Real Disciples (1): Fellowship with the Father

(2 John 1:1-4)
|. Introduction
A. One thing is certain about election—but it's so died, can't tell what it is!

1. Maybe it’s this—not since 1960 has candidate’gyrefi been so important
a. Evangelical Christians swung the last electionthear vote is coveted.
b. So the candidates talk about faith, especially Rdmney, a Mormon
1) He stressescommon points of faithMany see huge differences
2) 32% evangelical uncomfortable with Mormathot Christian enough
c. Seven candidates (4 Dem, 3 Rep) are Cathglithat Christian enough?
d. Mike Huckabee is a former Baptist preacher—td¢ar Christianfor some
2. If you readChristian Chronicle the real controversy is Fred Thompson!
a. He was raised and baptized in Church of Christ&rhother still attends.
b. Thompson is vague on faithnfan upstairy. Is he Christian enough?
3. The debate continues over whethéh {n blank) is “Christian enough

B. Who is really a Christian? What makes a real gls@ What is really true?
1. The church | grew up in used the tertné truth in a very particular way
a. We understood “the truth” to be our very narrowgpice of Christianity
1) The truth was our view on music, millennium, bapti€ommunion
2) Any other view was seen as being “in error.” Trutdis very narrow
b. We had a clear view of who was a real Christian—aeee, nobody else
2. At the other end of the spectrum is our multicidtupostmodern world
a. Any truth must be valued as equally true— so nathsnultimately true
1) Want to Christ, Mohammed and Buddha? Well, itiea country!
2) Want to ordain homosexual clergy or condone homaeaxarriage?
b. Who are we to say that anyone is wroffjfige not that you be not judged”
3. Jesus makes it plain He won’t claim some who walm Him (M att 7:21)
a. Its not our job to decide who they are; wheat-nagegrow together
b. But we must do our best to make sure that we aledrsciples
c. Must be fruit inspectors not led astray by false prophetd éit 7:15-16)

d. How do you tell the difference between a real gilecand one who isn’t?
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C. That question became THE question at the end dirdtecentury
1. False teachers arose who began to teach a nevingoittat unsettled man
a. They taught that only the spiritual, untainted batenial, was good.
b. It was their special, spiritual knowledggnsig led to the spiritual.
2. They claimed to be Christian, but they changedtdaesic Christian belief.
a. Christ was pure spirit—he wasn’t born, he didn&,dhe didn’t rise.
b. Their spiritual knowledge, not basic obedienceyhsit pleased God.
c. Having this knowledge was more important than lamd fellowship.
3. 1 John was written at the end of the first centarthis confused church.
a. He writes to stresses the meaning of real disdigbeseal Christianity.
b. We begin this morning a sermon study of 1 Johntareldiscipleship.
c. We'll reinforce the sermon with a small group traagkthe same texts.
4. John begins by pointing to the real point of dikespip—Christ Himself
II.From the Beginning (Reading: 1 John 1:1-4)
A. John begins his epistle just as he began his gegpelogue John 1:1-3, 14)
1. Unlike Matthew and Luke, John doesn't tell the gtof the birth of Jesus.
a. That means that John is not nearly as popular as@tastime.
b. Actually, he does tell a birth story iRevelation 12... about a dragon!
c. He begins his telling of the gospel before Jestb-bithe eternal Word.
2. He begins his epistle pointing tthat which was from the beginnih@L: 1)
a. Here “the beginning” refers to how the story hadrb&aught to them
1) They had been taught certain things from the viamt €. Jn 2:7)
2) Gospel had alwaysentered in this story of death and resurrection.

b. This strange teaching they were hearing was notgbéne story.
3. Things likeDaVinci CodeandJesus Papersuggest new ideas of Jesus
a. Jesus was a radical revolutionary, Mary Magdalemaa¥ed to France
b. John would call the new ideas—new ideas. Not gdeds, just new!
1) Like John’s false teachers, those new ideas chtdmegleasic gospel
2) From the beginning, the story of Jesus was cledicansistent
c. He really was born of a virgin, died on a cross eos# from the dead.
d. The essence of being a real disciple is wrapped thpse basic truths.s

