Holy Spirit Today (4): Sanctified By the Spirit

(Ephesians 5:15-18)
|. Introduction

A. | guess you are wondering why | have this spotlightn the stage
1. I'will use it to spotlight people that | want tangie out for special tasks
a. We have jobs we need doing, so I'll set some peapéet for the tasks
b. Most of us likebeing put-on-the-spot, singled-out and set-apigitt?
2. Of course, I'm won't single you out with spot... uséeyou fall asleep
3. We generally dislike being singled out and putlos $pot like that
a. We visited a church where they read visitors cards had them stand.
1) Then they askedWhy don't you tell us a few things about yourtself
2) | was glad we didn’t fill out a cardiRead names who don’t sign cajd?
b. The last thing | wanted as kid was to appear tdifierent from others
1) I dressed like my friends (Levi cords, solid T-shue golf jacket)
2) Why? | would’ve said, I‘gotta be mé Really, | had to bethem”
c. We never outgrow the desire to fit in; we don’t wambe singled-out.

B. But Christians have been singled out and set &yatie spotlight of the Spirit

1. Paul highlights the spirit’s spotlight in his wontlsEphesians 5:15-18

15 Be very careful, then, how you live -- not as weviut as wiseé® making the most of
every opportunity, because the days are &liTherefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the Lord's will is*® Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debaughestead,

be filled with the Spirit. Paul is talking in thi®ntext about Christian living

a. He begin chapterBe imitators of God as dearly loved childi€h:1)
b. He then stresses the practical issues of livingénspotlight
1) We must avoid things like sexual immorality andiglinalk (5:3-7)
2) If we live in the spotlight, we will avoid deeds @drknessH:8-14)
3) He speaks to wives, husbands, children, slavedensas: 21-6:9)
2. In the middle of this text on ethics, Paul bringsauwr topic of the Spirit
a. Don't be drunk on wine; that leads to the sinfuidg mentioned earlier
b. They were to be filled with the Spirit—which leatsthe holy lifestyle
3. When we meet Jesus at cross and accept His meety, filed with Spirit
a. The Holy Spirit in us sets us apart just as if Gaxpotlight singled us out
b. There is a technical term that describes this t/BANCTIFICATION
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1. TheWork of the Holy Spirit Is Sanctification (1 Peter 1:1-2)

! Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elttangers in the world, scattered throughout
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithyrfi@ho have been chosen according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the séyinty work of the Spirit, for obedience to
Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace aedce be yours in abundance.

A. First, God has ¢hoseri us by His foreknowledge €lect exilesin ESV)
1. This idea of &lectiori or “predestinatiotihas caused much discussion.

a. How does God choose agrd allow us free will to choose Him?
b. Many have simply thrown out one or the other, fngéor election
2. We must embrace both—maybe its best to draw anatgrael in OT.
a. Israel was chosen nation; Jew was chosen by beirgibto Israel.
b. Today the church is chosen; we become chosen wdrerdgain.
3. But salvation is still God’s sovereign choice—hekdhe step at cross
B. Second, the blood of Jesus redeems as we speifikled by his blogd
1. Strange, blood sprinkled on things or people was $e purify them

a. The Hebrew writer points back to that OT bloodait(Heb 9:21-22)

LIn the same way, he sprinkled with the blood boghtabernacle and everything
used in its ceremonie¥In fact, the law requires that nearly everythingdieansed
with blood, and without the shedding of blood thisreo forgiveness.

b. He sees that as a shadow of what happened in destgss I eb 9:28)

2850 Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sfmsany people; and he will appear
a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring sabrato those who are waiting for him.

2. Peter reminds us that we have been calledbedience to Jesus Chtist
a. Earl Lavendar tells of teaching classt6ry of Christto Muslims at LU
1) They are drawn to Jesus, but don’t see the corametdi Christianity
2) Told by friends that Jesus died forgive so theyloanlike they want
b. Peter points to sprinkling of the cross, biar‘obedience to Jesus Chtist

C. Third, we are also saved or chosen by then'ttifying work of Spirit.
1. This is also renderedanctificatiori (ESV) or “being set apatt(NET)
a. It's the same word adly’ (adjectivg or “saint’ (one who is sanctifigd
b. Something or someone is sanctified when set apaftdd’s purpose
1) In the OT, the tabernacle and its furnishing weoly-h-set apart
2) The ground on which Moses stood at burning bushheasground
2. We're chosen by God, sprinkled by the cross andtgau by the Spirit
3. Spirit within shines the divine spotlight to setagart as holy men/women
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[11.Sanctification: Both Event and Process

