Disciples Together (1): In One Place

(Acts 2:42-47)
|. Introduction

A. Old Joke: Kindergarten class was asked to bring symboheifrtreligious faith
1. The first child came in and said;fh Catholic and this is a crucifix
a. The second child saidyVell,I'm Jewish and this is a menorah
b. The third child said,I'm from Church of Christ; this is a casserole dish
2. But we do like potlucks (next Sunday night ice aneand next is potluck)
a. When | was a kid, we didn’t call them potlucks;\theere fellowships
b. Fellowship was pimento cheese sandwiches w/ nd cutisnto triangles
3. When | was a youth minister, we had visitation tedhat met each week
a. They would meet somewhere to eat, and then get\ls# assignment
b. Announcement: Team will meet for assignments, there is no feltopis
c. We all knew what that meant— there would be no faoak people!

B. Of course, the Bible wordéllowshig means much more than eating together
1. Fellowship gouwvwvio) means association, community, partnership, shating
a. The word appears in 17 verses in the NT (1 in Aetst in the epistles)
b. Plato’skolwvwvia was utopian society free of oppression of aristogr
2. The New Testament uses the wandvwvio in several different ways—
Our relationship with God described afehowship (1 Cor 1:9)
It is used for a financiadontribution for the poor Rom 15:26)
It is used for communion guarticipation in Christ (L Cor 10:16)
We aren't to fellowship (NCV-share witli) wickednessZ Cor 6:14)
Paul talks to Philippi about thegpartnership in the gospelFhil 1:5)
Paul speaks dillowship of sharing in Christ’s suffering Phil 3:10)
Paul speaks of evangelism akdring your faith” (Philemon 6)
When we show hospitality, wetfare with others’ (Heb 13:16)
3. This idea of fellowship sharingjis extremely important in the NT.
a. Itis the relationship we have with God and eadteo{lL John 1:3)

$We proclaim to you what we have seen and hearthato/ou also may have fellowship
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father amith his Son, Jesus Christ.
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b. Because we have relationship with God, we alsoeslhaes with others
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|I.Fellowship: Then and Now
A. Question: Have we lost this emphasis on church as a feldpvsharing?
1. “Personal relationship with Jesus a popular phrase among evangelicals.
a. The phrase isn’t found in the Bible, but it doegess a Bible idea.
b. We aren’t Christians because of our parents—we raatkgision.
c. We pray, read scripture, live for God—a personkti@nship.
2. But sometimes thatpersonal relationshipsounds a lot like grivate.”
a. Church is where we for worship and stuady the appointed tinie
b. But that might having very little to do with otheso come to worship
c. Others are important (singing is better), but pEaht is me and God
3. So church become like going to a movie theater—stimv is down front
a. The last thing you want is for other people in tee#o ask questions
b. | went with my sister to a matinee in 19692601: A Space Odyssey
1) That movie is a bit obtuse, but | read the book lamelv the plot.
2) | answered her questions— soon everyone in theatgrasking me.
3) So we had a small group going... not usually how \&é&ctv movies!
c. Usually at movies, you want to watch and have atheave you alone.
d. The point of churchéikkincia or “assembly) is assembly of others.
1) Wait a minute, isn’t the point of coming churchwiorship God?
2) No... the point of coming to church is worshippfagd together.

B. Notice how Luke sums up the life of that very ficburch inActs 2:42.
1. He says;All the believers were together and had everytiingommof (2:44)
a. The word tommoni (kovdc) here is the root word abivovia.
b. In both English and Greek, the word common candael un two ways
1) It can meantb share in commadn(“ common salvatichin Jude 3)
2) It can also meanuhholy or impuré (* unclean footlin Acts 10:14)
2. Luke tells us whatdll things in commahmeant for the Jerusalem church
a. Theyshared their possessions to meet one another’s needs)(
b. Theymet together on a daily basis; they shared their time/spacés)
c. And yes, they alsate together in each other's home&:¢6)
3. These early Christians were together in comnidatice the result?2:47)




I11. Fellowship Today IsNot Natural
A. First, we aren’'t asocially isolated today by as were the early Christians.