-2-



B. So John begins by stressing this flesh-and-bloabityeof story of Christ
1. John says that his ears heard, his eyes saw ahdrils touched reality
a. Remember invitation to Thomas after His resurrectimhn 20:27)
b. Jesus was no spiritual phantom who appeared taapge was REAL.
c. John saw, heard and touched— that’s his story afgddticking to it!
2. In John’s day, some saw Jesus as spiritual phawitihmo real substance
a. In our day, many would see Jesus as only a legeathphor or myth.
1) Jesus is an idea— not important if born of a vi@imaised from dead
2) But that is precisely what these false teacherg wadling the church
b. John says discipleship begins with a faith in ti@rnation of Jesus.
3. John says that eternal begins with fact tAdte life appeared””. (1:2)

II1. That Life Appeared: Makes Two Things Possible
A. Fellowship: Because Jesus came, we have fellowship with Gothé&rs {.:3)

1. The word fellowshig (xoivwvia) means $haring’ or “participatior”
a. It begins because Jesymfticipated with us— He shared our flesh
b. Hebrews 2 makes two point about Jesus as our High Priest)
1) He has been through the heavens—not limited b #esl blood
2) He “sympathizéswith our weakness—Iit.share in our suffering
c. Jesus shared with us, so we now can share (“hHoe/éhip”) with Him
2. Fellowship he shares with us is basis for our fedloip with each other
a. What do we as people have in common? Very littlswanfiace of things
1) Parts of country, socioeconomics, background, chtds, teams, etc
2) We're blue-collar, white-collar, green-collar anal eollar at all!
b. All we have in common is Christ, and that’'s enoudf@llowship thru him
3. Our problem is that it's often easier to see otfedences than fellowship
a. My uncle R.C. was raised in northern Arkansas faotrom Oklahoma
1) Sectional rivalry— he was brought up as a littld ta hate Okies!
2) He met a family, Said they’re Okies, but they acted just like pebple
b. Focus on our fellowship with God and its easiefettmwship each other!
4. Point John will stress—be can’t fellowship (love)dsand not love others!




B. Joy: Jesus coming also makes it possible for us te lsamplete joy1:4)
1. Actually, what John says isWWe write this to make our joy compléte.
a. What gives John joy is to share with message oisCwith others.
b. Later he says that writing is good, but he realantg more.4 Jn 12)
c. Sharing a relationship with God with Christian fanfarings joy.
2. There is a progression imhn 15 where Jesus speaks of complete joy
a. He says My joy may be in you and that your joy may be cetep(11)
b. But what follows that joy, Love each other as | have loved {¢i2)
c. Finally, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay dbisrife’ (13)
3. Joy and fellowship are tied together... and then cdith sacrifice!
a. There was a recent 20/20-type other night on tlenese of happiness
1) What makes us happy? Nature or nurture? Choicgarmstance?
2) Interesting ideas—money makes us happy, if dorvehao much
b. Overwhelming report conclusion—happy people haw@f@around
c. We're made to share our lives with people; we dreappy if we don’t
4. John reached that conclusion without studies—hehgoe with Jesus!
IV.Conclusion
A. So back to opening questionWhich candidate is really Christian enough?
1. Old Saying: “You can tell when a politician is lying— their lipgpvé
a. Maybe not, but candidate who flaunts faith to geeg—wrong reason!
b. Not too much different from what Jesus warns us &fl atthew 6:1!

2. The real question we started with watoW do you tell a real disciplé?
a. John address that in 1 John, but he doesn’t answethe first 4 verses!
b. While he doesn’t get to a destination, he moves asdefinite direction.
c. The place to begin when talking about Christiathfes with Jesus Christ!
3. John will stress,One who doesn’t believe in Jesus cannot be Chnistia
B. So here is the challenge—"Are we living like wellgaelieve Jesus came?”
1. Words are important—we must be willing to confdsat t'Jesus is Lord”
a. But words can also be pretty empty; talk can bephe
b. Do we confess that Jesus is Lord by the way thditweesvery day?
2. Are you living in fellowship with the Father andg¢son Jesus Christ?
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