A. In one sense, the sanctification event takes pldxan we are saved Cor 6)

1. Paul gives a list of sins that characterized trgapaworld 6:9-10, ESV)

Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immorat,idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men
who practice homosexualit}:nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, noilees,
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

a. The Corinthians had once been guilty of those thifaidCor 6:11, NET)

Some of you once lived this way. But you were whsioel were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ Bpdhe Spirit of our God.

b. Obviously from this text, some there still strugbleith these acts
1) Their relationship to sin changed—washed, sandtiied justified.
2) Here sanctification (set apart) took place at ficstiion (saved
2. When we come to Christ, Spirit shines God'’s lightus to set us apart
a. The Spirit comes within us—filled with, baptized gift of the Spirit
b. His presence shines divine light that sets us asd®elonging to God
3. And according to Paul, we then have the responyiltd live that way

B. So sanctification is also tleentinuing process of living this holy life

1. Paul prays we're sanctifiedHru and thrd (“ entirely;” NRsV) (1 Th 5:23)

%May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify yooutfjh and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the rgraf our Lord Jesus Christ.

a. These people weaready saints, but they needed to be sanctified more.
b. As we allow the Spirit to bear fruit in us, we conie to be sanctified

2. Paul connects this sanctification to our moral chsi(l Thess 4:3-4)

%It is God's will that you should be sanctified: theu should avoid sexual immorality;
that each of you should learn to control his owkyom a way that is holy and honorable,

a. What is God’s will? That we are sanctified in @exual morality

b. The opening verse here highlight the ongoing po¢eshess4:1)

Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to liveoirder to please God, as in fact you
are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Ligdus to do this more and more.

1) They were living for God, but they need to do swfe and moré

2) They are already sanctified they need to continue that process
3. Paul connectsanctification to themoral choices we make in our lives
a. Implication of the Spirit shining divine light wassexually pure life

b. To follow prevailing world morality would be to dghe Spirit ¢.7-8)

" For God did not call us to be impure, but to livaaly life.® Therefore, he who
rejects this instruction does not reject man bud@sho gives you his Holy Spirit.
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C. Paul calls this process of sanctificatidhé fruit of the Spiritin Galatians5
1. Paul is contrasting salvation by grace with theebgof the Judaizers
a. Salvation by grace is not a works-based legaligsfharisee(2-4)

b. But this grace is a way to righteousness throughtbly Spirit £:5)
But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirg tighteousness for which we hope

c. What counts is not rules buiith expressing itself through IGVE5:6)

2. But living that faith requires living by the Holyp8it, not “flesi’ (5:16)
%30 I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not giyathe desires of the sinful nature.

a. He stresses how fleshs{hful naturé) and Spirit are “contrary”¥:17)
b. He gives another list describingcts of sinful natureor “works of flesh
3. Our lives are rather to be marked by the fruithef Spirit Gal 5:22-25)

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peacetipace, kindness, goodness, faithfulnéss,
gentleness and self-control. Against such thingsetiis no law®* Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature \ithpassions and desireS Since we live
by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

a. This is the ongoing process of sanctification—Igimoly life in Spirit
b. We do that by keeping step in the Spirit—marchimglis cadence
c. It's “fruit of the Spirit because He empowers us in ganctification
IV.Conclusion
A. Being spot-lighted and set-apart makes us uncoatftat—easier to blend in
1. But God through His Spirit has sanctified, set gpart to live a holy life
a. But everyone has sex out of marriage, commits adylaccepts homosex
b. Everyone gets drunk, goes to wild parties, and blapin angry fits.
c. Everyone hates their enemies, is jealous of otlgeegdy & materialistic
2. Yes, that's our world. It was Paul’'s world; lookligts in1 Cor andGal.
a. But the spotlight of God'’s Spirit has set us apatie very different.
b. We were sanctified when we made this commitmeifait.
c. And now we must live out that holiness in a congithsanctification.
B. The spotlight of the Spirit is on you—Ilive in thght (Ephesians 5:13-18)

13But everything exposed by the light becomes visitfier it is light that makes everything visible.
This is why it is said: “Wake up, O sleeper, rigeni the dead, and Christ will shine on yot’Be
very careful, then, how you live—not as unwiseaisutise® making the most of every opportunity,
because the days are evilTherefore do not be foolish, but understand whatltbrd’s will is.®

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchestead, be filled with the Spirit.

C. Be filled with the Spirit; renew your commitmentganctification... wake up!
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