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The Virginia , or, more commonly, the Merrimack, was the Confederate ironclad built from the hull of the 
previously damaged Merrimack Confederate warship. The Confederates raised the former Merrimack and 
sheared off the masts. They then covered the deck with two layers of sheet iron. A huge ram was attached, 
and the Virginia was then armed with no less than fifteen cannon. Starting with no navy at all, the south 
had seized the initiative and forged the most powerful naval weapon in history. 

In response to the Merrimack, the controversial Monitor was given birth. The Union's Monitor was also 
sheathed in iron. It's decks barely cleared the water. A revolving gun turret was installed amidships. Over 
48 patented inventions were forged on the Monitor, which quickly overshadowed the achievement of the 
Merrimack.   

Saturday March 8th was wash day for the U.S. Navy, and all ships were unprepared for the onslaught. The 
Merrimack slid into the harbor, and headed straight for the U.S.S. Cumberland. Although the Cumberland 
opened fire, the shots bounced harmlessly off. Soon after it sank in shallow water.  

After the Cumberland, the U.S.S. Congress was set on fire, and the U.S.S. Minnesota was driven aground. 
After this the Merrimack fell back for the night.  

On March 9th, the Merrimack returned, but the Union ironclad, the Monitor , was waiting. The two dueled 
for five hours until the Merrimack ran aground and lost it's ram. The ships were so close, they collided 5 
times in the fury. The Merrimack then fled, leaving the Monitor as victor.  

That morning, the rest of the world's navy was obsolete.  

Field Trip to Mariner’s Museum —If fifteen or more people (OWLS plus others from the 
congregation are welcome) are willing to go, we will take a field trip to the Mariner’s Mu-
seum on Saturday morning April 21st to visit the new USS Monitor Center.  An artists 
concept of the center is shown on page 2 of this newsletter.  Admission fee will be $7.00 
per person if we can round up 15 or more people.  Also, with a group of 15 or more we will 
be able to have our own personal guide to show us around the museum and provide back-
ground information on what we are seeing. Please sign-up on the sheet provided on the 
OWLS bulletin board if you want to go on this field trip.  We will also plan to have a pic-
nic around Lake Maury following the museum tour, weather permitting. Each person 
should bring a sandwich, a soft drink, and some other picnic items to share.     
                  (continued on back)  



Lake Maury is adjacent to the Mari-
ner’s Museum and has picnic tables 
available. We will meet at the ticket 
office of the museum at 10 am on 
Saturday, April 21st. Hope to see at 
least 15 of you there!  

 If we are not successful in ob-
taining the required 15 persons, this 
activity will not occur and the 
OWLS will plan to have lunch to-
gether following morning services 
on April 22nd. 
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PLEASE HELP:  Your editor is always on the lookout for interesting things 
for the OWLS to do each month and for worthwhile service projects.  If you 
have suggestions along these lines or have items to be included in a particular 
month’s issue of “The HOOT,” please call Ben or Janice Barker (850-2279) or 
Fred or Eugenia White (220-2183) and provide them by the first of each month. 

April Birthday:  
 

     Eugenia White—April 26 


