note: Lipscomb & Garfield may get along easier with Gbdn each other!
3. Have you accepted God'’s rule/authority in yourdii#ill you trust & obey




