TheFineArt of Waiting Tables

|. Introduction
A. The first church in the first church problem wassed by that church’s growth
1. Problem wasn't outgrowing building or parking lottwas organization
a. After Pentecost, the church grew too fast to kgepiih a count
1) In Acts 2:41, 3000 were baptized; it then grew to 5000 men)(

2) The next progress report doesn’t even try to ginember $:14)
More and more men and women believed in the Loddvwaere added to their number

b. There was persecution and the Ananias incidenti+istre was growth
2. That growth was threatened by the demographictiesbf this first church

a. Many of those converted on Pentecost were pilgnmtewn for feast.

b. After baptism, they stayed in Jerusalem much lotigeem planned

3. They were soon out of resources— and church (Ipgalge Acts 4:34-35)

*There were no needy persons among them. For fromtt time those who owned lands
or houses sold them, brought the money from tres$3nd put it at the apostles’ feet,
and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.

B. In Acts 6, the growth of the church is threatened by theity (Acts 6:1a)

In those days when the number of disciples wagasing, the Grecian Jews among
them complained against the Hebraic Jews

1. Hebraic Jews were from Jerusalem; Grecian Jews avgref-towners
a. Natural barriers would have made fellowship diffiedlike language
1) Hebraic Jews spoke Aramaic, the “official” languajeeal Jews
2) Grecian Jews spoke their native languages (theltesi’ inActs 2)
3) Everyone would speak some Greek, but language ddfeeence

b. This tension spread to the distribution of aidie widows Acts 6:1b)

... the Grecian Jews among them complained agaiadiétraic Jews because
their widows were being overlooked in the dailytradisition of food.

1) Were the locals not sensitive to needs of pooresteooutsiders?
2) Or could the out-of-towners feel overlooked wheeytiveren't?
c. Likely things were in such chaos that no one knéwatwvent on
1) Some remember passing out food after Isabel (20 abaucchini!)
2) We worked hard, but the last thing we were was wvegganized!
3) If someone claimed to be skippe&gdtry, here have some zucchini!
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2. Whether the slight was real or imagined, the pdroeghreatened unity
a. Apostles called church togeth@0,000 members and no one has phone!)

b. That’'s when the apostles came up with the ideaatdnsActs 6:2-4)

Twelve gathered all the disciples together and sdidvould not be right for us to neglect the
ministry of the word of God in order to wait on ke ® Brothers, choose seven men from
among you who are known to be full of the Spird misdom. We will turn this responsibility
over to thenfand will give our attention to prayer and the mtnjsof the word.”

1) Seven were place in charge of this specific wortoofl distribution
2) While not called tleacong’ they are to tvait tables (Greek word
c. If you notice the list of names werse 5, they are all Greek names
d. Problem was Greek widows (real/imagined), so apgpgéneek deacons
3. The point of these first deacons was an attempiganize work of church

C. Today the elders recognize the service of men wleerving this church
1. Several who have already been “waiting tables” balappointed deacons
a. Those agreeing: Bill Foster, Jacob Peterson, R@adyer, Clifford Ivery
b. Join Hayward Glaspell and Joe Tat(ilmere were others who declined)
2. Often we ‘thoose from among ybActs 6:3) More recognizing those chosen
I1.Two Points About Deacons (Read 1 Timothy 3:8-13)
A. First, deacons were servants of the church in a paaticuainistry area
1. These men were appointed to “wait tables” to dsitie food to widows
a. That doesn’t mean that they were not active iorio$ipiritual service

b. The only two know (Stephen and Phillip) are knowtfeeir preaching
2. But their special appointment here had to do wisipecial area of service
a. This is not an honorary title that you give to resdvane— it is a job
b. No “deacons at large!” If job is over, he getseavrone or “disappointed”
3. Deacons are not some ruling church board— theytarea “power chain”
a. In Acts 15, the church struggles with the issue of Gentiled the law
1) Those who initially met to discuss wergpbstles and eldet$15:6)
2) Later it was the apostles and elders, with the whole cht(dh: 22)
b. There was no board of deacons to meet— deacorseasants, not board
1) In fact, the Greek word fordeacori is didkovog, “one who servés
2) It what Martha was doing while Mary listened touleé k 10:40)
c. Deacons are appointed to serve the church in afiggebs or task
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B. Second, the main qualification of deacons living as a méod 6:3)

3Brothers, choose seven men from among you whanarerkto be full of the Spirit and
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over t@ih

1. Note what the apostles saw as traits needed fpedsng food to widows
a. They weren't looking for sociologist&rfew the special needs of widdws
b. They weren’t seeking grocers or cookggerienced in handling fopd
c. The only qualifications listed iActs 6—full of the Spirit and wisdom

2. There are more specific qualifications or charasties in1 Timothy 3
a. Many of these have to do with reputatiovirle, money, family, languape

b. One of these qualities seems more applicable ttarehan deacons:©)
They must keep hold of the deep truths of the Wattha clear conscience.

1) Deacons aren’t, as some assume, just concernedheithaterial
2) They must be¢ommitted to the mystery of the fai{NLT)
c. While they work with a specific job, there is maoethem than just job
3. You see, there is something like an officiafffce’ or “positiori’ of deacon
a. No, deacons are not some sort of board of directogeverning body
b. But they do act as something of ambassadors ceseptative of church
1) Paul address Philippiangpgether with the overseers and deacons
2) There is something of an official role that deacbhalsl
4. The elders were told by severdldbn’'t need an official title.”.
a. But we need them to have it—we need these guyspi@sent us

b. One thing these men do have in common—I will beugrtw introduce
them in our community or to other churcheBhis is one of my deacdns

I11.Conclusion
A. | remember a church desperate to appoint deacoresraffproached one man
1. He said, m flattered, but | don’t come to church much aveganything
a. “l do like to get drunk occasionally, | chase wonaard cuss like saildr
b. “Don’t make me a deacon; just consider me a regtigaihful membeéer
2. First and foremost, a deacon is a dedicated m&wodfwho lives for Jesus

B. But then all of us who live for Jesus are also aets—we all deac in some way
1. We should all be challenged by the call to ser¢st®uld all have a job)
2. As we sing this song together, let's be challengethe need to serve