1. Many of the first believers gave up their familydamiends for the faith.
a. Jesus;a man’senemies will be the members of his own hb(igett 10: 36).
b. Many losttheir family andcommunity standing when they believed.
c. This isolation tended to drive the church closgetber in fellowship.

2. I'm not suggesting we should only church friends—strimpact the world.
a. If we have multiple relationships out of churchndddocus as much in.
b. We still need Christian fellowship, but we areréicessarily driven to it!

B. Second, we have esour ces that the early Christians simply did not have.
1. We mentioned in our Wednesday class (shameles$ gdmge of these—
a. Medical: When we are sick, we call doctor, not the eldéssn 5:14)
b. Mediation: With legal problem, don’t go to church mediatbidor 6:4)
c. Money: When needing money, we go to banks, not brotfiérsn 12:13)

2. James uses a brother or sister in need to illestnat faith James 2:15-16)

Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes daitly food. If one of you says to him, “Go, | wish
you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothabgut his physical needs, what good is it?

a. Problem: Failure to meet needs OR not knowimgen a need exists?
1) We can spend energy pretending we have no probléstfine
2) Is there any wonder others don’t know how much reest&ruggling?
b. It intentionally keep relationships artificial, asdffer because they are.

C. Third, ourfast-pacedandfar-flung lifestyles are barriers2 different things
1. Fast-Paced; | had a Where did summer aonversations with mechanic
a. He got said that times passes so fast becausesve® aerribly busy
b. We have created an atrtificially busy life and ca@ém to slow it down
c. He was there at 7 a.m. when | dropped car off apdn/ when picked up
2. Far-Flung: Churches are much more cosmopolitan than comgnbaged.
a. People drive in from all over; only time we're tadlger is at church.
b. For example, thB8arker’s andBankhead’s are side-by-each in directory.
1) But according to Google, they li\86 miles and48 minutes apart.
2) | doubt they ofteraccidentally bump into one another and get coffee.
3. Relationshipgake time, and time is something that we have less and less.
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IV.Conclusion
A. At the risk of being a bit cliché, the sermon hadthree points this morning
1. First, fellowship was an important part of what it meembe Christian
a. What called the early believers to God also catiean to one another
b. Early church wasn’t &uilding or place of wor ship—it wascommunity
C. “ThelLord added to their number daily those who wereeaiavet (Acts 2:47)
2. Second, NT fellowship was inclusive; it wraps lives ar@alone another
a. Early Christians didn’t just go to same churotet needs andspent time
b. They were together, not juisteologically, butgeographically together
1) Luke says believers met together at Temple andimds Acts 2:46)
2) Fellowship brought them together in formal and infal settings
3. Third, this fellowship-sharing today does not coeasly or naturally.
a. The fast-paced, far-flung life we mentioned malesd fellowship hard
1) I have a friend that got out of youth ministry besa of band.
2) He didn't dislike music; kids were too busy to hawee for church.
b. Fellowship is not going to happen on its own; Wen't let it happen

B. That means wenust decide to take the time and make the effort to fellowship
1. Today is a “Sign-Up Sunday” as we kick off our Bddfe small groups
a. This is just one of the ways that we focus on aedfor fellowship
b. Small groups are Bible discussions, service prsjentals and fun.
1) There is a Bible study each week—we’ll try someghanbit different
2) Most groups will be a discussion of the Sunday ser(deremiah)
c. Emphasis isn’t only on learning Bible... really oatdeing each other.
d. The emphasis is also on spending time in focusageptogether
2. The real business of church isn’t done in the aedttidy auditoriums
a. Itis too easy to put on your church face and mettéat all is just fine
b. No, the business of church is done within messgntkess relationships

c. The call to involvement in each othemist optional (Rom 12:10-13)

1°Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Haoroe another above yourselvéSNever be
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervorngag the Lord.*?Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer®*Share with God’s people who are in need. Practiospitality.

3. Fellowship will not happen by accident—it will takedecision and work
4. Small groups are no final solution in quest foldekship—they are a start!
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