Real Disciples (6): Anointing from God

|. Introduction:
A. John uses three words today that get a lot of prdSgst word is ‘anointing”

1. This word is often used today ofpecial spiritual empowerment
a. This ministry has been anointed; this is an andisteng or book.
b. Preacherd&postolic anointing on his life...to bring an antad word

2. |1 once received arahointed prayer handkerchiah the mail.
a. This televangelist had prayed over it for it todmminted by God
b. I was to pray holding it, and then wrap up a cdmition and mail it!

3. John has something else in mind when he speak® @frtointing!

B. Second word that John uses that gets thrown around ted&@ntichrist”

1. Mark Hitchcock wrotds Antichrist Alive Today3ee signs in global events
a. The European Union, Globalization, push for worldevidentification.
b. The end is near and the antichrist is among ugt guid unknown.

2. While Hitchcock doesn’t name the Antichrist, martlgays gladly will.
a. Best candidate is Javier Solana of Eldme to power in Resolution 666
b. Many people point to Prince CharléSktting tired of waiting to be king)
c. Others suggest George Bush, Osama bin Laden, Pafadmir Putin

3. John mentions antichrist, but surprisingly, he ddesention those guys

C. Third word (or phrasg that John uses ighHe last hout (or “last day$)

1. “Soothsayers of second advdikte to predict the time of last hour.
a. Every generation has had those who just knew Stediys were on us
b. John, like the rest of the New Testament, usedéehis differently too.

2. In the NT, ‘thelast days are about first coming of Jesuddb 1:1-2)
a. Hebrews says that Jesus diedthe“end of the agégHeb 9:26).
b. Peter says the Holy Spirit was poured aatthe last days(Acts 2:17)
c. Peter contrasts the beginning of time with the diasts (L Pet 1:20)
d. Paul’s ‘terrible times in last dayq1 Tim 3:1) is already herel(Ti 3:5)

D. John brings all three words together in our t&aading: 1 John 2:18-27)




I1.The Problem: The False Teacher (Antichrist)
A. John’s false teachers denied that Jesus came flesie
1. That made the cross unimportant and cut the heart the gospel
a. But this false doctrine also made spirituality esiatand theoretical.
b. Ignored things like obedience to God and love bEobelievers
c. The emphasis was on self—knowledge and religiopgmance
2. This is what John is talking about when he mentitiesantichrist here
a. Antichrist wasn’t a shadowyFuture Fuhref as Hal Lindsey called him
1) Antichrist went out from them; denied Jesus inHlésJn 2:18, 22)
2) Antichrist is not just a person bu $pirit of antichrist (1 .Jn 4:3)

3) They were deceivers claiming Christ but rejectioging 2 .Jn 7)
b. Those 4 verses are all the New Testament says #imantichrist!
c. All point to a denial of Jesuand that antichrist was already in the world.
3. However you interpret the end-time, John’s antathnias about the present

B. We don’t have to contend these precise Gnosticnms@c-like heresies
1. Some challenges do come from Gnostics todale-Da Vinci Code
a. Gnosticism is trendy— books likeospel of Judgslesus Papertc.
b. But then no one rings your doorbell offering a copgospel of Thomas
c. So what do we do with these warning of the spirdrtichrist today?
2. Some who claim to be Christian today make manyefsame claims
a. Some say it doesnfeally matter whether Jesus really came? Or died?
b. Some say it doesnteally matter whether we obey God’s moral law?
1) Churches that ordain homosexuals and bless homalsemions
2) Others justify hate (protest funerals) to homoséexumaChrist’'s name
3. But what about those (us?) who just live like thizdge teachers in John?
a. Do we ever LIVE like we don’t believe Jesus camé&aoming again?
1) Do we ever ACT like we don’t think obeying God msportant?
2) Do we ever seem to BEHAVE as if loving others i§yaptional?
b. The spirit of antichrist can be alive and wellm$e who claim faith!
c. When we fail to live in keeping with Christ’s truthwe live as antichrist
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I11.The Solution: An Anointing From God
A. John’s solution to spirit of antichrist was to ramnieer anointing4: 20, 26-27)

1. The word Christ’ (or the Hebrew Messial) means the anointed oné.
a. Israel’s kings had oil rubbed on them to symbolizg ordained them
b. David refused tolay a hand on the@rD's anointed (1 Sam 26:11)
c. The ultimate king was.*.Jesus, whom you anointdd\cts 4:27)

2. If Christ meansdnointed then “antichrist must mean anti-anointed
a. These false teachers denied to coming of Christlaunslthe anointing.
b. By contrast, John’s disciples were the ones wheweninted by God.

B. We have an anointing from God, but what exactlysdbat mean?
1. Jesus Christ &nointed On® was anointed by God’s Spirif€ts 10:38)
a. John’s point here is that we also have this amugiom God.
1) Some (C.H. Dodd, William Barclay) see this as refiee to baptism
2) So anointing refers to their initial baptismal conment to Christ
b. I don’t want to discourage people from stressirghhiiew of baptism
1) Most commentators see this anointing as that of <G8glirit
2) Jesus was anointed bthé Spirit of the Lortl(Lk 4:18). So are we
3) John will refer to the Spirit later in the bodkJohn 3:24, 4:13)
2. This anointing is both a reminder and empowermeihvée for God
a. The Spirit's anointindREMINDS us to live holy livesX Cor 6:19-20)
1) Our bodies are the temple of the Spirit; we mustttiem for Him
2) Corinthians couldn’t use their bodies for proseg#-not their own
3) They were filled with the Spirit and had to livargpled lives.
b. Spirit's anointing als&cM POWERS us to live for God4 Cor 1:21-22)
1) What allows us to stand firm in Chrisi®e have been anointed!
2) | want to be able to explain this definitively... arleast understand
a) In some way, the presence of the Living God takeesesidence in us
b) That Spirit of God anointing marks us as God'’s (Uslpoint in 1 John)
c) While never overruling free-will, he empowers usibllis fruit Gal 5)
3. We are to resist world’s siren song because we Aaanointing of God
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IV.Conclusion
A. Years ago, a preacher friend of mine had a visitop by his office
1. He ask, “l just want to know one thing; is thisadliful church?”
a. How do you answer that”?N0, not really, but we're friendly?
b. Of course, my friend replied that Yes, this is ied& faithful church”
1) “So why the kitchen? Faithful churches don’t hatehlens?
2) As visitor left in a huff, my friend offered]t’s a small kitcherf
2. Who are real disciples? What is a real church?tWizkes one faithful?
a. We've all probably heard lessons dvidrks of the True Churc¢h
b. The problem is, the list always varies dependingvbn makes the list

B. John’s disciples really needed to knoWlto is really a real disciplé?

1. False teachers were confusing them with theoridgpairiosophies.
a. How do you tell a real disciple? John says thad @wows his own.
b. God anoints those disciples who are his own withddvn Spirit.

2. John’s list is actually pretty short, and it sagshing about kitchens—
a. Disciples believe in that Christ came in the flasid died for our sins
b. Disciples obey God and therefore repent and tunm fsins
c. Disciples love other disciples and give their liveservice

3. That is what discipleship is all about. Is thatatviou are about?




